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Archives 
in Norway



Parts of this 7

Archives

•With 
digital 
solutions

Catalogs

•List of 
contents



Types of 
archives
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•Archive for government operated
offices and institutions

National archive 
(Riksarkivet, 

Statsarkivene)

•Archive for municpalties and 
counties (kommune og 
fylkeskommuner)

•County based archives (Inter-
kommunale arkiv)

Community 
archives 

(Kommunearkiv)

•Museums
•LibrariesOther archives



Private 
Archives

 Archives from private institutions, 
companies, organizations, 
persons, families
 State archives

 Community archives

 Museums

 Libraries
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Some terminology as an 
Archivist see it
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DORA, the 
submarine bunker is 

a repository for 
several archives

An Archive is all the 
documents 

belonging to one 
office or institution 

[ARKIV]

An Archive can
have been

delivered in several
portions over time 

[AVLEVERING]

An archive consists 
of one or several 

series [SERIER]

Each series consists 
of one or several 

items [STYKKE]

Each item might 
have folders 

[MAPPE]
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Symbols used at Arkivportalen



Each level 
has a name 
or a 
description
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ARKIV: Snåsa 
lensmannskontor

SERIE: Bevilgninger og 
attester (certificates and 

grants)

STYKKE: Fortegnelse over 
innleverte og beslaglagte 

radioapparater (list of 
handed in and 

confiscated radios)

MAPPE: Rapporter vedr. 
kontroll og telling av 

radioapparater (reports 
about control and 
counting of radios)



Imperfection 14
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Digital solutions like 
Digitalarkivet

• Shows only archives 
that are digitized, 
either searchable or 
scanned

Catalogs like 
Arkivportalen

• Some archives only 
the top level

• Not all archives there
• How archives are 

registered differ much



Digital solutions
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Categories
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18 main 
categories

224 sub 
categories

134,069 
«archives» 

from 0 –
10,585 in 

sub 
categories



Filters
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Geography
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Catalogs – arkivportalen.no



Bottom of page 22



Arkivportalen
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Kategorier
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Search alternatives



Advanced 
search
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Searching
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Filter

29



Filter 30

Identifikator –
Archive nr, A-

100530, PA-0478
Sti - SAST/A-

100530/R/L0001
Periode – Years 

from – to

Publiseringsdato 
– Date published 

from-to
Arkivnivå – Level 

in archive
Arkivmedier –
what media

Aktørtype –
institution or 

person
Digitalisert -

digitized

http://www.arkivportalen.no/institute/SAST
http://www.arkivportalen.no/entity/no-a1450-06000000091812
http://www.arkivportalen.no/entity/no-a1450-06000000350577
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Sti (path)
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Finn kilde DA
Find source



33

Found archive
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Difficulties in search
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Search Panteregister SAT



National Archives Norway
www.arkivverket.no
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 Riksarkivet (National Archive)
 Statsarkivet i Oslo (Oslo, Akershus, Østfold)
 Statsarkivet i Hamar (Oppland, Hedmark)
 Statsarkivet i Kongsberg (Buskerud, Telemark, Vestfold)
 Statsarkivet i Kristiansand (Aust-Agder, Vest-Agder)
 Statsarkivet i Stavanger (Rogaland)
 Statsarkivet i Bergen (Hordaland, Sogn og Fjordane)
 Statsarkivet i Trondheim (Møre og Romsdal, Sør-

Trøndelag, Nord-Trøndelag, Nordland)
 Statsarkivet i Tromsø (Troms, Finnmark, Svalbard)

http://www.arkivverket.no/


Community
Archives

 Kommune og Fylkeskommune 
(Municipalty and County)
 Have their own archives

 Mostly located at county level
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Inter-
kom-
munale 
arkiv
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That’s all!

40



www.fkarlsen.net

Thank
you!
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