
AMERICA’S STAMP CLUB

WWW.STAMPS.ORG

AMERICAN PHILATELIST
NOVEMBER 2018  $4.95

MONTHLY JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY

THE

Indispensable 
stamps anchorED 
a turbulent decade

PLUS

A TRIBUTE TO VETERANS

NOV Front Covers.indd   1 10/9/2018   7:46:13 AM



Here’s how America’s most active stamp buyer 
makes selling your stamps a satisfying experience.  

Mystic doesn’t make empty promises.  We back up our 
statements with solid facts like those below:
How do you Profit when you sell 
your stamps to Mystic?
* We pay top market prices for 

your stamps.  Proof that we do 
so is the fact that we win the vast 
majority of our bids.  That 
wouldn’t happen if we 
weren’t paying top prices.

* Mystic knows the value of 
your stamps.  And we pay 
you what they’re worth, even 
if it’s more than you think.  

* When we buy your stamps (and coins), we buy them 
all, not just the gems.  So you get maximum value 
from what you want to sell.  

* Mystic pays you on the spot – no waiting for a check 
in the mail, an auction, or a middleman.  

How does Mystic make it Easy to sell your stamps?
* We travel to you for your high-value collection.  To 

your home, office or bank.  Wherever and whenever 
it’s convenient for you.

* You don’t have to organize your stamp holdings.  
Albums, accumulations, dealer inventories and show 
stocks, US and foreign, mixed collections, coins, 
too.  It’s all good.  

* We pack everything up carefully and take it with us 
after you accept our offer.  We do all the work.  

How does Mystic make it 
Stress-free to sell your stamps?
* We’re stamp people, too.  So 

we understand your attachment 
to your stamps.  Our expert 
buyers are friendly and knowledgeable.  They work 
hard to make the process as smooth and worry-free 
as possible for you.  And they earn your trust.

* Mystic buyers treat you 
with honesty and respect.  
That’s because of our 
small-town values.  It’s the 
only way we do business.  

* We have testimonials 
from grateful collectors telling 
us Mystic made selling their 
stamps an enjoyable and stress-
free experience, so we know 
we’re doing it right.  

So if you’re ready to sell your stamps, contact 
Mystic today.  Let us show you firsthand how 
profitable, easy and stress-free selling your stamps (and 
coins) can be.

Name __________________________________________________

Street __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Phone Number (include area code) ___________________________
❏ United States ❏ Worldwide ❏ Collection ❏ Accumulation

Approximate value _______________________________________

Value based on __________________________________________
Brief description of stamps _________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

We Pay More for Your Stamps
Call 1-800-835-3609

StampBuyer@MysticStamp.com 

Mystic Stamp Company
Attention:  Buying Department

9700 Mill Street, Camden, NY 13316-9111
Fax: 1-315-245-9838BA1964

“Selling Your Stamps to Mystic is...
Profitable, Easy, and Stress-free”

 when you sell 

so is the fact that we win the vast 

* Mystic knows the value of 
your stamps.  And we pay 
you what they’re worth, even 

* Mystic buyers treat you 

from grateful collectors telling 
us Mystic made selling their 
stamps an enjoyable and stress-
free experience, so we know 

Mystic
We Pay More For Your Stamps

Call Mystic Today
1-800-835-3609
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Franklin D. Roosevelt

Alfred H. Caspary Alfred F. Lichtenstein

Great collectors put their trust in H.R. Harmer…

H.R. Harmer · Global Philatelic Network · USA

2680 Walnut Ave, Suite AB · Tustin · CA 92780-7052

www.hrharmer.com 

Phone 714.389.9178

Contact us today if you are interested in consigning to future auctions.

Roosevelt.  Burrus.  Lichtenstein.  Ashbook.  Caspary.  Dale.  Boker. 
Named sales have been a prominent part of H.R. Harmer's success since our inception. Some of the greatest 

men and women ever to pick up a pair of tongs have entrusted Harmer to handle their philatelic holdings.

It is a proven fact that stamps sell 
better when they are presented in an 
attractive manner, which is why we are 
so proud to offer individual catalogues 
for extraordinary collections. After all, 
H.R. Harmer was the first firm to print 
auction catalogues in color and to 
illustrate stamps adjacent to their 
descriptions, rather than on a separate 
page. Just last month we featured three 
specialized catalogues, pictured at right, 
in addition to our regular biannual 
auction.

Do you have a collection that you 
would like to see turned into a named 
sale? If so, please contact us today 
to speak to a member of our team. We 
would love to add your name to the 
pantheon of great collectors who have 
put their trust in H.R. Harmer.
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By Noel Davenhill
Nigerian stamps combine 
complex origins due to its 
difficult evolution. Take a 
thoughtfully guided tour 
of Africa’s most populous 
nation and the stamps 
that have traced its devel-
opment.

1077  ESPER RELECTS 
ON ITS 30TH
ANNIVERSARY  
Long ago, Olympic great 
Jesse Owens talked to 
a  young lady at a stamp 
show who made him a 
promise. Here is what 
happened.
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One week in September, the 
U.S. and Canada both issued 
stamps in honor of those 
men and women who come 
when they are needed most – 
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1056   INDISPENSABLE ISSUES ANCHORED 
TURBULENT DECADE
By Fred Baumann
Beginning in 1936, U.S. stamps began to shift focus from a 
peacetime nation emerging from the Great Depression to 
concerns about war growing on the horizon and approach-
ing fast. How did FDR use stamps to unify the country and 
promotion a national strategy?

1034  A VETERAN’S DAY TRIBUTE FROM  
A PHILATELIST
By Vincent Centonze 
You never know what you’ll find in a box full of old cov-
ers at a stamp show. At APS StampShow/NTSS this year, 
new columnist Vince Centonze found personal as well 
as postal history in one of those covers, and tells its tale 
to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of “the War to 
End All Wars.”

1044  JOSEF PILSUDSKI: FATHER OF 
POLAND’S SECOND REPUBLIC   
By Dr. Edwin J. Andrews      
Most ends signal new beginnings, as did World War I. As 
old empires crumbled, countries long oppressed seized 
their chance to become independent. Poland was one 
of those nations, guided in no small measure by Josef 
Pilsudski – a student, a soldier, a leader, perhaps a dicta-
tor − but always a man who loved his country.
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The Long and the Short and the Tall
Wartime Mail Memorializes America’s Veterans 

So many of us are either service veterans or have fathers, 
mothers, grandparents or close friends or relatives who 
served, whether in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the 

Middle East or elsewhere. We owe our “Greatest Generation” 
(as Tom Brokaw put it) our freedom and our continued way 
of life. But, as collectors, we also enjoy and even treasure 
some of the mail those who served overseas sent back home. 

My mother, Elizabeth Robertson, is just one of those sent 
overseas during World War II who happened to generate in-
teresting mail. She was working in 1943 as a young aide to an 
Illinois congressman in Washington, D.C., but wanted some-
thing more interesting. Through a friend she interviewed for, 
and got, a job with the Office of Strategic Services, the fore-
runner of the Central Intelligence Agency. By the spring of 
1944 she found herself in the OSS office in London.

Though far from the front lines, London was a scary 
place in 1944, with blackout restrictions, barrage balloons 
and most of the children evacuated to the countryside for 
safety. That summer, hundreds of German V-1 flying bombs 
and V-2 supersonic rockets fell in and around the city. V-1s 
were particularly nasty from a psychological standpoint. 
They were launched from ramps in France and Holland and 
pointed in the direction of London. Their ramjet engines  
were calibrated to shut down over London. The distinctive 
drone of the engine stopped, followed by a brief, tense silence 
during which the weapon would plummet to earth, then a 
loud boom as the warhead detonated with enough force to 
wipe out a good part of a city block.

My mother was an American liaison to X-2, (British 
“double-cross”) which was part of counterintelligence, as-
signed, among other things, to trying to find agents who were 
feeding information to the Germans. In between her duties 
in London, she wrote her own mother V-mail, some of which 
survives, with an interesting return address:

Eliz. Robertson, Civ.
OSS Det., A.P.O. 413
c/o Postmaster, N.Y.

I am not sure how many letters survive with ” OSS” as part 
of their return address. Probably not many. Most had a return 
address under embassy cover, or appeared to come from in-
nocuous military units. But this is one small example of the 
correspondence that can be found that reflects the involve-
ment of so many of our relatives, parents and grandparents in 
saving the world from Hitler’s Third Reich. — a mammoth, 
globe-spanning effort that created interesting mail at the 
same time!
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Editor,
The American Philatelist

You would be hard-pressed to find a group of people possessed of a greater un-
derstanding and appreciation of history than philatelists. The very objects of our 
obsession are reminders of those things that are either making modern history 

or commemorating the past in some way. As I have mentioned before, one of the greatest 
aspects of the philatelic experience is the ability to explore long-past cultures and events 
through stamps and covers. For many of us, this is especially true as we consider those who 
have served in the various uniforms of the military service.

November marks a time set aside in the U.S. to remember those who have served and 
who are currently sacrificing for our nation through such service. I use the word “sacrifice” 
knowing full well that there are men and women who have and will make the ultimate 
sacrifice. I also know that even those not called to that end will give up comforts and ad-
vantages to wear our nation’s uniforms. Those are due our honor and appreciation.

As philatelists, our pursuits bring us into close contact with the details of world and 
national history. We understand the conflicts of the past and see their influence on the 
politics of our current day. Whether we experienced first-hand the patriotic spirit of the 
1940s or suffered through the treatment of our Vietnam veterans, we hold tokens of those 
times and those attitudes in our individual collections.

And yet, I fear, we often miss the common thread woven through history and through 
the hobby. We tend to polarize ourselves based on our perception of just and unjust – we 
establish ourselves firmly as liberal or conservative and we evaluate the world from that 
confined perspective. I have promised to avoid bringing politics into the hobby and I pre-
serve that commitment by reminding us all of the common thread in life and philately 
– the human thread. Regardless of our position on the politics of the day, we owe great 
gratitude for those willing to serve and sacrifice in our stead. 

In the pages to follow, you will find more history presented in the context of philately. 
You will see the portrait of an old country’s father and read the letter of a soldier lost just as 
many others learned they were going home. We present the tributes that two nation’s offer 
their first responders and we consider an American era of turbulence and passion. And as 
we reflect on these accounts and honors, we find constant reminders of the challenges of 
life. The human experience gives way to the myriad other experiences of life – both kind 
and cruel. Let those experiences instill in us a greater appreciation for those who have 
served, those who are serving and those who will follow in their stead. In the end equation, 
we all share that human experience.
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Order Today: u s p s . c o m / s h o p  |  1-800-782-6724

KEEPSAKE WITH DIGITAL 
COLOR POSTMARK

$11.95 | 478110

PRESS SHEET
$60.00 | 478106

CEREMONY PROGRAM
$6.95 | 478130

FRAMED ART - SHADOW BOX
$49.95 | 478124

STAMP CEREMONY MEMENTO
$19.95 | 478134

STAMP CEREMONY MEMENTO

  @USPSstamps

The U.S Postal Service® 
salutes the resolute bravery 

and selfl ess dedication of 
America’s First Responders. 
They are our everyday heroes
—fi refi ghters, law enforcement 
offi  cers, emergency medical 
service professionals, and public 
safety personnel, who respond 
to all types of emergencies and 
critical situations with skill, 
compassion, and devotion.

................................................................................
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A Whale of a Tale
I remain inspired by your articles in American Philatelist!  

Keep on the great work.
I have some questions regarding your Falkland Islands 

feature in the September issue. I am just trying to get good 
information about the whales mentioned. As this is my the-
matic interest.  I have tried over the years to tease out details 
for the whales portrayed on various Falkland Islands and 
South Georgia stamps but have obtained no satisfactory an-
swers.

Figure 5 shows a 2½ stamp with “a  whale and penguin.” 
- It was my understanding that these were intended to rep-
resent a fin whale and a gentoo penguin, both of which were 
captured and rendered to oil. Your text indicates “scientific 
criticism over the inaccurate image of a spouting sperm 
whale.” I am curious about this, for the  image clearly does 
not show a sperm whale head or back, and looks more like fin 
whale than other whales, and the fin whale was a major prey 
whale at this time.

The leaping whale in the 1933 6p Centennial stamp in 
Figure 6 is definitively a fin whale, with its distinctive white 
right lower jaw and prominent fin.

What is your citation in knowing that the 1½p “Whale 
Catcher” in Figure 6 is Bransfield?

In Figure 7, you describe the 1938 ½p stamp as “con-
structed from four blue whale jaw bones.” I have asked and  
asked, and looked and looked to no avail to find any state-
ment that these mandibles are in fact from blue whales. 
Please enlighten me.

The blue whale of South Georgia’s 1963 ultra £1 stamp is 
a splendid portrait of the biggest of the biggest.  Note that its 
fin is relatively smaller and farther back than that of the fin 
whale, and that it is a far larger beast.

I trust you’ll take kindly to my query and I look forward 
to learning more from you about these magnificent whales 
on wee bits of sticky paper.

Alastair Watson
Christchurch, New Zealand

Noel Davenhill replied to 
Mr. Watson’s letter:

“Thank you for your 
email, I am pleased you like 
my article. You are correct 
about the whale on the whale 
and penguin stamps. It is in-
deed a fin whale.

“Regarding the ship on the 
1½p Centennial stamp, it is 

definitely the Bransfield, as identified in B.S.H. Grant’s well-
known Postage Stamps of the Falkland Islands & Dependen-
cies, published in 1952. That ship name also is confirmed 
in the 1992 Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, which 
names all ships listed on British Empire stamps.

“Concerning the Whale Bone Arch in Port Stanley, in the 
Handbook of British Colonial stamps in current use, September 
1949 ; comprising historical, geographical and general infor-
mation obtained from official and other reliable sources and 
compiled by R. Courtney Cade, published by His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office in 1950, ‘The arch is composed of four blue 
whales’ jaw bones from the South Shetland...’ ”

Collecting Modern Plate Blocks
For over 40 years I collected United States stamps. I start-

ed with singles and eventually ended with plate blocks on 
first day covers. I collected blocks from all four corners of 
the pane, and set up my stamp pages showing a mint stamp, 
a used version, the FDC and then the four corner blocks on 
the second page with a description of the stamp and all of its 
philatelic information that applied.

In 1989, the USPS started self-adhesive stamps and now 
all of its stamps are self-adhesive. My entire way of collecting 
came to a screeching halt, so to speak. The die cut stamps 
came in singles, panes of 20 and booklets with stamps on 
both sides of the backing. To give you an example of my di-
lemma, I would have to buy the entire pane to have a com-
plete and accurate example of the stamp issue. The “selvage,” 
if you will, contains specific information and photos directly 
associated with the stamp. In my way of collecting you could 
not separate the selvage from the 20 stamps in the pane to 
maintain an accurate representation of that particular issue. 
Of course you could remove a single stamp but you would 
destroy the integrity of the entire pane. From my perspective 
regarding FDCs you would have to have the entire pane on 
the envelope to accurately portray the stamp issued.

I’ve turned to other countries that still have moisture-
activated “lick-and-stick” stamps, and for the most parts am 
happy with the results as it allowed me to continue to collect 
stamps as outlined above although it does appear more and 
more countries are going to the self-adhesive stamps. 

Now someone out there might say “hey, you didn’t have 
to stop collecting U.S. stamps, and this is what you need to do 
to keep collecting as you did.” Well, if there was a way to do it, 
I’d really like to know how other APS members collect U.S. 
self-adhesive stamps — singles mint and used, plate blocks, 
and what about all four corners?

Do people still collect plate blocks? How are they legiti-
mately able to take die-cut stamps and create a plate block 

“Magnificent whales on wee 
bits of sticky paper” like this 
are the topical specialty of a 
reader with questions about 
September’s column on the 
Falkland Islands.
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SHIPPING CHARGES
By MAIL/UPS *: $7.50 Min. Orders over $55 ADD 12%, 

Over $100 ADD 10%, Over $250 ADD 8%
* Some Remote Areas Carry Higher Shipping charges.

PA Residents: ADD 6% Sales Tax
ADD $5/$10 Per Parcel on high weight/low cost orders shipped to the 11 Western States & TX

Ask for Shipping Charges to  AK,  HI,  P.R., APO’s, FPO’s, Foreign

 Phone: 1-800-221-9960 Fax: 1-888-221-9960
Email: custserv@subwaystamp.com  Phone:  814-946-1000  Fax:  814-946-9997

America’s (and the World’s) Largest Stamp Collecting  Supply Company

Great Deals!

Switchable Dual UV Lamp
This versatile precision UV lamp combines two functions in one device: 
Items can be examined for both fluorescence and phosphorescence. 
Combination of short and long UV rays (switchable between 254 and 380 
nm) Battery operated: 4x AA (not included). 4 watt (254 nm) or 3-4 mW 
(380nm).
ZLHLAMT81  (L81) $69.95,  $55.96

Corner Rounder
Corners go from square to round without much effort.  Scraps are held 
in compartment until you are ready to dispose of them.  Easy to store 
and doesn’t take up a lot of room.  
A basic tool that is a must-have for your tools-of-the-trade kit.  
Cuts a 10 mm (3/8”) round corner.
Size: 3-1/4 x 3-1/4 x 1-1/4” thick.
 ASA-847 $12.95 $10.36
3 pack - 10mm (3/8”) round corner, plus a smaller 5mm (3/16”) round 
corner plus a scalloped edge corner cutter (looks kind of like this ~~)
 ASA-847SP $29.95 $23.96

Pocket microscope
MINISCOPE 20x
The practical mini microscope with 20x magnification is ideal for 
a multitude of applications, e.g. for examining coins, banknotes, 
and stamps, or for use at school, university, or home. It provides 
outstanding image sharpness and resolution as well as optimal 
illumination of the research object due to 2 powerful white LEDs. A 
long-wave UV light with 390-400 nm wave length makes UVactive 
color particles in stamps, bank notes, and credit cards even visible 
in daylight. Dimensions: 1 1/2 x 1 3/8” (40 x 37 mm).
LH-MAGTPM6 (PM6)             $16.95          $13.56

Zoom microscope with LED
Continuous adjustment between 60x and 
100x mag. LED illumination enables viewing 
even in poor lighting conditions (3x LR41 
batteries included). Black plastic housing. 
Dimensions: 3½ x 1¼ x ¾” (88 x 30 x 20 
mm)
LH-MAGTPM2 (PM 2)
 $39.95 $31.96

Zoom microscope with LED
Continuous adjustment between 20x and 
40x magnification. Powerful LED enables 
illumination of the research object (3x LR44 
batteries included). Dimensions: 4 x 2⅛ x 
1¼” (102 x 55 x 30 mm).
LH-MAGTPM3 (PM 3)
 $29.95 $23.96

www.subwaystamp.com
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when you have to disassemble the block 
and then reassemble it on some type of 
backing, or try and get all of the stamps 
accurately aligned on the first day cov-
er? To me, this is no longer a real plate 
block. And as far as FDCs with plate 
blocks are concerned it makes the situa-
tion even more dubious.

I know a lot of people probably 
think I’m crazy and making this harder 
than it should be, but I believe these are 
all legitimate questions regarding self-
adhesives. Maybe I should accept the 
way things are and just say “forget it,” 
but I am sure there are a lot of other U.S. 
plate block collectors just like myself 
who are not happy about the situation. 

The U.S. Postal Service says that 
self-adhesive stamps are more conve-
nient, and besides, the paper to print 
“lick-and-stick” stamps is not available 
and more costly. If this is true, how is 
Canada able to print its stamps? They 
seem to be able to find the paper. And 
as far as convenience goes, is it really 
a convenience to use a self-adhesive 
stamp instead of liking and sticking a 
stamp and placing it on an envelope? 
How lazy have we really become?

To all of my fellow APS members 
out there, please let me know how you 
are collecting self-adhesive stamps? If 
this has been addressed in an article in 
The American Philatelist, please let me 
know.

Some of you might be thinking 
“What took you so long?” to address 
an issue that dates back nearly 30 years. 
The answer is that I’ve been rethinking 
of a way to enjoy collecting U.S. stamps 
again, and wanted to know how other 

people are doing it.
Bill Wilson
Seattle, Washington
Editor's Note: One of the most 

contentious ongoing issues in modern 
philately is the transition by the USPS 
to self-adhesive stamps. The change 
presented numerous challenges for col-
lectors and continues to present issues 
today. While we encourage feedback 
on Mr. Wilson's questions, let us also 
recommend some of the materials we 
have published in past AP articles & 
columns:

"Collecting Coast to Coast - Creating 
Seat Belts for Stamps" by Wayne Young-
blood. Published in the March 2016 is-
sue of The American Philatelist, p. 264.

"Sales Talk - The Challenges of Sell-
ing Self-Adhesives" by Tom Horn. Pub-
lished in the March 2016 issue of The 
American Philatelist, p. 330.

"Self-Adhesives" by William Aiello. 
Published in the November 2013 issue of 
The American Philatelist, p. 992.

"U.S. Self-Adhesives Come of Age" 
by George R. Wren. Published in the 
May 1997 issue of The American Philat-
elist, p. 434.

"Unsoakables" by Peter Mastrangelo. 
Published in the March 2008 issue of The 
American Philatelist, p. 246.

Members can access each of these ar-
ticles in the online archives of The Amer-
ican Philatelist at aps.buzz/aparchive.

No Strawberries Here
I read with interest Dr. Steven J. 

Berlin’s feature “What’s Eating Our 
Mail?” in the September American Phi-
latelist. Having spent two years in the 

Peace Corps in Cameroon, I’d like to 
point out the text in the postmarks on 
the cover in Figure 7 (page 853), mailed 
from Djibouti, Somalia, to Lihue, Ha-
waii, was not accurately described.

“Djibouti/Cote F[rais]se,” as it was 
rendered in the article, would mean 
“Djibouti/Strawberry Coast.”   I believe 
the author meant “[Djibouti / Cote 
F(rançai)se des Somalis]” — literally 
“French Coast of Somalis” — as in-
scribed on the stamps.

Victor S. Sloan, MD, FACP, FACR
Raleigh, North Carolina

The postmarks on a bookworm-riddled 
cover from Djibouti in “What’s Eating Our 
Mail” have an abbreviation of the inscription 
on this 5-franc Somali Coast stamp of 1938 
(Scott 176).

310 Chestnut St. • Meadville, PA 16335 
Phone: 814-724-5824 • FAX: 814-337-8940
E-Mail: richard@friedbergstamps.com 
Website: www.friedbergstamps.com

Buyers & sellers of great U.S. revenue stamps for more than 40 years. 
Let us help you 

build YOUR collection!

RICHARD FRIEDBERG STAMPS

See our website for an enormous  
selection of US Revenue Stamps, from  

the classics to the modern issues!

R 117 XF  
gem       $125 

ERIC JACKSON
the hobby’s premier dealer 

of revenue stamps since 1975

ericjackson.com

P.O. Box 728 • Leesport PA 19533-0728 
Phone: 610-926-6200 

E-mail: eric@revenuer.comEstablished 1914

U.S. State Revenues

CA Liquor Trial Stamp 
1935-36 black & gray, 

mint, VF • $20.00 
(INV-223321) 

PA residents pay 
6% sales tax.

We are YOUR online 
destination for 

U.S. State Revenues

We have all 50 States, State of America, 
State Revenue Printer Samples

See what we have for your state!

2018 Jackson ad for November AP US State Revenues California.indd   19/18/2018   11:40:24 AM
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Please Come Back Again
Dear Collectors,
Recently the American Philatelic Society and the 

American Topical Association held a joint show in 
our fair city. It was a resounding success.

We would like to thank all who took part on a job 
well done. The two societies and their staffs, the deal-
ers and their helpers, the exhibitors, the volunteers, 
the attendees and the United States Postal Service 
joined forces to make StampShow/NTSS 2018 a truly 
memorable show. It has shown to us and to all in our 
city the vibrancy and joy of our great hobby.

Whether advanced collector or rank beginner there was 
something for each attendee to enjoy. It was and is our plea-
sure to host this meeting. Please come back again ... and 
again.

Sincerely,
The local stamp clubs of Columbus
President Charles Deeb	 President Van Siegling
Worthington Stamp Club	 Columbus Philatelic Club

‘Modern Mistake’ Follow-Up
The ‘Letters’ column in the September American Philat-

elist (pages 828-29) notified readers of a recent discovery by 
Manuel Morales of San Diego, California, among some re-

cent purchases at the post office. The image, reproduced here, 
showed a detail from the 12-stamp side of a ‘USA Forever’ 
Flag stamp booklet (Scott 5160b) on which the lower row of 
stamps had been miscut, with the horizontal cut running well 
into the top of the stamp.

Manuel mentioned finding more than one booklet like 
this and asked if we had seen any before. The conversation 
here seemed to indicate that there are quite a few of these 
in the market, and potentially still in post offices as well. We 
invited readers to take part in a “quick, informal census” and 
“let us know if you have any of these booklets.”

The only report we received was from Tom Zick from 
Curtis, a small cottage-country town in Michigan’s Upper 

This modern mistake was introduced in the September American 
Philatelist on page 829.

About Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor are en-

couraged and welcomed provided 
that the content is specifically re-
lated to philately and/or the busi-
ness of the Society. The purpose 
of this section of the journal is to 
promote healty debate about the 
hobby, to correct errors and omis-
sions and to provide a forum for 
comments and suggestions.

The current editorial policy 
regarding letters to the editor can 
be found online at https://aps.
buzz/2LRKK8o. This policy is 
subject to revision as necessary to 
enhance the value of the material 
published in The American Philat-
elist.

Send a letter to the editor 
by e-mailing lettertotheeditor@
stamps.org or faxing (814) 933-
6128. You may also mail your letter 
to: Letter to the Editor, APS, 100 
Match Factory Place, Bellefonte 
PA 16823.
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Peninsula. On September 5, Tom told us that three such booklets had been found 
in his post office, and these were judiciously offered to and bought by Tom and the 
two other collectors that the postal clerk knew.

d versus p
When I read Noel Davenhill’s article on the Falkland Islands in the September 

issue of The American Philatelist, it grated to find denominations expressed as “2 
1/2p” or “2sh6p.” The stamps themselves express their value in “d,” for denarius. That 
is because the stamps were valued in sterling, which is properly written 6d or 2s6d, 
properly expressed in the Gibbons catalogs. In sterling, there are 120 pennies to the 
pound. When the currency changed on  February 15, 1971, (“Decimal Day”), there 
were 100 new pence to the pound. Therefore 1d does not equal 1p.

To my further dismay, I found that Scott catalogs also express values as “6p” and 
“2sh6p.” Shame on them.

It is a small thing, but why not do it correctly?
Thomas P. Myers
Gordonsville, Virginia

Our Stories Buttress the Hobby
I’d like to thank Martin K. Miller for the terrific work he and his APS colleagues 

do to make philately come alive.
I cringed, however, when I read his “Philatelic Experience” column in the Sep-

tember American Philatelist (“Another Take on Our Story,” page 822) with the use 
of the same word 17 times on one page – perhaps a record.

As a writer, I try not to use the same word over and over on a page. Maybe 
“that’s just me,” but I take the liberty to bring it to your attention. Certainly the word 
“story” has numerous synonyms and substitutes.

But I am thankful that at least you did not use the word I truly despise — “sup-
port.” I now refuse to use it. Instead, I pause to conjure up suitable substitutes, of 
which I have to date found at least 26, from “agree with” to “sustain.”    

Despite this diatribe I did enjoy your column, and agree 100 percent with your 
premise that stamps are a great vehicle to help us promote our sagas.

Eli Goodman
Springfield, Illinois

Editor’s Note: Outside of some highly-specialized writing types, most authors 
would agree that word choice is highly personal and a critical component in the 
challenge of communicating specific messages. The word selection in "The Phila-
telic Experience," while clearly redundant, was also intentional. Throughout his-
tory, writers have deployed repetition (both of message and specific words) in or-
der to emphasize points of special importance. The intention was to impress upon 
even the most causal reader the correlation between the possible implications of the 
word "story." Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts on the column. 
Feedback is always welcome ... and watch for a more diverse array of abetting syn-
onyms in the future.

Zeppelin Mail ‘Received Too Late’
I’m not sure of the sequence of events, but it appears that this beautiful cover 

was to be carried to Los Angeles on the Graf Zeppelin, but according to the three-
line violet handstamp, it was “RECEIVED TOO LATE / TO CONNECT WITH / 
GRAF ZEPPELIN FLIGHT.” It was canceled on Aug. 27, 1929, then mailed back to 
Mr. Rayner here in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.

I’ll leave the rest to you to figure out.
Bob Cancilla
Pittsfield, Massachusetts
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Edward D. Younger Co.
Serious professional buyers of philatelic properties for over 40 years
Collections - Accumulations - Dealer Stocks

   Contact:
Ed Younger for an appointment today!

We are a company that:
• Has a reputation for efficient, no-nonsense, honest transactions
• Has a Worldwide clientele allowing us to pay real market price   

for your US or foreign collections
• Has ready funds to handle any size property
• Can provide immediate cash payment with no waiting
• Has the need, knowledge and means to buy your stamps

 Member since 1976

November 12–November 30,  2018

6 Autumns Way 
Brookfield, CT 06804

Edward D. Younger Co.

Phone: (203) 628-7348  • Fax: (203) 628-7346 • Email: info@edwardyounger.com

W         e  will be traveling throughout 

the Western States of California, 

Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Utah, 

Nevada, and Idaho — as well as  

       British Columbia, Canada. If  

           you have stamps you’d like to 

           sell, please contact us to  

            arrange an appointment.
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Editor's Note: According to the 2001 edition of the Sieger 
Zeppelinpost Spezial-Katalog, covers that arrived in time, 
received a special “First Round-the-World Flight” pictorial 
handstamp and were carried on the Graf Zeppelin from Los 
Angeles to Lakehurst and delivered (Sieger 29 A) and have a 
catalog value of €75 (approximately $87 U.S.)  

However the Sieger catalog also notes that, “letters re-
ceived too late were given a two-line handstamp from the 
U.S. Post Office Department: ‘TOO LATE FOR / GRAF ZEP-
PELIN DESPATCH’,” which is accorded a catalog value of €50 

(about $58 U.S.). This is not the 
same as the three-line handstamp 
on your cover, which may be 
scarcer or more common than the 
one Sieger lists.

In fact, there may have been 
a good reason why so much U.S. 
mail meant for the widely publi-
cized flight ended up “late.” Amer-
ican collectors sent mail with 
the understanding that the flight 
would begin August 27, and it 
did – at 15 minutes past midnight. 
That intentionally early departure 
was what enabled the giant Ger-
man airship to confidently cross 

the country and land at Lakehurst just two days later at 7:12 
in the morning.

Whoever opened the envelope containing this cover in 
Los Angeles on August 27 treated it appropriately. Since it 
no longer needed to pay a premium for transcontinental car-
riage on a Zeppelin, the mail clerk applied the three-line late 
handstamp and canceled only the 5-cent airmail envelope to 
pay for its return to the sender in Pittsfield. The 5-cent Bea-
con airmail stamp and 50-cent Arlington Amphitheater de-
finitive were never postmarked.

Join ISGC 

American Philatelist Ad 

2.25” x 5” 

• $10 online membership 
includes 
 Catalogs 
 Research resources 
 Quarterly journal 

• Meet other helpful  
collectors and experts 

• Exclusive auctions 

• Free Guatemala stamp  
album 

 

Join I.S.G.C. 
www.GuatemalaStamps.com Rising Sun Stamps

3272 Holley Terrace, The Villages, FL 32163-0068 
Phone: (Cell) 570-350-4393 

E-mail: haruyo_baker@msn.com

Buying China, Japan 
stamps & covers

We buy stamps not listed. 

 We will travel for large holdings. 

Cash payment upon request.

PR China Buy Price 
for Mint, NH XF

Scott # We Pay

344a        100
357a          200
542-59       400
566a          500
620-7        800
621i-7i   2500
628        8000
716-31     700
782           800
798a      1200
967-80   1500
996a      2500

Scott # We Pay

1211-14    200
1399        325
1433        150
1451       180
1492       300
1518         800
1540        110
1586     1,300
1607a      250
1617       150
1647a     100
1761       100

Buying at NOJEX/ASDA 
Oct. 19–21 • Hilton Meadowlands

WASHINGTON-FRANKLINS — PART II

Purchase 3 items or more – TAKE 10% OFF, 
P&H $4, see website for photos and more details.

International Trading, LLC, Box 34, Verona, NJ 07044
800-950-0058 • www.northstamp.com

Since 1975NORTHLAND

442 ** VF Line Pr W/cert ..........$84
442 ** VF Pr  ................................... 35
452 ** XF Line Pr .......................... 99
454 ** XF w/cert .........................495
454 ** XF Line 4-Strip w/cert ..895
455 ** XF Pr .................................... 90
455 ** VF Line Pr w/cert ............ 75
455 ** VF Line Pr .......................... 60
457 ** VF Line Pr w/cert ..........375
458 ** XF Line Pr w/cert ..........350
458 ** VF Pr .................................... 85
458 * XF/S Line Pr w/cert ........375
463a * VF PN Bklt Pane .............. 89
464 ** X F w/cert ........................300
464 ** VF  ........................................ 95
464 * X F .......................................... 95
466 ** XF w/cert .........................175
466 *VF/XF ..................................... 95
472 * S ............................................500
472 * VF/XF .................................... 95
481 ** VF PL. Blk ........................... 29
483 * VF Pl. Blk............................... 63
484 **/* XF Pl. Blk .......................110
487 ** VF Pr w/cert ...................... 90
488 ** VF Line Pr........................... 55
489 ** VF Line Pr........................... 44
493 ** VF Line Pr w/cert ..........140
495 ** XF Line Pr w/cert ..........330
495 ** VF Pr .................................... 30
495 ** XF Pr .................................... 95
496 ** XF Pr .................................... 24
496 * VF Line Pr ............................. 16
497 ** VF Line Pr.........................165
497 ** VF Pr .................................... 70
498b ** VF ....................................750
501b **/* VF Bklt Pane ............... 39
502 * S .............................................. 45
502b ** VF Bklt Pane ................... 55
503  VF Pl. Blk.............................. 55
503 * XF ........................................... 30
504 * XF ........................................... 24
506 ** XF/S ..................................... 70
506 * XF ........................................... 75
507 * XF ........................................... 25
508 ** VF ......................................... 15
509 ** XF ......................................... 39
509 ** VF ......................................... 18
510  VF Pl. Blk ........................... 80
513 ** VF ......................................... 14

514 ** XF/S ................................ $525
514 ** XF .......................................110
514 * VF ........................................... 18
515 ** VF ......................................... 55
515 * VF ........................................... 22
516 ** XF w/cert .........................135
516 ** XF ......................................... 85
516 ** VF ......................................... 42
516 * XF/S ....................................... 70
516 **/* VF Pl. Blk .......................480
517 ** VF/XF .................................. 95
517 ** XF .......................................125
517 * VF/XF .................................... 29
518 ** S ...................................... 1,325
518**/* VF Pl. Blk ........................925
524 ** XF w/cert .........................340
524 ** VF w/cert .........................200
524 **/* XF Center 
Line 4-Blk ....................................895

526 **/* VF/XF 4-Blk ..................105
526 ** VF Pl. Blk...........................295
527 ** VF ......................................... 23
527 ** VF/XF Pl. Blk ....................250
527 **/* VF Pl. Blk .......................115
528 ** XF Pl. Blk ..........................125
528 * VF Pl. Blk............................... 55
528 **/* VF PN 12-Blk ................. 95
528A ** VF Pl. Blk........................525
528B ** VF Pl. Blk ........................245
531 **/* VF 4-Blk........................... 45
532 ** XF/S Pr ..............................195
534 ** XF Pr .................................... 37
535 **/* VF Arrow 4-Blk ............. 75
535 **/* VF 4-Blk........................... 45
535 ** VF Pl. Blk............................. 45
536 ** XF ......................................... 42
536  VF .......................................... 19
536 **/* VF Pl. Blk .......................145
538  VF Pl. Blk............................100
538 **/* VF PN 8-Blk ..................100
538a * VF Pr Imp. Between ....... 33
540 ** VF 8-Blk ............................120
547 * XF ........................................... 90
547 ** VF 4-Blk w/cert ..............575
548-50 ** VF ................................... 60
548-50 ** VF 4-Blks ....................275
550 * VF ........................................... 16
550  S ............................................. 39
550 **/* VF 4-Blk.........................105
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Autumn Auction Series
December 3-7, 2018 in Geneva

Browse the lots and bid on
www.davidfeldman.com

David Feldman SA 59 Route de Chancy, 1213 Petit Lancy 1, Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel. +41 (0)22 727 0777 Fax +41 (0)22 727 0778 Email info@davidfeldman.com

We will have the pleasure to present our usual All World & Collections catalogue as well as 
several specialized sales dedicated to Egypt with the fi rst part of the Chalhoub Collection,  
Persia, Indian States, France & colonies, Great Britain and British Empire including the "Koi"  
Collection of Bechuanaland. 

Our philatelists are travelling to the US in November 
Please contact us to make an appointment:
Email: info@davidfeldman.com 
Offi ce: 1-800-470-0457

Specialized 
Waterbury collection

Provenance : 
Anderegg collection
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On the Road Again
A Look Back Over the Busy Summer Months

In the midst of all the improvements we’re making within 
the APS at Bellefonte, I don’t always highlight getting 
out and meeting APS members on the road. Traveling 

to where you live and collect is one of the perks of my job, 
and one of the best tools I have to learn what matters to you, 
which is why it is important to me to share what I learn out 
“on the road.”

In September, I had a chance to visit two World Series of 
Philately shows in Omaha, Nebraska, and Seattle, Washing-
ton.

Omaha Stamp Show
I started off at the Omaha Stamp Show, a two-day show 

held at the South Campus of the Metropolitan Community 
College. The location has great free parking and the traffic 
of students was also a nice pitch to draw in non-collectors. 
We kicked off the show with a town hall meeting of members 
from the region to get started on APS StampShow / National 
Topical Stamp Show 2019, which will be held next August 1-4 
in Omaha.

APS members from Denver, Minnesota, Kansas City, Chi-
cago, Iowa, and Texas would like me to remind their counter-
parts elsewhere in North America that Omaha is centrally 

located, easily accessible and that they’re looking forward to 
showing off how great the city is. U.S. Representative Don 
Bacon, a retired Air Force Brigadier General, also pledged his 
commitment to working with us to make the show a memo-
rable event. [Figure 1]

While I was in Omaha, [Figure 2] I also met with rep-
resentatives from Union Pacific, which has already commit-
ted $30,000 as a show sponsor and donated a “Brass Lantern 
Award” for a special exhibiting competition highlighting 
trains and the rail in philately.

We also received a special invitation to Boys Town, [Fig-
ure 3] home of the world’s largest stamp ball, weighing in at 
615 pounds and more than 4.6 million stamps. We’re working 
out the details of a partnership with Boys Town so we can 
bring more sights to the show.

We will be making announcements on different special 
events with our major partner, the American Topical Asso-
ciation, which has once again agreed to co-host our annual 
summer event. For those who attended our first show to-
gether in Columbus, Ohio, the partnership definitely brought 
some great energy to the event. We’ve received very positive 
feedback on that joint effort and encouragement to keep 
working with the ATA and other national affiliates to high-

Figure 1. U.S. Representative Don Bacon, Scott English, Omaha 
Philatelic Society President Herb Eveland and Edgar Hicks at the 
Omaha Stamp Show. 

Figure 2. APS Director-at-Large Rich Drews, Brenda Manwaring of 
Union Pacific and Director-at-Large Peter McCann with the Union 
Pacific’s “Brass Lantern Award,” photographed at the Greater 
Houston Stamp Show.
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Figure 4. Pictured here in 2016 at World Stamp Show NY, 
Doug and Miriam Weisz went above and beyond to help 
APS make new friends and members at SEAPEX.

light the best the hobby has to offer at the annual summer show. ATA 
President Dale Smith also was with me in Omaha.  Dale has pledged 
their full support and is already working with ATA leadership to make 
the 2019 sequel an even more memorable event. Please mark your cal-
endars and plan to be with us next year. Follow news of the show on our 
website at www.stamps.org.

SEAPEX
SEAPEX is a three-day WSP show held at the Tukwila Community 

Center in a suburban city of about 20,000 that borders on Seattle at its 
northern edge. Aside from free parking, the show hotel features a free 
shuttle for visitors to and from the show. There were more than 30 deal-
ers from around the country and a very busy bourse throughout the 
weekend. APS President Bob Zeigler and Vice President Jeff Shapiro 
served on the jury and APS Treasurer Bruce Marsden exhibited with 
the American Helvetian Society, while also visiting with dealers and 
APS members. 

The show has an enthusiastic committee that covered the floor to 
make sure everyone in attendance felt at home. We had a great town 
hall meeting originally scheduled for 60 minutes, but the members 
who attended wanted to keep going, so we added an another hour. 

As for recruitment at the show, we brought back eight new applica-
tions, including three members under the age of 40. The chief reason 
for our success came from Doug Weisz, an APS Dealer Member from 
New Orleans, seen in the nearby photo with his wife Miriam and an 
unnamed biplane.[Figure 4].

NOVEMBER 2018 / AMERICAN PHILATELIST   1029

.............................................................................................................

November 2018 - The FINAL AP.indb   1029 10/9/2018   7:33:18 AM



On the first day of the show, Doug generously offered to 
pay for the membership for the first five new applications 
we picked up. Just as we were closing the fifth new member, 
Miriam brought over a 23-year-old collector interested in 
joining. Without hesitation, Doug offered to pick one more 
to make sure the young lady was able to sign up.

Dealers are among our most effective recruiters, but 
Doug went above and beyond the call of duty. Many thanks 
to his contribution and the great recruiting efforts by him 
and Miriam during the show!

Looking to the Road Ahead
By the time you read this, I will have traveled to Ontario, 

California, for SESCAL in October, and Bill Dixon of Cir-
cuit Sales will have represented the APS at the joint NOJEX / 
ASDA show in New Jersey. 

APRL Librarian Scott Tiffney and I will be traveling 
to Chicagopex at the Westin Chicago Northwest in Itasca, 
Illinois, November 16-18, 2018. I will be hosting a Town Hall 
meeting Friday, November 16 at 4 pm with our members 
to discuss the APS and looking ahead to our international 
StampShow 2021 in Chicago. I hope to see you there!

Figure 3 . Boy’s Town greets visitors with the world’s largest stamp 
ball, a 615 pound juggernaut composed of more than 4.6 million 
stamps.

Phone: (847) 462-9130  
Email: jim@jameslee.com

Visit our site tonight!

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876

We’re the key source
For Thousands of U.S. Essays, Proofs,

Postal History & Fancy Cancels

We are highly experienced collection builders.

JamesLee.com

How may we help you?

See them on our website...

U.S. FIRST ISSUES – ONE’s T WO’s THREE’s OR FOUR’s
What else are you looking for!

CHECK OUT OUR SITE NOW!
www.MALACK.com

Ask us about our no interest payment plan!
Terms: Payment with order (Check, MO, VISA, 

MC, AmEx or DIS). P&H add $1.50. 10-day  
Guarantee! SASE for complete U.S. pricelist!

We Buy/Sell Stamps and Coins

Steve Malack
P.O. Box 5628 • Endicott, NY 13763

607-862-9441 (Ph/Fax)
steve@malack.com

1 SUPERB, CERT, 
sheet margin on 

piece, GEM! 
$625.00

3P3 
SUPERB, 
proof on 

India, 
GEM! 

$400.00

1TC1a 
SUPERB, 

brown red, 
SUPER 

SCARCE! 
$1,100.00

1TC2h  
VF/XF 

Trail Color 
proof, 

fresh color, 
RARE! 

$575.00

2TC1a  
SUPERB, 
orange  

vermillion, 
proof on  

India, SCARCE! 
$1,100.00

1 F-VF+, faint 
crease, Nice 

$299.00

1 F-VF+, blue 
cancel, light 

creases $289.00

1 F-VF+, Pair, minor 
flaw, Fresh $725.00

1 VF looking, 
crease, low 

price $175.00

1 VF/XF JUMBO, 
CERT GRD-85J, 
HUGE A GEM! 

$725.00

1b xXF, CERT 
GRD-90, Orange 

Brown, RARE! 
$1,725.00

2 XF-SUPERB, 
CERT, blue 

cancel, GEM! 
$1,825.00

4 XF JUMBO, CERT 
GRD-90, RARE mint 

corner margin single, 
GEM! $2,475.00

2 SUPERB, 
blue cancel, 

SUPER SELECT! 
$1,850.00

1 VF/XF, CERT, 
faint cancel 

NICE! $650.00

1 VF+, CERT, 
blue cancel, 

very nice 
$425.00

1a F/VF, used, 
some repairs, 

looks nice 
$324.50

1a VF, black 
brown 

shade,Nice 
Color $575.00

1a VF, blackish 
brown shade, 

blue grid! 
$799.00

3P4- 4P4 SUPERB, proof 
on card, SHOWPIECE! 

$825.00

1P3- 2P3 SUPERB, Specimen 
Proof on India/card, 
SCARCE! $1,350.00

2 F/VF, faint 
cancel, Nice 
Eye Appeal! 

$875.00

2 F/VF, fresh 
stamp, reddish 

cancel, nice! 
$765.00

2 VF+, four 
margins, nice 

stamp $695.00

New 
Items 

Weekly
All Price 
Ranges

All 
Grades

1 VF, face free 
red cancel, 

Lovely! $325.00

1 F/VF, faint 
blue cancel, 

nice! $335.00

2 Fine+, fresh 
impression, 

nice price 
$595.00

1 VF, red cancel, 
Very Nice! 

$325.00

1847  
COVERS 

ARE  
AVAILABLE,  

JUST  
ASK!
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432 West 54th Street
between 9th & 10th Avenues

New York, NY 10019

Tel: (212) 489-8130
Fax: (212) 581-8130

championstamp@aol.com

A LOOK INTO OUR WORLDIWDE & U.S. STOCK MANY OTHERS AVAILABLE - VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.CHAMPIONSTAMP.COM

Call us to discuss  what you collect.

Send us your wantlist

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 10AM-4PM

THURSDAY 
TILL 7PM

ANGOLA #333-356, LH 
OUR PRICE $160-

ERITREA #B29-32, NH - OUR PRICE $395-

GREECE #C38-47, NH 

HUNGARY #C81, NH
PERF & IMPERF

OUR PRICE $795-
SET OF 2 MINI SHEETS

OUR PRICE $560-

FAROE IS. #1-6. USED - OUR PRICE $688-

#10-18, NH - OUR PRICE $230-
INDIA - RAJASTHAN #15-25, LH

OUR PRICE $125-

CUBA
#239a, LH
OUR PRICE 

$245-

LIECHTENSTEIN #131, LH
OUR PRICE $297-

BELGIUM #221, NH
OUR PRICE $420-

ITALY - TRIESTE A #C13-16, NH
OUR PRICE $336-

SOUTH AFRICA #2-16, LH

OUR PRICE $960-

VATICAN #35-40, LH
WITH DIENA CERTIFICATE

OUR PRICE $1,095-

OUR PRICE $210-

JAPAN #C14-24, LH

ZANZIBAR
#138, LH
OUR PRICE

$495-

#37 W/ PF CERT.
LH, GRAY LILAC

GENUINE 
PREVIOUSLY HINGED
W/ SOME FAINT PERF

TIP TONING
OUR PRICE $1,050-

SPECIAL OFFER

#523
W/ PSE CERT.
GENUINE

UNUSED, NH
OUR PRICE

$750-

#599A
W/ PF CERTIFICATE

UNUSED, NH
JOINT LINE PAIR
OUR PRICE $850-

#78b W/ PF CERT.
UNUSED, PART OG

GENUINE
W/ TINY CORNER 

PERFORATION CREASE
@ BOTTOM RIGHT
OUR PRICE $750-

#121 
W/ APS CERTIFICATE

UNUSED
PART O.G.
GENUINE

OUR PRICE $2,150-

#630 WHITE PLAINS SHEET
MINT - F/VF 

NEVER HINGED CATALOG PRICE $575-
OUR PRICE $285-

HINGED CATALOG PRICE $325-
OUR PRICE $160-

LESS THAN 1/2 SCOTT VALUE

ZANZIBAR
#140, LH
OUR PRICE

$995-

MALAYA - KELANTAN #29-43, LH

OUR PRICE $695-

SWEDEN #213-227, USED

OUR PRICE $555-

AUSTRIA 

GREENLAND 

#128-144, NH - OUR PRICE $735-
Write , Call or Send 

us an Email 
to receive our mailers.

CELEB
RATING 

OVER 25
 YEARS  

IN BUSINESS

NEW ZEALAND #122-125, LH - OUR PRICE $235-
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A Veteran’s Day Tribute from a Philatelist
BY VINCENT CENTONZE

Joy, contentment, peace of mind, a sense of accom-
plishment... these are among the things I feel when I 
engage in my favorite endeavor — whether I’m writ-
ing an article, working on an exhibit, filling spaces in 
my album, or leafing through its pages enjoying the 
stamps.

However, while looking through a box of covers 
at the dealer’s booth at APS StampShow this past Au-
gust, I came across one that evoked very different feel-
ings:  both sadness, and profound gratitude.

This Veteran’s Day — Sunday, November 11, 2018 
— is the 100th anniversary of the Armistice that ended 
hostilities in World War I. I might not have reflected 
on this momentous occasion were it not for the cover I 
found and its contents you see on these pages. 

At a glance, there is nothing particularly special 

about a cover to a soldier serving with the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF) in France during World 
War I. This one is addressed to Pvt. (Private) Samuel F. 
McDonald, Co. (Company) B. 103(rd) M.G. Btn. (Ma-
chine Gun Battalion), American Expeditionary Forces, 
France.  The cover was mailed by Daniel L. McDonald, 
1607 Brown Ave., Manchester, New Hampshire, R.F.D. 
#6 − the return address as written on the back flap.

As is typical for AEF covers from home, it is frank-
ed with a 3¢ purple Washington (Scott 530) paying the 
first-class letter war rate from the U.S., which was in 
effect from November 2, 1917 to July 1, 1919.  The rate 
to the AEF in France was 3¢ per ounce, the same as the 
domestic first-class rate.  The cover is postmarked with 
a November 2, 1918, Manchester, New Hampshire, du-
plex cancel.

‘What few fellows there is left 
here is always asking for you.’

Figure 1. The cover from a letter returned 
from France to New Hampshire in 
November 1918.
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Covers to and from the AEF are quite common, 
even with numerous auxiliary markings showing that 
they have been forwarded many times or returned to 
the sender.   However, in this case, there is a red line 
through the address, and an incomplete gray boxed 
marking:  “DECEASED VERIFIED BY / STATISTI-
CAL DIVISION H.A.E.F.”  A red ink manuscript nota-
tion in the upper left indicates that the addressee has 
been confirmed as “DECEASED” and signed to that 
effect by an officer: “Verified by Lt. R.J. Fenton U.S. 
ARMY AEF.”  

That addressee, Samuel Franklin McDonald, came 
into this world on February 8, 1898, in Candia, New 
Hampshire, one of four siblings born to Leroy and 
Catherine McDonald. His brothers were Jim, Daniel, 
and John, and he had a sister, Lottie. Sam grew up in 
Candia and Manchester. The letter to Pvt. McDonald 
was sent by his brother, Daniel, to whom it was likely 
returned.

As it turned out, Sam died of his wounds on No-
vember 12, 1918 — the day after the Armistice took 

effect, and probably shortly before the letter ever could 
have reached him.

I have other AEF covers in my collection that were 
returned to the sender because the addressee was de-
ceased, but none with enclosures. I never stopped to 
ponder the consequences that those old and torn enve-
lopes brought to so many lives, so long ago.  

As I casually browsed through the dealer’s stock on 
that quiet Saturday afternoon after the morning stamp 
crowds had thinned out, a hard rain battered the roof 
of the convention center.  I find rain very soothing, so 
this made for a particularly relaxing moment to look 
for hidden gems to add to my collection. In some 
strange way, however, it also set the mood to get emo-
tionally involved with the brittle letter that I removed 
from the sleeve and carefully unfolded.

The letter to Samuel was simple and mundane; 
it appears Daniel was not well-schooled in the art of 
composition. He discussed everyday life typical of 
small-town America a century ago.   

I don’t know what touched me so much about this 

Figure 2. A photo of 103rd 
Machine Gun Battalion 
troops with some German 
prisoners-of-war in 1918. 
(Image courtesy U.S. 
National Archives.)
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letter. Perhaps it was the easy elo-
quence of brother Daniel’s words, 
despite his struggle against poor 
grammar. Perhaps it was my 
growing awareness of the pain-
ful irony that Samuel, unknown 
to his brother, would die of his 
wounds after the war was over, 
but before the letter could reach 
him.

As I read the soft, gentle 
words, there was a poignance that 
was especially moving. It caused 
tears to well up in my eyes, even 
in the middle of a stamp show.  I 
felt a deep sense of gratitude to a 
young man I never knew, a young 
man who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for his country one hundred 
years ago.

Because Veteran’s Day is a time 
to pay tribute to those who serve 
in our military, and because this 
Veteran’s Day marks a special anni-
versary, I think it is appropriate to 
share Daniel’s letter, as written and 
without corrections.

Manchester N.H.
Nov 1. 1918
Dear Brother Sam,
Just a few words to let you know that we are all well 

and hope you the same.  John and I went up street last 
night and there was a lot of children out.  That was Hal-
lowene night.  

We went up with the machine and left it on the street 
while we went to the moving pictures.  While we was in 
there some one shut the needle valve on the carborator 
so it would not start.  While I was trying to start it I broke 
a piece of the kick starter and I couldnt throw the clutch 
out to change into low.  We went down west central street 
hill and started the engine in second speed.  But the en-
gine wouldn’t pull your Hat off until I timed the car-
brator over.  I am wating for a piece to come from 
the factory as Jackson doesnt have it in stock.

We sent a Barrell of vegatables to Uncle Dan and 
he wrote Back to Pa and said he would send him a 
pair of Rubber Boots if Pa would send him the size 
he wares.  I wanted to go Rolar Skateing But I heard 

it was a small Hall to skate in so I didnt go Skateing it is 
in the polish hall on Chestnut St near lowell St.

We have had a good autumn this year.  it hasnt been 
very cold.   Nor very raney here.   Lillian Boisvert wants 
you to write to her.  She is a sister to the fellow you put 
the Black grease on in the shop.  What few fellows there 
is left here is always asking for you.   We have a service 
flag in the welt department and your name is the first 
name on the flag.  

Will close with love and good Health and good Luck.
As ever
Dan

Figure 3. The front page of New Hampshire’s Portsmouth 
Herald, on November 11, 1918.
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Samuel is buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Manchester. 
It’s a shame he never had the chance to see his brother’s let-
ter, the opportunity we now have had.   

Philately usually brings me a tremendous amount of 
joy; I’m sure it does for you as well.   Indeed, that’s a big 
reason why we love the hobby. It connects us with events, 

places, people, and our past. I’ve also learned that it helps 
us know what we owe, and to whom we owe it. 

To all veterans, whether you are separated from the 
service, retired, still serving in uniform, living or long de-
ceased... including Private Sam McDonald... thank you for 
your service.

Figure 5. The back of the envelope in Figure 1, with the address of the brother who mailed it to Private Sam McDonald.

Figure 4. The grave marker of “SAMUEL 
F. McDONALD / NEW HAMPSHIRE / PVT. 
103 M.G. BATT’N / 26 DIV. / NOVEMBER 
12, 1918.” (Image courtesy Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Manchester, N.H.)
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COLLECTORS WORLD

PHILATELY, STAMPS, COINS & BANKNOTES

All unsold lots of the 42nd Auction are 
offered until December 3, 2018

BIETIGHEIM | STUTTGART 
              HAMBURG

At all our locations we offer:

• FREE CONSULTATION 
• FREE VALUATION
• CONSIGNMENTS
• OUTRIGHT PURCHASE

Give us a call: 
+49-(0)7142-789400
Or contact us by mail: 
info@aukti onen-gaertner.de

C.G. Collectors World – 
A global brand for collectors

UPCOMING AUCTIONS                                    

Auktionshaus 
CHRISTOPH GÄRTNER GmbH & Co. KG

SPECIAL AUCTION 
November 30 - December 1, 2018
COLLECTION PETER ZGONC
„BRITISH OCCUPATION:
New Guinea, Marshall Islands and Samoa“
„GERMAN OCCUPATIONS WW II“
The Aucti on held in the Schlosshotel Monrepos
in Ludwigsburg, Germany 

SPECIAL AUCTION in VIENNA 
 December 8, 2018
„AUSTRIA AND TERRITORIES“
The Aucti on will be held in the aucti on hall of Auk-
ti onshaus H.D. Rauch GmbH in Austria, 1010 Wien, 
Habsburgergasse 1, Sti ege 2, 1. fl oor

43rd AUCTION 
February 5 - 6, 2019 / banknotes & coins
February 18 - 22, 2019 / philately 
Closing date for consignments: January 3, 2019
                                                                                                                

AUCTION GALLERIES Hamburg
vormals Schwanke GmbH
10. Aucti on / November 30 - December 1, 2018  
                                                                                                               

AUKTIONSHAUS EDGAR MOHRMANN & CO
Internat. Briefmarken-Aukti onen GmbH
211. Aucti on / June 2019

Aucti on Galleries Hamburg
vormals SCHWANKE GmbH
Kleine Reichenstr. 1 | 20457 Hamburg
Tel. +49-(0)40-337157
www.auction-galleries.de

Aukti onshaus
Edgar Mohrmann & Co
Kleine Reichenstr. 1 | 20457 Hamburg
Tel. +49-(0)40-6894700
www.edgar-mohrmann.de  

Aukti onshaus
Christoph Gärtner GmbH & Co. KG
Steinbeisstr. 6+8 | 74321 Bieti gheim- Bissingen
Tel. +49-(0)7142-789400 
www.aukti onen-gaertner.deAm
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CENTURY STAMPS
40 Years of Quality & Service

P.O. Box 69, Dept. A
Huntington Station, NY 11746

Phone: 631-385-4647   Fax: 631-385-4699
E-mail: centurystamps@hotmail.com

U.S. Stamps from 1847–1938
Over 3,000 STAMPS!!

ALL in full Color!!

Plus an additional listing
of 2,000 Mint & Used
Stamps also enclosed.

If you collect SUPERB,
X F or V F stamps,

This Catalog is a MUST!

Outside the U.S. enclose $10.00.  Limit 1 catalog per request.

Send $3.00     Catalog Sent Priority Mail!

Please rush my catalog to:

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: ___________________________________________

State: ___________________________________________

Send for Our United States
Current Catalog in Full Color!

Check out our Catalog on the web: century-stamps.com

150 Pages!!

Zip:

150-page catalog now
with thousands of

graded stamps
from PSE, PF, 

and PSAG. 

About the Author
Vince Centonze grew up on Long Island, New York, 

where he started collecting stamps more than 50 years ago. 
He and his brother would scour the pages of dad’s American 
Legion magazines looking for ads offering 100 stamps for a 
quarter. While his brother eventually lost interest, his fasci-
nation with stamps deepened through college and his first ca-
reer in the Air Force. Centonze belongs to over a dozen phila-

telic organizations, including the American Philatelic Soci-
ety, United States Stamp Society, Egypt Study Circle, China 
Stamp Society, International Society for Japanese Philately, 
Mexico-Elmhurst Philatelic Society, Haiti Philatelic Society, 
Yugoslavia Study Group, Perfins Club, Precancel Stamp So-
ciety, the Florida Precancel Club, United Postal Stationery 
Society, the Carriers and Locals Society, the American Asso-
ciation of Philatelic Exhibitors and two local stamp clubs, and 
Vince has written for several of their publications.
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Would you like to be offered 
quality stamp collections 

at Wholesale Prices?
If so, please contact us to request our list 

of country collections at wholesale prices.

Dr. Robert Friedman and Sons
(800) 588-8100

email: stampcollections@drbobstamps.com
www.drbobstamps.com
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During the first half of the 17th century, the 200-year-old Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth covered an area of about 390,000 square miles, more 
than triple Poland’s current size — a large nation spanning the breadth 

of Eastern Europe from the Baltic Sea to the depths of Western Russia. This era is 
today identified as the First Polish Republic.

As Figure 1 shows, however, that land was dismembered by three partitions, 
the last occurring in 1795. Poland no longer existed on maps, and its citizens lived 
under the rule of three powerful foreign empires: Imperial Prussia in the north-
west; the Austro-Hapsburg Empire in the southwest; and Imperial Russia to the 
east. 

Father of Poland’s Second Republic   |   By Dr. Edwin J. Andrews

Figure 1. This map shows both the 
vast extent of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth – the First Polish Republic 
− and its ruthless 1772-95 dismantling by 
neighboring empires in Russia, Prussia 
and Austria. (Map created by and used with 
permission of Krzysztof Machocki.)
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The years of tripartite occupation and rule ended with World War I in Novem-
ber 1918. But the thirst for freedom among ethnic Poles had never died, and for 
123 years they would resist, revolt and die to achieve independence. It was into this 
crucible that Jozef Pilsudski was born on December 5, 1867. He would be molded 
into the man to finally bring independence to Poland’s Second Republic.

November 2018 is the 100th anniversary of Polish independence. It is fitting 
that we should better understand how that independence was achieved, and at 
what cost. This article provides an overview of Pilsudski’s life, his dogged determi-
nation, seminal achievements, the controversy of his dictatorial rule, and the leg-
acy he left for a nation that arguably is one of the most powerful in Europe today.

Early Life and Influences
Jozef Klemens Pilsudski was born of noble roots in Zalavas, northwest of Vilni-

us, in the Lithuania-Vilnius Governorate of the Russian Empire [Figure 1]. His fa-
ther, Jozef Wincenty Pilsudski (1833-1902) was a descendant of Lithuanian upper 
nobility dating back to 1413. The Pilsudski family name was taken in 1539 from 
the western Lithuanian village of Pilsudai between Klaipeda (formerly Memel) and 
Kaunas.

Pilsudski’s father was a Polish-Lithuanian Army officer who had been involved 
in the failed 1863-64 uprising in which young Poles had resisted Imperial Russian 
Army conscription. Pilsudski’s mother, Maria Billewicz (1842-84), also descended 
from Lithuanian nobility, a late 14th-century Lithuanian Prince. 

In 1874, the family moved to Vilnius following a fire that destroyed the Zala-
vas manor, barns and stables. Pilsudski was soon introduced to Russian second-
ary education, where Polish-Lithuanian patriotism was ridiculed, speaking Polish 
forbidden, and all textbooks were in Russian. During his 11 years in Vilnius, his 
hatred for Russian authority intensified. At age 18, in 1885, he entered the medical 
school at Kharkov University in northeast Ukraine.

Insurrection and Radicalization
In 1887 Pilsudski got his first taste of terrorist activity. A group of Russian revo-

lutionaries planned the assassination of Tsar Alexander III. One of this group was 
Pilsudski’s older brother Bronislaw. Pilsudski assisted the plot by obtaining chemi-
cals for making bombs.

The assassination attempt failed and the conspirators were arrested and tried. 
Bronislaw was sentenced to hard labor on Russia’s Sakhalin Island north of Japan. 
Jozef was considered to be a dangerous Polish Nationalist, and was sentenced to five 
years of exile in Siberia. There he became increasingly radicalized by exiled political 
activists and by reading works including Das Kapital by Karl Marx. 

In 1892, Pilsudski returned from exile and joined the Polish Socialist Party (Pol-
ska Partia Socjalistyczna, or PPS). He helped organize its Lithuanian branch, and 
edited its newspaper, Robotnik (“The Worker”).  The printing press was kept in his 
apartments, first in Vilnius and later in Lodz. By 1895, Pilsudski was leading the PPS. 

Modern photo of Zalavas in the Švenčionys 
district of Lithuania. (Photo used with 
permission of Vilensija.)
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In 1900, Russian authorities in Lodz found the Robotnik press in Pilsudski’s 
apartment. He was imprisoned at the Warsaw Citadel, but feigned mental illness 
and was sent to a hospital in St. Petersburg. There he escaped, fleeing to Austrian 
Galicia. In 1904 he organized the first PPS underground militia (the Combat Or-
ganization of the Polish Socialist Party, or Bojowki). The PPS held demonstrations, 
mainly in Warsaw, and in October 1904 Russian Cossacks attacked and killed 
many demonstrators. In reprisal, the Bojowki began attacking Russian police and 
military units, and assassinating Russian police, especially spies and informers.

In September 1908, the Bojowki robbed a Russian mail train carrying tax rev-
enues from Warsaw to St. Petersburg. Pilsudski personally led the raid near the 
Lithuanian town of Bezdonys. The raid yielded 200,812 rubles, a fortune at that 
time, equal to over $6.6 million today. The money funded PPS propaganda and 
militancy during Pilsudski’s leadership up to World War I.

A Student of History 
Pilsudski had long been a student of military history, having read volumes on 

the Napoleonic Wars. He learned from these historical battles various tactics, as 
well as the importance of maintaining the morale of his troops.

He was particularly impressed with Japanese military strategy and tactical pre-
paredness that defeated Imperial Russia decisively in the Russo-Japanese War of 
1904-05.  He also studied the Second Boer War for its similarity to Poland as a war 
that pitted local partisans against another imperial power. Later, Pilsudski clearly 
understood the Balkan Wars of 1912-13, and how the loss of influence of the Otto-
man Empire helped set the stage for World War I. 

The Polish Legions
As early as 1906, Pilsudski was thinking of a Polish Army and, with Austrian 

military backing,  founded a paramilitary school in Krakow. By 1908, its trainees, 
now 2,000 strong, became the “Union for Active Struggle” (Zwiqzek Walki Czyn-
nej) led by Pilsudski’s most trusted associates including Wladyslaw Sikorski (1881-
1943) and Kazimierz Sosnkowski (1885-1969), both of whom would later become 
distinguished Polish generals.[Figure 2]

In 1912 Pilsudski founded and commanded “The Union of Riflemen” (Związek 
Strzelecki). By 1914, the group comprised 12,000 men and became the foundation 

Figure 2. A Field Post 118 cancel dates this 
free-franked August 19, 1916, cover to 
Vienna bearing the red handstamp of the 5th 
Regiment, Command Company Machine Gun 
detachment of the 1st Brigade of the Polish 
Legion, commanded by Jozef Pilsudski.
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of the Polish Legions, named in reference to  those that Napoleon created for his 
1812 invasion of Russia, including the Polish Legion of the Vistula. There were 
three brigades of the Polish Legions, all of which were initially units of the Austro-
Hungarian Army. The 1st Brigade was personally led by Pilsudski. [Figure 3]

To augment the effectiveness of the Legions, Pilsudski created and commanded 
a secret intelligence and sabotage organization, the Polish Military Organization 
(Polska Organizacja Wojskowa, or P.O.W.) Its membership rose from a few hun-
dred to more than 30,000 by 1918. The P.O.W. was primarily active in the Russian-
held Kingdom of Poland. 

During World War I nearly two million Poles were conscripted into the Rus-
sian, German and Austrian Armies, and often fought one another. With Austrian 
Emperor Karl’s attempt to exit the war, Germany quickly assumed command of the 
entire region, seizing Warsaw in 1915.  By 1916, the Germans occupied much of 
Eastern Poland.

In the spring of 1917 the Germans required the Polish Legions to take an oath 
of loyalty to the German and Austrian armies. Pilsudski’s 1st Brigade and the 3rd 
Brigade refused, and on July 9, 1917, were sent to German prison camps. Pilsudski 
however, was imprisoned in the fortress of Magdenburg. In retaliation for his arrest 
and incarceration, the P.O.W immediately began attacking German targets. 

Chief of State
The November 1918 Armistice might have ended major European conflict, but 

it provided little clarity as to who was actually in charge of Poland. In this interim 
period, before the January 1919 Versailles Peace Conference, different would-be 
Polish governments jockeyed for control.

These included an interim Lwow government in Western Ukraine, and the Lu-
bin government in Poland led by the Ignacy Daszyński, a socialist and confidant of 
Pilsudski.  However, on Pilsudski’s release from prison, Daszyński joined his effort 
to form a new government. Pilsudski arrived in Warsaw November 10, 1918, and 
assumed all powers as Provisional Chief of State.

On November 16, Poland declared its independence, and Articles 87-93 of the 
Versailles Treaty formally recognized Poland as an independent and sovereign 
state. On February 20, 1919, Pilsudski ceded his provisional powers to the newly 
elected Polish Parliament. However, they reinstated him as Chief of State, striking 
the word “Provisional”. [Figure 4]

Various Polish paramilitary organizations and local governments recognized 
Pilsudski and his new coalition government. The government was largely socialist, 

Figure 3. General Pilsudski with his troops 
at the Battle of Kostiuchnówka in July 
1916 appears on a 1939 15-grozy picture 
postal card for the 25th anniversary of the 
Polish Legion. Below, the matching 25g 
commemorative issued at the same time, 
Scott 340.  

Figure 4. The first Polish stamp to depict 
Pilsudski was as Chief of State on this 
1919 25-fenigow olive green stamp from 
the First National Assembly issue, Scott 
137. Unfortunately, the designer failed 
to leave room for the Chief of State’s 
surname.  

1050   AMERICAN PHILATELIST / NOVEMBER 2018

November 2018 - The FINAL AP.indb   1050 10/9/2018   7:39:07 AM



declaring an eight-hour work day, free education and woman’s suffrage.  
An extensive social security system was put in place, including a new 
Ministry of Food to control and distribute supplies.

Pilsudski met with his old revolutionary colleagues who still ad-
dressed him as “Comrade.” He answered, “Comrades, I took the red 
streetcar of Socialism to the stop called Independence, and that’s where 
I got off. …from now on let’s address each other as ‘Mister’ ”. 

The Border Wars
The country needed to be unified as there were disparate systems 

of law, banking, economics and administration in the former German, 
Austrian and Russian occupied regions. However, Pilsudski envisioned 
Poland as a multicultural “home of nations” respecting all ethnic and 
religious cultures, and existing in a strong alliance with the indepen-
dent states of Lithuania and Ukraine. He saw the strengthening of his 
borders and alliances with others as a necessary buffer to future Ger-
man and Russian aggression. 

A consolidated Polish Army combined Legionnaires with Polish 
conscripts from the former Russian, German and Austrian armies. As 
Commander-in-Chief, Pilsudski had three fronts to cover: Northern; 
Central; and Southern. The overall organization consisted of seven 
armies of 32 divisions, consisting of 46,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 
730 machine guns, 192 artillery batteries, and, miscellaneous armored 
units. 

From 1919 through 1921, a series of wars were fought to establish Poland’s bor-
ders, which had not yet been agreed upon by the Allied Powers. These Border Wars 
engaged the Ruthenians in the south, Russian Bolsheviks in the northeast, and the 
White, Green and Black Russians throughout the eastern front.

Pilsudski aided the new leader of the Ukrainian Peoples Republic, Simeon 
Petliura (1879-1926), by fighting the Bolsheviks and finally occupying Kiev in 
May 1920. He then proclaimed a commonwealth, thus taking control of western 
Ukraine. Lwow was once again Polish.

The Polish-Czechoslovak War was fought over the territory of southeastern 
Silesia in 1919. The importance of the region was the coal basin around Karvina 
and the Kosice-Bohumín railway line to Slovakia.

The Polish-Lithuanian War was secretly orchestrated by Pilsudski to drive the 
Russians from North and Central Lithuania.  That operation was carried out in 
October 1920 by General Lucjan Żeligowski (1865-1947). The Republic of Central 
Lithuania was recognized internationally in 1923 as Polish territory, with Vilnius 
as its capital. 

The largest, longest and most important Border War was the one Poland fought 
against Bolshevik Russia. Vladimir Lenin saw Poland as a bridge to carry Commu-
nism to Central and Western Europe. The conflict began with the Polish-Ukraine 
Alliance in 1920, but the most famous battle of the Polish-Soviet War was fought 
in August 1920 as Soviet units confidently approached Warsaw. Pilsudski’s victory 
— the Battle of Warsaw, popularly referred to as “the Miracle on the Vistula,” — 
turned the tide of Soviet advances at last. [Figure 5]

During the Border Wars, Pilsudski was given the unprecedented honor of be-
ing named First Marshal of Poland. On the first anniversary of independence, he 
was presented with a marshal’s baton. [Figure 6]

A Parade of Prime Ministers
From 1918 through 1922, Pilsudski oversaw nine different coalition govern-

ments. The turnover was indicative of the political atmosphere in Poland, with 
more than 400 elected members of the Parliament. Since Pilsudski was Chief 
of State, there was no need for a president. His first Prime Minister was Jędrzej 

Figure 5. Pilsudski’s profile and the 
Polish Eagle on a 3.50zl stamp on this 
2005 souvenir sheet, Scott 3790, mark 
the 85th Anniversary of the “Miracle on 
the Vistula,” whereby Poland repulsed 
a Bolshevik counter-offensive in 1920. 
He is shown with the War Order of Virtuti 
Militari on this 1995 45gr stamp marking 
the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Warsaw, Scott 3253.

Figure 6. Pilsudski carries a Marshal’s 
baton – the first Polish military leader 
ever accorded that honor – on this 
3,000zl stamp of 1992, Scott 3091. 
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Moraczewski.  However, to deal with the Polish National Committee in Paris, 
Pilsudski asked Ignacy Paderewski (1860-1941) to join him as Prime Minister 
in January 1919. Paderewski, a gifted Polish pianist and composer as well as a 
politician and spokesman for Polish independence, served briefly as both prime 
minister and foreign minister.

In 1922, the Parliament decided to elect its first president. Pilsudski declined 
the post, favoring his friend Gabriel Narutowicz (1865-1922), who was elected on 
December 9, 1922.  Two days later Narutowicz was assassinated. [Figure 7]

Narutowicz’s loss greatly affected Pilsudski, who became increasing distrust-
ful of politicians. In 1923 Pilsudski retired from politics to his manor, Milusin, in 
the Sulejowek suburb of Warsaw. There he wrote books, enjoyed family life, and 
frequently met with military leaders and former legionnaires. [Figure 8] 

Figure 7. On Poland’s 1988 600zl National Leaders 
souvenir sheet, Scott 2880a, Pilsudski is flanked to the left 
by Ignacy Paderewski, who had served briefly as prime 
minister and foreign minister, and to the right by Gabriel 
Narutowicz, favored by Pilsudski to serve as Poland’s first 
president, but assassinated just two days after he was 
elected. His murder soured Pilsudski permanently on 
Polish politics.

Figure 8. Scott 4320, a 2017 10zl stamp depicting Pilsudski on horseback, franks this first day 
cover with a cachet depicting him with his wife and children at their family home, Milusin. It 
was there that Pilsudski withdrew to consider his options in 1922.
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Gary Posner Bob Prager

Enjoy ANOTHER Great Resource for 
Stamp Collectors: Our New eBay Store!

www.ebay.com/str/garyposner
We want to make our garyposner eBay 

Store YOUR eBay Store, where
Your Best Offers Are Always Welcomed.

Established 1914

 GARY POSNER, INC.
265 Sunrise Highway, Ste. 1-308, Rockville Centre, NY 11570 
Cell: 917-538-8133 • Phone 800.323.4279 • Fax 516-599-2145
www.garyposnerinc.com • GaryPosnerInc@aol.com

  We Also Buy 
GOLD—and 

Pay High 
Prices!  

Call Us Now: 800-323-4279

Please Visit Us at Our 
Chicagopex Booth 41

November 16-18   Itasca, IL
Always Buying U.S. & Foreign
Call Bob Prager (800) 323-4279

We are looking for U.S. & Foreign 
Collections from $5,000 to $5,000,000

#403. 5¢ Panama-Pacific Perf 
10,  Mint Never Hinged, Deep Shade 
and Proof-Like Impression, Unusu-
ally Wide and Balanced Margins, 
Extremely Fine-Superb Gem with 
2017 PSE Cert (XF-Superb 95).

SMQ $1,350      
Our Price $1,250

#438. 20¢ Ultramarine, 
Rich Color Nicely Com-
plemented by Bright Pa-
per, Perfectly Centered 
with Jumbo Margins All 
Around. A Superb Gem, 
Phenomenal Beauty with 
a PSE Certificate (OG ph, 
Superb 98 Jumbo). 

SMQ $1,450   
Our List Price $1,195    

Special Ad Price 
$995

#550. 5¢ Pilgrim Tercentenary, 
Mint Never Hinged, Jumbo Mar-
gins and Precise Centering, 
Deep Rich Color on Bright Paper, 
Extremely Fine-Superb Gem, a 
Beautiful Stamp with 2017 PSE 
Certificate (XF-Superb Never 
Hinged 95 Jumbo).

SMQ $750    
Special Ad Price $650

Q2. 2¢ Parcel Post, Mint Never 
Hinged, Wide Margins and Es-
sentially Perfect Centering, 
Lovely Shade, Extremely Fine 
Gem with a PSE Cert (Superb 98).

SMQ $650       
Our Price $550

#532. 2¢ Carmine Rose Type IV Imper-
forate,  Mint Never Hinged Center Line 
Block of Four, a Very Elusive Position 
Multiple with Huge Even Margins All 
Around, Fresh Color on Crisp Paper. 
An Extremely Fine-Superb Gem Block 
with a 2009 PF  Certificate.

Our Price $475

#26 Variety. 3¢ Dull Red Type III Ma-
jor Double Transfer, Position 87R15, 
With Clear Double Transfer Showing 
Rosettes Doubled and Line Through 
“U.S. Postage” and “Three Cents”, 
with Original Gum, h.r., and Bold Color. 
A Fine and Rare Position, We Believe 
This to Be Possibly a Unique Unused 
O.G. Example, with a 2018 Philatelic 
Foundation Certificate. 

Listed but Unpriced in Scott, 
Scott Retail as Used is $2,500. 
Our List Price Will Be $10,000.  

Our Special Ad Price $7,850

#422. 50¢ Violet, Mint Never 
Hinged, Wide Margins, Beau-
tiful Pastel Color, Fresh and 
Crisp, Extremely Fine+++ with 
2010 Philatelic Foundation 
Certificate Grading this a 90 
XQ Never Hinged. 

A 90 NH SMQ is $1,050. 
We Believe the XQ Quali-
fier Would Bring the SMQ 

up to About $1,650.   
Our Price is $1,500
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Dictatorship
By May 1926, Pilsudski had decided that the Parliament and their governments 

were corrupt and inefficient. He left his retirement and executed a coup d’etat, May 
12-14, overthrowing the government of President Stanislaw Wojciechowski and 
Prime Minister Wincenty Witos.

In replacing the government he nominated his friend and former socialist col-
league, Ignacy Mościcki (1867-1946) as president. Mościcki in turn appointed Pil-
sudski Minister of Military Affairs from May 1926 to May 1935.  Pilsudski also was 
appointed to other positions, including Prime Minister twice (October 1926 to June 
1928 and August to December 1930), and General Inspector of the Armed Forces 
(from August 1926 to May 1935). [Figure 9] 

As dictator, Pilsudski imposed draconian limits on the Parliament by use of his 
Sanation (Sanacja) Regime, to “restore public life to moral health.” Sanation advo-
cated authoritarian rule, national interest in governance, and was against parliamen-
tary democracy. It was not Fascist, but it did control “politics as usual.” [Figure 10] 

In September 1931, without warning and on Pilsudski’s orders, leaders of the 
anti-Sanation opposition movement, were arrested and held for trial in the 19th-cen-
tury Brest Fortress in what is now Belarus. The notorious Brest Trials were held at the 
Warsaw Regional Court from October 1931 to January 1932, and ended with 10 of 
the accused receiving sentences. The trials and treatment of his political opponents 
resulted in the censure of Poland and Pilsudski by the international community. 

An Untimely Death
Pilsudski had always been a chain smoker and drank copious quantities of 

strong tea. He frequently suffered from influenza and colds, had a weak heart, 
and often sought respite at spas throughout Eastern Europe “for the cure.” Unbe-
knownst to the public, his health had declined for years and by 1935 he had ad-
vanced liver cancer. On May 12, 1935, he died at Warsaw’s Belweder Palace. 

The celebration of Pilsudski’s life began within hours of his death announce-
ment, and would last for several years. [Figure 11] His state funeral on May 17 in 
Warsaw was attended by multitudes. Political partners and opponents alike came 
together to honor the man. The outpouring of grief and condolences covered the 
gamut of citizens, politicians, military leaders, former legionnaires and religious 
and national leaders globally, including Pope Pius XI, Stalin and Hitler.

Polish President Mościcki eulogized the Marshal: “He was the king of our 
hearts and the sovereign of our will. During a half-century of his life’s travails, he 
captured heart after heart, soul after soul, until he had drawn the whole of Poland 
within the purple of his royal spirit ... He gave Poland freedom, boundaries, power 
and respect.” 

After a funeral train toured Poland, his coffin was temporarily placed at St. 
Leonard’s Crypt in Krakow’s Wawel Cathedral for two years of public viewing. His 
body was finally interred in the Wawel Cathedral, but his heart had been removed 
per his wishes. It was taken to his mother’s grave in Rasos Cemetery in Vilnius, 
where it remains today. The inscription on the gravestone simply reads: Matka I 
Serce Syna (“Mother and Heart of the Son”).

Pilsudski’s recognitions are too numerous to recount. Throughout his life, he 
received medals, awards and decorations from many countries, and earned all of 
Poland’s highest honors, foremost among these the War Order of Virtuti Militari. 

Figure 9. The designer of the 1927 
20gr stamp (above), Scott 242, 

showed the profile of a decisive 
commander beneath the wings 
of brooding birds of prey. Just 

one year later, when he was 
regarded as a dictator, Pilsudski 
is pictured as a wily Marshal and 

wise Prime Minister – he was both, 
simultaneously − on the 50gr 

bluish slate stamp (below), 
Scott 253.

Figure 10. Despite the excesses of 
his dictatorship, Pilsudski continued 

to be lionized by his countrymen 
for his invaluable contribution to 

independence. These 1934 stamps, 
Scott 282-83, recall the 20th 

Anniversary of his Polish Legions and 
his role in their creation.

“…I stand in opposition...to the greatest evil in the 
country: the rule of unrestrained and undisciplined po-
litical parties over Poland…with an eye only to profits 
and monetary gain.”  - Jozef Pilsudski, May 10, 1926
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As Marshal of Poland, Pilsudski was the only living Pole eligible to be awarded that 
Order’s Grand Cross with Star.

Universities granted him degrees. Streets, squares, bridges and buildings were 
named for him. [Figure 12] A cruise ship and a gunboat had been christened in his 
honor, as had a transatlantic airplane. Two research institutes still bear his name, 
one in London, the other in New York City.

One of his richest legacies is philatelic. Pilsudski’s image and references to him 

appear on more Polish philatelic items than anyone else. They begin with the As-
sembly issue of 1919 through to the 2018 release of stamps and postal cards in his 
honor nearly a century later. In addition, numerous coins, banknotes, medals and 
medallions and a myriad of artifacts from watches to cigarette cases carry his like-
ness. 

On May 12, 1995, the 60th anniversary of his death, Poland’s Parliament ad-
opted a resolution:

“Jozef Pilsudski will remain, in our nation’s memory, the founder of its inde-
pendence and the victorious leader who fended off a foreign assault that threatened 
the whole of Europe and its civilization. Jozef Pilsudski served his country well and 
has entered our history forever.” [Figure 13]

References:
Waclaw Jędrzejewicz.  Pilsudski: A Life for Poland. Hippocrene Books, New York, NY, 1982
M. K. Dziewanowski. Joseph Pilsudski. A European Federalist, 1918-1922. Hoover Institution Press, Stanford 

University, Stanford, CA, 1969

About the Author:
Dr. Edwin J. Andrews is a lifelong member of the APS, and is a philatelic 

author, exhibitor and accredited Chief Philatelic Judge. His current display-format 
exhibit on Pilsudski is being shown at selected WSP shows across the country. Dr. 
Andrews is currently the President of the Polonus Polish Philatelic Society and in-
vites interest in Polish philately and its rich history. For additional information, 
visit www.polonus.org.

Figure 11. This set of five Pilsudski 
Mourning stamps, from 5gr to 1zl, Scott 
287-91, was released May 17, 1935 – just 
four days following his unexpected death.

Figure 12. A 1935 cover with a cachet for 
the maiden voyage of the M.S. Pilsudski, 

franked with a 25gr mourning stamp and 
vertical pair of 15gr stamps depicting the 

ship itself, Scott 296.

Figure 13. Since his death and to this 
very day, Jozef Pilsudski has remained a 

fixture in Polish philately, as on this 3zl top 
value, Scott 332, from a 13-stamp 1938 set 

depicting famous Poles through history. 
Here Pilsudski marks the end of World 
War I with a Eagle banner and cannons 
to successfully lead his nation back to 

independence.
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No single volume is more pertinent to stamps related 
to World War II than United States Commemorative 
Stamps of the 20th Century Volume 2: 1935-1947 by 

Max Johl. That is where I began, and where I urge anyone 
interested in philatelic matters in that eventful era to turn. 
Johl provides both a depth of detail and concurrent perspec-
tive on stamp creation in F.D.R.’s America with great skill, 
creating text that remains readable seven decades later. It is 
wonderful writing, and is the source of the quotations in this 
article unless otherwise noted.

I want to try to look at the those issues with fresh eyes, 
consider how it was hoped they would influence the Ameri-
can public of the day, and ponder some related questions 
as well: Can a young adult or a concerned mother in 2018 

look at the stamps shown in Figure 1 and see the same thing 
that their counterparts did three generations ago? Are they 
still valid as national calls to arms, or are they just historical 
ephemera? 

What of the Army and Navy issues, with their admirable 
admirals, commanding commanders and historical tableaux? 
Studded with portraits of Revolutionary, Civil and Spanish-
American war heroes, when those stamps appeared at U.S. 
post offices in 1936-37 did a generation with a very different 
conflict in its memory — World War I — hear a clarion call to 
defend their nation, or a hollow clatter of exhausted clichés?

How and why were these historic stamps issued? What 
messages did they send? And do the unforgettable stamps of 
this fascinating, terrible decade perhaps still remain relevant 
today?

Indispensable Issues Anchored a Turbulent Decade
BY FRED BAUMANN

U.S. Navy photo of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. (National Archives)

Figure 1. You probably became familiar with these U.S. stamps of World War II as a young stamp collector.
Do young people today − and do you – still see these the same way in 2018? 

From left, Scott 900, 929 and 905.
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1936-37 Army-Navy Series
Johl tells us this ten-stamp series was foreshadowed as far 

back as World War I by ex-President Theodore Roosevelt’s 
idea “that a series of stamps be issued to commemorate the 
American Army and Navy heroes.” Nearly two decades later, 
the idea was revived as an initiative of another President Roo-
sevelt, who felt “…the Post Office can help in the work of edu-
cating the masses to understand the traditions of the armed 
service” to enhance public patriotism.

Shown nearby, the stamps display sights and historical 
figures that were certainly recognizable to more Americans 
when they were issued during the Depression than they are 
now.

Figure 2 shows the 1-cent and 2-cent Army and Navy 
stamps. I imagine or hope that most people still know what 
Mount Vernon, George Washington, Andrew Jackson, John 
Paul Jones, Annapolis and West Point are. I was born in Chi-
cago, of American parents, but I grew up in Canada. Even 
though these stamps were familiar to me from my childhood 
album on, I never heard the stories of Nathaniel Green, John 
Barry, or Stephen Decatur and his former shipmate Thomas 
MacDonough. Did you know them? 

Two stamps in the series chafed wounds still unhealed 

seven decades after the end of the Civil War are shown near-
by in Figure 3. [Editor’s Note: APS President Mick Zais ex-
amined these stamps in “Civil War Controversies in Iconic 
Issues” in the April 2018 AP, pg 300-303.] 

I knew a good deal about Grant and Sherman from the 
books by Bruce Catton that I had read, but I failed to rec-
ognize the elderly portrait on the right on the 3-cent Army 
stamp as that of Major General Philip Sheridan, who blocked 
the Confederate line of withdrawal at Appomattox and thus 
forced Lee to surrender. It was Sherman who many South-
erners hated most for marching the horrors of war into their 
own cities and backyards, although all three leaders played 
crucial roles in the final Union victory. 

Figure 2. How well do you know the soldiers, sailors and sights on these 1- and 2-cent Army and Navy stamps of 1936-37?
From left, 1936 1-cent Army (Scott 785), 1937 2-cent Army (Scott 786), 1936 1-cent Navy (Scott 790) and 1937 2-cent Navy (Scott 791)]

Figure 3. According to where your family history begins, at least 
one or more of these celebrated Union and Confederate leaders 
delighted or incensed you or your forebears when they appeared on 
these 3-cent and 4-cent Army stamps. (Scott 787 - 788).
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Lee and Jackson were easy to recognize and remember on 
the 4-cent Army stamp, provocatively printed 72 years after 
the war ended in gray as worn by Confederate troops. Nine 
months before it was issued, a still more incendiary rumor 
had it that this stamp would include Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis as well, a spurious issue “denounced by 38 
aging veterans of the Civil War, attending the Seventieth An-
nual Encampment of the…Grand Army of the Republic.”

Figure 4 shows the 3- and 4-cent Navy stamps. On the 
former, many may recall Admiral David G. Farragut’s im-
mortal, profane and probably misquoted command at the 
1864 Battle of Mobile Bay: “Damn the torpedoes! [as naval 
mines were then called] Full speed ahead!” By contrast, I’d be 
surprised if anyone today other than historians would recog-
nize the Spanish-American War commanders on the 4-cent 
Navy stamp: William T. Simpson and Winfred S. Schley, who 
took turns pounding the Spanish squadron to splinters at 
Cuba’s Santiago Harbor; and Commodore George Dewey, 
who annihilated Spain’s Philippine fleet and helped capture 
the capital in the Battle of Manila Bay. 

Of course, none of the fire, carnage and loss represented 
by these warriors and their storied careers is evident in any 
way on these stamps. Framed locket-like in oval portraits, 
they are well-coiffed, impeccably attired and look wise and 
determined, as though waiting for a meeting in Washing-
ton. Only President Grant is understandably out of uniform, 
wearing as befits him the Commander-in-Chief ’s attire. The 
ships glide on tranquil seas, the buildings are pastoral pal-
aces, and none are more orderly looking than the military 

academy and cadets past and present pictured on the high 
values of this series in Figure 5. 

What did postal patrons and collectors make of these 
stamps? Those who thought about them at all may have felt 
that the nation was in good hands, but in 1937 most Ameri-
cans had more on their minds than defense and whether 
their nation had enough heroes. Depression unemployment 
had eased a bit, but a new recession was just getting under 
way. Midwestern flooding added to the despair, as millions 
lost farmsteads, homes, everything they had in Illinois, Ohio 
and Kentucky. 

The day after the 5-cent stamps that ended the Army-
Navy series were issued on May 26, 1937, the Golden Gate 
Bridge opened, surely a glorious achievement. But abroad 
that same week, a newspaper in Milan warned Italian Jews 
to stop criticizing Germany, the Gestapo shut down 200 Ger-
man Catholic publications to punish them for articles con-
demning Nazi institutions, and Neville Chamberlain became 
Prime Minister of Great Britain. In Europe, World War II was 
a scant 28 months away − and Pearl Harbor only four and a 
half years in the future.

National Defense Issue of 1940
Definitives are stamps printed and kept in stock to pay 

postage, unlike commemoratives, typically issued for brief 
periods to highlight a person, place or thing of broad public 
interest as well as sending your mail. Max Johl prefaced his 
chapter on the National Defense Issue by considering their 

Figure 4. Of the five men on these 3-cent and 4-cent Navy stamps, 
how many can you identify, and what do you know about them? Did 
our grandfathers know who they were when the stamps were issued 
in 1937? (Scott  792 - 793).

Figure 5. What might these 5-cent Army-Navy issues suggest to 
Depression-era Americans about a life in military service? (Scott 789, 
794).
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frankly unparalleled status in the U.S. album:
“It is questionable whether or not these stamps can truly 

be considered commemoratives as they really were issued 
as propaganda for National Defense. As such, they were re-
ally used to advertise an event and are therefore similar to 
stamps issued to advertise expositions. Although they largely 
replaced the ordinary stamps for quite some time, they were 
not part of the regular series and as such [are] entitled to be 
included among ‘Commemorative’ stamps.”

To me, it is the broad public interest in what these stamps 
represented – preparations for global conflict – that places 
them among the indispensable American stamps of World 
War II.

By late 1940, the Third Reich was ascendant, controlling, 
forcing alliances with or simply terrifying neutral nations in 
Europe from central Poland to Calais. The Japanese Empire 
had tripled or quadrupled its size with a decade of invasions 
in Manchuria, Korea, Tonkin and a broad swath of eastern 
China from Inner Mongolia south to Ningpo, which the Japa-
nese were then fiendishly bombing using ceramic jars packed 
with plague-carrying fleas.

Between these horrifying extremes waited the Americas, 
in a peace that seemed less likely to last with each new sunset. 
But the United States wasn’t willing to wait.

“In August [1940] it was rumored that the [Post Of-
fice] Department was considering a set of National Defense 
stamps…” Johl wrote. “These would be purely for propagan-
da purposes and have the same franking value as other post-
age stamps.”

One of the first acts of new Postmaster General Frank 
C. Walker on September 12 was to approve the final designs 
of the stamps — each one “adapted from a pencil sketch by 
President Roosevelt,” each turned into a submitted model ini-

tialed “O.K. F.D.R.” — and to announce October 12 as their 
date of issue.

As the 3-cent cover in Figure 6 shows, the first day of issue 
was revised a week later to October 16, a change “…made at 
the request of President Roosevelt as a tribute to those who 
on October 16 would be required to register under the Selec-
tive Service Act.” It is no exaggeration to say that this was a 
date that would change millions of lives.

Figure 7 shows the 1-cent National Defense stamp on the 
left, depicting the iconic Statue of Liberty, her torch held high. 
All three stamps read “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” 

Postcard with a photograph of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, the subject of the 
1937 5-cent Army issue (Scott 789).

Figure 6. An Anderson cachet first day cover of the 3-cent National 
Defense issue (Scott 901). October 16, 1940, the date of issue for 
the National Defense series was also the beginning date of the first 
peacetime draft in American history.

Figure 7. The 1940 National Defense stamps declared that America’s 
complete assets were being mobilized “FOR DEFENSE.” (Scott 899 - 
901)
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1877, 1c. Prussian blue, 
exhibiting ‘Croix de repère’ 

guide marking in sheet margin 
at top, absolutely superb.

Almost 15 years to the day since the sale of the collection ‘La Fayette’ in 2003 - the most valuable collection of 
classic France ever offered at auction - Spink is pleased to announce the sale of the collection ‘Hermione’.

The collection features unique varieties, proofs, multiples, postal history including earliest usages and largest 
frankings.  Additionally containing an important assembly of classic France.

1869, 5fr. Probably the finest example of the rare single 
franking featuring the highest classic denomination.
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across the top, with a larger inscription nearest the statue 
announcing the 1-cent stamp’s theme as “INDUSTRY • 
AGRICULTURE / FOR DEFENSE.”  

The 2-cent stamp, also seen in Figure 1, pictured a new 
9½-ton 90-millimeter U.S. anti-aircraft gun capable of shoot-
ing down high-altitude bombers, and hence exclusively a de-
fensive weapon. It represented “ARMY AND NAVY / FOR 
DEFENSE.” The 3-cent value on the right in Figure 7 shows 
what the USPOD called “the Torch of Enlightenment,” high-
lighting all-in commitment to national “SECURITY EDU-
CATION / CONSERVATION HEALTH / FOR DEFENSE.”       

The paired-down, bold-caps inscriptions and minimal 
graphics stripped of ornamentation on these stamps contrast 
markedly with the Army-Navy issue of three years earlier.

And these 1940 National Defense stamps were printed in 
mind-boggling numbers, too: over 6 billion 1-cent stamps, 

5.2 billion 2-cent stamps and, for the most used denomina-
tion, a total of 8.4 billion 3-cent stamps. They virtually re-
placed regular-issue definitives in daily use for the remainder 
of 1940 up to 1942, after which wartime stamps were phased 
in to replace them.

1942-43 Win the War Series
“Postage stamps having served to publicize the Defense 

program,” Johl observed, “it was natural that they be used to 
further the war effort.” After Pearl Harbor, many letters from 
the public urged the release of new stamps for precisely that 
purpose.

The two years after December 7, 1941, galvanized Amer-
ica into action against the Axis powers, a period during 
which the United States issued what I believe may be ac-
curately called the “Win the War” stamps of 1942-43. I use 
the term not only to call out the key 3-cent denomination, 

Figure 8. This trio of common stamps (Scott 905, 907, 908) with a combined face value 
of 6 cents is so common that few U.S. collectors would give it a second glance. But the 
stamps were selected by President Roosevelt, and express a good deal of the strategy 

he and his allies used to defeat the Axis powers in World War II.

Guadalcanal Campaign, August 1942-February 1943. 
Officers of a Marine Raider Battalion led by Colonel 
Merritt A. Edson (seated at desk), confer before 
another attack. Staff officer in center foreground 
follows strategy on map. U.S. Navy photograph, now in 
the collections of the National Archives.
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which was issued in numbers pre-
viously unimagined in U.S. stamp 
production, but because the other 
two stamps in this trio were both 
foreshadowed by F.D.R. himself, 
and were impossible without the 
unconditional surrender of the en-
emy.

Figure 8 illustrates the three 
stamps together in the order in 
which they were issued: the 3-cent Win the War stamp is-
sued July 4, 1942, on the left; the 2-cent Nations United for 
Victory stamp released January 14, 1943; and the 1-cent Four 
Freedoms stamp placed on sale February 12, 1943. All three 
remained on sale until December 6, 1945. Total quantities 
printed were 1.2 billion of the 1-cent, 1.7 billion of the 2-cent, 
and an unprecedented 20.6 billion for the 3-cent.

The connection between all three of these stamps runs di-
rectly through the mind of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

In his address to Congress on December 8, 1941, F.D.R. 
stated, “…the American people in their righteous might will 
win through to absolute victory. … With confidence in our 
armed forces, with the unbounded determination of our peo-
ple, we will gain the inevitable triumph — so help us God.”

Our nation must “WIN THE WAR.” Thus began this se-
ries with the iconic stylized 3-cent purple American eagle 
with its wings folded into a “V” for “Victory,” an adaptation 
of the Maritime Eagle inscribed “Ships For Victory” designed 
by the director of public relations for the U.S. Maritime Com-
mission. 

What would make that triumph inevitable, however, was 
stated on the 2-cent stamp: “NATIONS UNITED FOR VIC-
TORY.” Adapted from Leon Helguera’s original design, it is 
no accident that the branch held high in the foreground has 
characteristics of both the laurel bough of honor and victory 
and the olive branch of peace.

But that victory and peace could only be brought about 
by the effort of millions of citizens, not only of the United 
States, but of the U.S.S.R., the United Kingdom, the British 
Commonwealth of Nations including Canada and Australia, 
China, and any other nation and people willing to turn back 
the totalitarian tide — that sea of upraised swords backing 
the branch of peaceful victory.

President Roosevelt coined the term “United Nations,” 
and was a key proponent of the “Declaration by United Na-

tions” signed by representatives of 26 nations on January 1, 
1942. As a synopsis by the United Nations itself now declares, 
“This important document pledged the signatory govern-
ments to the maximum war effort and bound them against 
making a separate peace.”

But why do so? Why should American treasure, toil and 
tears be expended in bloodshed to bring about the fall of the 
Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis?

The answer is to secure Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms, as 
spelled out on the 1-cent stamp, goals he articulated in an ad-
dress to Congress on January 6, 1941. After reviewing history, 
war production and much more, near the end of his address 
he turned to postwar prospects, when “we look forward to a 
world founded upon four essential human freedoms.” As the 
1-cent stamp states, these are “FREEDOM / OF SPEECH / 
AND RELIGION / FROM WANT / AND FEAR.” 

The Post Office Department declared the design of this 
1-cent stamp to show “Liberty Holding the Torch of Freedom 
and Enlightenment.” It was based on a bas relief by Paul Man-
ship.

How fitting that America’s best-
known stamp collector set out on 
stamps the principles he made use of 
to guide us through the darkest hours 
of the 20th century, using catchwords 
he coined and designs he approved.

Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech 
concluded, “This nation has placed 
its destiny in the hands and heads 

and hearts of its millions of free men and women, and its faith 
in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the 
supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to 
those who struggle to gain those rights and keep them. Our 
strength is our unity of purpose.

“To that high concept there can be no end save victory.”

Photograph of Franklin D. Roosevelt at his home in Hyde Park, New York, delivering his December 
24, 1943 national radio address. (National Archives)

Early essays for the 3-cent Win The War 
issue (Scott 905).

NOVEMBER 2018 / AMERICAN PHILATELIST   1063

November 2018 - The FINAL AP.indb   1063 10/9/2018   7:40:28 AM



Nigeria
Nigerian Stamps Combine Complex Origins, Outstanding Images

Prior to the designation of Nigeria as a 
Crown colony in 1914, the stamp-issu-
ing territories of Lagos Colony (1859-

1906) and Niger Coast Protectorate (1893-99, 
which had previously been Oil Rivers Colony 
(1892-93), were administered by the British 
Royal Niger Company until merging to be-
come Southern Nigeria in 1900.

Stamps issued for the territories of La-
gos and Niger Coast (formerly Oil Rivers 
Colony), were replaced with those inscribed 
Southern Nigeria in 1900. All were printed by 
De La Rue on either chalk-surfaced or ordi-
nary paper. In 1901, ½-pence to 10-shilling 
stamps portrayed Queen Victoria in a design 
closely resembling contemporary stamps of 
British India.

During 1903-05, the frame was unaltered 
when the queen’s portrait was changed to that 
of King Edward VII, and new 2½p, 2sh6p and 
£1 denominations were added. Watermarks 
were changed from Single Crown to Mul-
tiple Crown CA from 1904-08, along with 
a 3p stamp introduced in 1907. Also during 
this period most higher denominations were 
reprinted in revised colors with minor paper 
variations, while low values of ½p-2½p were 
issued in monochrome A slightly amended 1p 
(Scott 44) also was placed on sale. The final 
series in 1912 was adapted to portray the new 
monarch, King George V. Southern Nigeria 
stamps were withdrawn in 1914 and replaced 
with a unified issue inscribed “Nigeria.”

The first stamps of Northern Nigeria also 
were issued in 1900, printed from classic De 
La Rue Victorian key and duty plates in nine 
denominations from ½-penny to 10 shil-
lings with Crown CA watermarks. Following 
the death of Queen Victoria, key plates were 
adapted in 1902 to portray King Edward VII. 
An unprecedented £25 revenue stamp was 
placed on sale in 1904 to pay licence fees on 
liquor imports. Although the plate was cap-
tioned ‘postage’, the stamp had no postal func-
tion, but is nevertheless listed by the Scott and 

Stanley Gibbons catalogs.
Color changes were implemented for new 

printings of all denominations with Multiple 
Crown CA watermarks in 1910. Separate 
‘duty and title’ panel plates were not required 
for new monochrome ‘pence’ denominations. 
Additional 3p, 5sh and 10sh stamps were in-
troduced in 1911. In 1912 new 4p, 9p and £1 
values were added when the series was modi-
fied for the accession of King George V. The 
stamps were withdrawn and replaced with a 
similar design captioned Nigeria when the 
new colony was proclaimed in 1914.

Twelve ½p - £1 denominations with Mul-
tiple Crown CA watermarks were printed by 
De La Rue from the classic KGV key and duty 
plates used for several British colonies. Non-
specialist collectors may be challenged by the 
two different dies and several shades of both 
chalky and surfaced-colored paper on 4p to £1 
denominations, some with white backs. (For 
clarification of this perplexing series refer to 
Scott or Gibbons catalogs.) Marginally less 
complex 1921-23 printings to 10sh only are 
readily identified by Script CA watermarks. 
An additional 1½p stamp, preceded by color 
changes to the 2p and 3p stamps, were placed 
on sale in 1931. 

A quartet of Omnibus Silver Jubilee 
stamps in 1935 were followed in February 
1936, just days after the King’s death, with 
engraved pictorial stamps from ½p to £1. Lo-
cal industries are featured on the 1p, 1½p, 2p, 
3p, 4p, 1sh and 5sh denominations. The aptly 
named Oil Rivers Protectorate was the centre 
of a lucrative palm oil industry, represented 
on the 5sh stamp. Maritime enthusiasts will 
appreciate the cargo vessel berthed at Apapa 
wharf in Lagos (½p). It was there that the El-
der Dempster Line operated regular passen-
ger and freight service between Liverpool and 
West Africa. In addition to regular 11½ by 13 
perforations, a small quantity of 1½p and 3p 
stamps were perforated 12½x13½ (Scott 40a, 
42a), which sell at desirable premiums. A sec-
ond Omnibus series in 1937 marked the coro-

The stamps of Southern 
Nigeria were withdrawn and 
replaced in 1914. From top, 

Scott 2, 11, 22, 33 and 46
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nation of King GeorgeVI.
Only two designs from the short-lived pictorial series — the 2sh6p Victoria-Buea 

Road and 10sh Jebba Rail Bridge over the Niger River — were retained for reuse 
as KGVI definitives. These diverse designs might have been better than Bradbury 
Wilkinson’s prosaic smaller format ½p to 1sh KGVI definitives that were used until 
1951. Surprisingly the top value  was only 5 shillings despite population increas-
es from the integration of Northern and Southern Nigeria in 1914. Less populated 
Gambia and Gold Coast apparently needed 10sh stamps. Sierra Leone went a step 
further with a £1 denomination.

A turquoise blue 1sh3p Profile was added in 1940 for airmail postage, and a 4p 
orange was withdrawn in 1941 and replaced with a 2½p stamp in the same color. Un-
hinged mint copies of the original 4p (Scott 59) are quite scarce. Revised postal rates 
in 1944 led to 1p, 2p and 3p color changes and the re-introduction of a blue 4p stamp. 
In 1950-51, perforation changes from 12 to 11½ were made for lower denominations 
excluding 2½p, 3p and 4p stamps. Similar perforation adjustments were made to 
2sh6p and 5sh stamps from 1942-51, yielding eight collectible varieties. Single error  
sheets of both the 3p blue and 1sh3p stamps with sideways watermarks are likely to 
have been sold unrecognized over post office counters for ordinary use. Only a few 
used copies are known, priced by Gibbons at £5,500 ($7,020 U.S.) and £5,000 ($6,385 

U.S.), respectively.
Apart from the 1937 Coronation issue, the 

only commemorative KGVI issues were Om-
nibus stamps marking Victory in World War II 
(1946), the Royal Silver Wedding Anniversary 
(1948) and the 75th Anniversary of Universal 
Postal Union (1949).

The 1½p Queen Elizabeth II Corona-
tion stamp in 1953 preceded what was for me 
one of the most ground-breaking series from 
any British Colony. Their distinctive images 
prompt me to provide additional coverage of 
each stamp. 

Inspired artwork by Maurice Fievet in-
cludes matchstick-like figures reminiscent 
of L.S. Lowry’s paintings of men and women 
in scenes of Northern England. The twelve 
stamps [Figures 2 and 3] from ½p to £1 were 
engraved by Waterlow & Sons. 

The central motif on five stamps focuses 
on busy workers engaged in vital commercial 
occupations. In addition to a detailed presen-
tation of peanut production, the 1½p stamp 
offers a splendid close-up on the left of nut 
clusters prior to harvesting. The image of the 
Kano Mosque in the background on the right 
signifies that city’s role as the center of this im-
portant industry. 

The 2p features alluvial tin mining in the Jos Plateau of central Nigeria. Old and 
new extraction methods are effectively represented. The foreground depicts hand-
panning to separate the ore from the gravel, alongside modern miners pushing laden 
ore carts. These contrast markedly with heavy machinery used for cutting into a ter-
raced hill in the background.

Images of the vital cocoa industry lift the design on the 4p stamp to one of most 
intricate of any British colonial stamps I have come across. Teams of workers are 
shown extracting cocoa beans from pods and piling them into mounds before cut-

Victory in World War II issue of 
1946, Scott 71 and 72.

The Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II, 

Scott 79.

Figure 2. Artwork by Maurice 
Fievet was featured on 12 stamps 

depicting Nigerian industry in 
1953. Shown above are Scott 80-86, 

and Scott 87-91 are shown on the 
following page.
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ting, separating out the cacao beans, and 
filling sacks for shipment. Overhanging 
branches laden with ripe pods and full 
sacks effectively frame the activity on the 
ground.

Even more activity is evident on the 
1sh timber industry design with more 
matchstick men busily engaged in for-
estry. Trees are felled before the logs are 
sawn into appropriate lengths prior to 
transportation onto huge rafts skilfully 
guided through waterways to an await-
ing ship.

 Palm-oil production dominates the 
5sh stamp, with tiny figures rolling bar-
rels of oil to small boats waiting to be fer-
ried out to a ship in the harbor. The busy 
scene is complemented with the border 
image of a fruiting palm tree. 

Picturesque Victoria Harbour in the 
Cameroons is showcased on the 2sh6p 
denomination. Small boats are used in 
the prawn trade for which the region is 
renowned. The frame features an unusu-
al combination of large prawns and ba-
nanas, some growing in fronds alongside 
others already harvested and awaiting 
sale in local markets.

Splendid artwork on the 10sh fo-
cuses on ”Hides & Skins,” with an am-
ply adorned shepherdess surveying her 
flock of goats and big-horned cattle in 
a landscape made memorable by mag-
nificent Baobab trees. Tightly stretched 
hides around wooden frames enhance 
the overall image.

Themes for lower denomination 
½p, 1p, 3p and 6p stamps are all very 
different. The ½p stamp recalls manilla 
currency, a name used in West Africa 
for coiled copper made into armlets 
brought in by Portuguese traders to sell 
as arm bracelets. Bornu Horsemen gal-
loping onto the 1p stamp are ridden by 
the warlike nomadic tribesmen from the 
northern Hausa region, who still enter-
tain at ceremonial occasions. On the 3p 
stamp, a steam locomotive crossing the 
Jebba Bridge provides an appropriate 
foreground to an aerial view of the Niger 
River.

The single vertical design on the 6p 
stamp depicts the ancient Ife Head, one of 
Nigeria’s greatest art treasures, discovered 
in 1938. It is now in the British Museum.

The design of the £1 stamp, the larg-
est in the set, is separated by coastal im-
ages of old and modern Lagos, Nigeria’s 
capital city until 1976. The opposing 
views are flanked by an old sailing vessel 
and a present-day ship. 

 Whereas replacing the Queen’s por-
trait with a Tudor crown on some stamps 
seems irregular, this in no way detracts 
from the unity of the artwork in this fine 
set of stamps. 

During 1956-58, the transfer of re-
sponsibility for the new printings of 1p, 
2p and 3p stamps to Waterlow’s subsid-
iary company in Brussels, Imprimerie 
Belge de Securitié, for rotary printing was 
said to enable speedier delivery of more 
stamps in higher-use denominations. 
The 1½p also was included, but never 
placed on sale because of postal rate 
changes. The new printing equipment re-
sulted in subtle differences in 1p and 3p 
stamps. Due to high postal demand, the 
2p was changed from a bicolored design 
to blue gray, allowing faster production 
from a single printing plate. Fourteen 
shades of ink are reported to have been 
used in the many printings required to 
maintain stocks. All sheets of the final 2p 
printing were sent directly from Belgium 
to Lagos in August 1957.

The original bister and black 2p was 
overprinted ”ROYAL VISIT 1956” to 
mark the arrival of the Queen and Duke 
of Edinburgh to begin an extended tour. 
Waterlow & Sons printed three final 
commemoratives with identical frames 
prior to Nigeria’s independence. In 1958, 
a 3p stamp in purple and black marked 
the Centenary of Victoria with a busy 
harbor scene previously depicted on the 
2sh6p pictorial. A bicolored March 14, 
1959, issue marking self-government for 
Northern Nigeria comprised 3p and 1sh 
stamps with images of Lugard Hall in 
Kaduna on the 3p and the iconic Kano 
Mosque on the 1sh.

Only four stamps were issued for In-
dependence in October 1960, enabling 
current definitives to remain on sale un-
til January 1, 1961, when they were re-
placed with a less than impressive new 
series. All was not lost however with the 
release in 1965 of definitives featuring 
stunning images of animals and birds 

Figure 3. Five of the twelve stamps 
by Maurice Fievet. Shown above are 
Scott 87 - 91 depicting commercial 
interests including: timber, Victoria 
Harbour, palm oil, hideas and skins, 

and new and old Lagos.

A“ROYAL VISIT 1956” Overprint of 
the 2p Tin stamp commemorated 
the visit of Queen Elizabeth II to 

Nigeria in January - February 1956, 
Scott 92.
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created once again by the in-
imitable artistic skills of Mau-
rice Fievet. 

Following a plebiscite in 
February 1960 the region of 
Southern Cameroon opted 
to join the Cameroun Re-
public in October 1961. In 

the meantime, the area was 
administered as a United King-

dom Trust Territory and provided with outgoing Nigerian 
definitives overprinted “CAMEROONS U.K.T.T.” [Figure 4].

Whereas most of the De La Rue overprints were applied 
to stocks held by the Crown Agents, an unknown number of 
sheets of the monochrome 2p were returned from Lagos to 

be overprinted. Responsibility for new printings of urgently 
needed 1p, 2p and 6p denominations was transferred to De 
La Rue, which had just acquired Waterlow’s stamp operation. 
The new overprints were placed on sale just days before the 
stamps were withdrawn on September 30, 1961.

Although there are no discernible differences from the 
original 1p and 6p stamps except for a 6p perforation change, 
the entire consignment of 2p sheets, printed in a distinctive 
shade of pale gray, was dispatched to Africa. Scott shows only 
one overprinted 2p, whereas Gibbons lists four, including 
two very scarce variations. 

My grateful thanks to Ray Harris of the West Africa Study 
Circle for assisting with this article.

APS Reference Collection
Several of the stamp images used in 

this article are courtesy of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society’s Reference Col-
lection. Some images from the col-
lection can be viewed at stamps.org/
Reference-Collection-Tour.

APS Reference Collection images 
are also being added to the online col-
lecting site, Snupps.com. The issues 
added can be viewed at: aps.buzz/
Snupps.

CANADA’S FIRST OFFICIAL OVERPRINTS
SPECIAL #295

Early Canada official stamps were perforated ‘OHMS’.  In 1949 however, the first set of 
overprinted officials was released (SG #O162-O170).  Each stamp is overprinted ‘O.H.M.S.’ 
in black.  The four low values are from the War Issue depicting King George VI in military 
uniform.  The five high values are from the Peace Issue which portrays scenes from across 
the country.

The quantity printed was relatively small.  The key value is the 50¢, with a printing of just 
30,000 stamps; furthermore was replaced shortly after issue with the new 50¢ Oil Well 
design.

I have a few well centered unmounted mint 
sets put aside for this special offer.  Price for 
the complete set in choice mint condition is 
just $129.00.

Figure 4. “CAMEROONS 
U.K.T.T.” overprint of the 
Nigeria 2p Tin definitive.

Scott 69.
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EXPERTIZING .........................................................................................................

Should I Have This Stamp Expertized?
Cost isn’t trivial — but neither is the value of your collection

BY TOM HORN authentication department director 
twhorn@stamps.org

“Should I have this stamp expertized?” That’s a good 
question, which is why it is one we frequently hear.

Since 1903, the American Philatelic Society Expert Ser-
vice (APEX) has taken pride in providing integrity to the 
stamp hobby. The considered opinions provided by our com-
mittee of experts are their opportunity to pass along to you 
specific information they have acquired from a lifetime of 
experience, thus educating the next generation of collectors. 

To make a decision on whether to submit a stamp for au-
thentication, consider the following: If the stamp has a his-
tory of forgeries, counterfeits and alterations, and has some 
value, the answer is yes — do by all means submit it for re-
view and a certificate.  You want the satisfaction and peace of 
mind that come from knowing that your stamp is genuine.

If the stamp has more than one catalog number for its 
design and you are having trouble determining which catalog 
number represents your stamp, you might check the catalog 

values. With large differences in values, it 
might be worthwhile having an expert re-
view it. Even if the differences in value are 
relatively minor, the satisfaction that comes 
from knowing precisely what it is may still 
be enough to persuade you to have a stamp 
reviewed by an expert who can be relied 
upon to identify it accurately.

Other considerations in deciding 
whether or not to expertize involve such 
complex subjects as missing color varieties, 
obscure or unusual postal markings, earli-
est known usages on cover and the vast field 
of errors, freaks and philatelic oddities.

Let’s look at a few 
practical examples 
from the reference col-
lections maintained by 
the APS and APEX of 
stamps that it can be 
wise to expertize.

Figure 1 shows 
three of the seven dif-
ferent 1-cent blue 
Franklin imperforates 
of 1851-57 that the 
Scott catalog lists (Scott 
5-9). (In fact, the 2018 
Scott Specialized Cata-

logue of United States Stamps & Covers lists and prices a total of 
179 varieties, recuts, errors, multiples and postal markings on 
these seven stamps alone, roughly 25 per stamp.)

These three used 1-cent blue stamps are collected accord-
ing their type, which is judged by the completeness and con-
figuration of the elaborate frame surrounding Franklin’s pro-
file. Type is determined by the plate from which each stamp 
was printed. The more distinct, definite and intact the differ-
ent frames and their components appear, the higher the value 
of the stamp.

Shown from top to bottom are Franklin type II (Scott 7), 
Franklin type IIIa (Scott 8A) and Franklin type IV (Scott 9). 
To most collectors the three are almost indistinguishable, but 
their respective used catalogue values are $125, $800 and $80. 
For original gum stamps, the differences are even more jar-
ring: $1,000, $6,000 and $725. But if you want to sell these 
stamps not merely “as is,” but for what they truly are worth, 
you’ll need an expert’s certificate to confirm their identifica-
tion. 

Figure 2 shows two of 
the five different shades 
of the 24-cent Wash-
ington printed by the 
National Bank Note Co. 
and issued in 1861-62. If 
I tell you that one is steel 
blue (Scott 70b), and the 
other lilac brown (Scott 
70a), you will probably 
correctly guess which is 
which. But if I were to 

Figure 1. These 
three used blue 
1-cent Franklin 
stamps catalog 
from $80 to 
$800 dollars. 
Can you tell 
them apart? 
(See the text to 
learn which is 
which.)

Figure 2. It’s easy to see the 
difference between these two shades 
of the 24-cent Washington printed 
by the National Bank Note Co. and 
issued in 1861-62, but could you tell 
all five shades apart (Scott 70-70d)?
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take that lilac brown and put it next to used copies of the 
three other shades — red lilac (Scott 70), violet  (Scott 70c) 
and pale gray violet (Scott 70d) — you might have a harder 
time coming up with an accurate answer, unless you already 
had stamps like these to check against. (That’s why it’s called 
a “reference” collection!)

Again, used copies can vary from $300 to $3,000, so it can 
pay to be sure what you’re buying and selling.

Even in the Scott Specialized catalogue, not all things that 
are valuable are listed and priced formally. Take the two 1917 
10-cent ultramarine Special Delivery stamps (Scott E11) 
shown in Figure 3. Neither is particularly well-centered, and 
the one at top is rather grubby. But when you study the backs 
of the stamps, you discover that the one on the top has a back 
that is white (though by no means immaculate), whereas the 
one on the bottom has a definite color cast. 

But read the footnote following Scott E11 in the catalogue: 
“The aniline ink used on some printings of No. E11 permeat-
ed the paper causing a pink tinge to appear on the back. Such 
stamps are called ‘pink backs.’ They are scarce and valued at 
approximately five times the value of ordinary stamps.” That 
gives this “pink back” a book value of about $100.  

The fees APEX charges for its expert service are based on 
catalog values of the stamps submitted, regardless of their 
condition.

Catalog Value Range APS Member Fee Non-Member Fee

$200 or less $20 $40

$200.01 - $500 $25 $45

$500.01 - $1,000 $30 $50

More than $1,000 3% 5%

Don’t forget to factor into your consideration the con-
dition of the stamp you plan to submit. If it has a nominal 

Figure 3. Even in the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States 
Stamps & Covers, not everything that matters gets a number or a 
letter. The “pink back” on one of these two 1917 10-cent Special 
Delivery stamps gets a footnote following the listing for Scott E11, 
explaining that it is accidental consequence of the aniline ink used 
to print some of the stamps, and can increase the value of the stamp 
fivefold.
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collectors.  Printed by the same agency that issues offi cial China stamps, these 
souvenir sheets were given out at philatelic exhibitions.  Not valid for postage, 
they honor the world’s greatest hobby and are a great way to start or add to your 
China stamp collection.  

Explore Exotic Culture & History
One of the stamps you’ll get with this set pictures Tienanmen, a gate of Beijing’s 

Forbidden City.  Hanging on Tienanmen, or “The Gate of Heavenly Peace,” is a 
portrait of Mao Zedong and two signs reading “Long Live the People’s Republic of 
China” and “Long Live the Great Unity of the World’s Peoples.”

Act Now and SAVE
This is your chance to get five mint China souvenir sheets for only $5 – a savings 

of over 65% off Mystic’s regular price plus FREE shipping and guaranteed delivery.  
Send today and you’ll also receive special collector’s information and other 
interesting stamps on approval.  Strict limit of five sets.  Satisfaction guaranteed.

catalog value of $1,000, but with seri-
ous faults that reduce its market value 
to $100 or less, is it still worth your 
while to pay $30 for a certificate? Will 
that certificate raise the stamp’s market 
value by more than $30? These may be 
the relevant questions to ask yourself.

Faults you might notice yourself 
could include creases, pulled, short 
or clipped perforations, thins, scuffs, 
tears and notations recorded on the 
back of the stamp by a former owner.

Other flaws may take an expert to 
recognize them. These include such 
defects as perforations trimmed off to 
simulate an earlier imperforate stamp, 
cleaned and removed cancels, photo-
chemical color changelings, shaved 
proofs, regummed stamps, reperfora-
tion or fake perforations, bogus over-
prints or surcharges, design added, 
and difficult-to-detect repairs such as 
sealed internal tears.  The mention of 
these faults on a certificate is appreci-
ated by anyone who is thinking about 
buying such a stamp, and the certificate 
preserves the integrity of the stamp as 
it travels from collection to collection. 

Decision-making parameters are 
specific to the collector. Verifying a 
new acquisition, getting a stamp ready 
for selling, and identifying a stamp 
accurately for a collection or exhibit 
are all great reasons for using the APS 
Expertizing Service and its more than 
140 experts.

If you have an item to submit 
to APEX for expertizing, print and 
complete the online form available at 
https://stamps.org/Stamp-Authentica-
tion. 

If you have more than one item to 
submit, please request forms by con-
tacting us at 814-933-3803, extension 
206, during regular business hours.
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Self-graded stamps continue to be a subject of concern 
for items available for sale on StampStore and in cir-
cuit books.  Many buyers become confused when a 

seller’s description and/or pricing declare a higher grade for 
a stamp, but no graded certificate is provided.  

The APS StampStore recommends that sellers competi-
tively price their material to fall within the 40%-60% of the 
catalog value for a grade of very fine unless a certificate is 
provided to confirm grading superior to that level. As stated 
in our Terms of Sale “If a grade is placed on an item in the 
description (Avg., F, F-VF, XF) it must have a certificate indi-
cating the grade, otherwise this information is not included 
in the description.”

That same rule applies to listing an item at a graded, pre-
mium price – if you price it as XF, a certificate so stating by 
a recognized firm should be included.  

Grading stamps is complex and many factors are taken 
into consideration – not just the centering.  The profession-
als grade stamps using a special grading system; reviewing 
soundness, centering, eye appeal, gum condition, and more.  
You may have a stamp that is perfectly centered, but if it has 
other issues such as a flaw, disturbed gum, poor coloring, 
a heavy cancel – the grade and its market value would be 
much less than that of a flawless XF stamp.  

What it boils down to is that self-grading is basically your 
opinion, which others may or may not 
agree with.  Your grade will most likely 

differ from that of a profes-
sional grader. Self-graded 
stamps will not sell for any 
more than what the buyer 
feels their grade is, and may 
sell for much less than if it 
had a certified grade. 

Our recommendation 
is to leave the grading to 
the experts.  If you feel you 
have a stamp that warrants 
a much higher selling price 
because you feel strongly 
that the item is “Superb”, 
send it off to Professional 
Stamp Experts (PSE) and 
have it officially graded.  
Having a certificate accom-
pany the item you are sell-
ing confirms its value.  List-
ing a stamp with a catalog 
value of $1.40 and a selling 
price of $140.00, describing 
it as having “perfect center-
ing” will cause unease with  
potential buyers, who will 
obviously want it graded by 
a professional before agree-
ing to pay so much.  

For those sellers who list prices substantially higher than 
the very fine value, their listings will now carry a disclaimer 
that reads “APS NOTE: item selling price reflects self grading 
by seller, you may consider submitting to a grading service 
upon purchase (be sure to request a return extension as not-
ed in return procedures with filled order – cost of grading 
service is non-refundable).”  

Circuit Book Sales Categories Needed
We continually monitor categories that are in particular 

short supply for the Circuit books (not StampStore).  To see 
our full list of stamps needed for circuits (as well as those not 
currently in need) visit www.stamps.org/Stamps-Needed.

If you have material in these areas you are interested in 
selling, consider using circuit sales. For those new to sell-
ing, information is available at stamps.org/userfiles/file/
stampstore/terms.pdf or can be requested by contacting our 
staff at 814-933-3803 ext. 231.  

APS Advice: Self-grading is not recommended
Not as easy as you think, it’s best left to the pros

Top U.S. Seller
Issued in 1903, this United States 1-cent blue green 

Benjamin Franklin stamp (Scott 300) was a top-selling 
U.S. item in August on StampStore.

Overall monthly sales reports are posted each 
month online at stamps.org/Stampstore-Sales-Report. 
You can view sales records and see what is hot for the 
month.

Order Yours Today at

AmosAdvantage.com
Or call 1-800-572-6885

All 2019 Scott Catalogues

AVAILABLE NOW!
All 2019 Scott Catalogues

AVAILABLE NOW!

Order Yours Today at

AmosAdvantage.com
Or call 1-800-572-6885

LSN0918_APS_SCOTT_ALL_FP.indd   1 9/20/18   9:06 AM
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Inspector Oldfield and the Black 
Hand Society, by William Oldfield and 
Victoria Bruce

At the dawn of the 20th century, 
“The Black Hand” was the scourge of 
six million recently arrived Italians who 
flocked to U.S. cities and industrial re-
gions seeking a better life. Local police 
lacked the language skills and, more 
critically, the trust of the immigrant 
community. Black Hand victims were 
terrified that any words they had with 
an American policeman would bring 
lethal retribution from gangsters. 

Although the term had yet to be 
coined, organized crime was already 
doing a booming business in America. 
The F.B.I. was just coming into being, 
and did not yet have the manpower 
and tools to take on criminal conspira-
cies. That left only one law enforcement 
agency that could put “the Black Hand” 
in cuffs: the U.S. Postal Inspection Ser-
vice. Any intrusion upon the people, 
property or monopoly of the U.S. Post 
Office Department could be enough to 
bring down the full wrath of the inspec-
tors.

The book is essentially the tale of 
one of these men, his associates in law 

enforcement and his criminal enemies. 
That man was Frank Oldfield, who be-
came U.S. Post Office Inspector 156 
in 1899. A fearless lawman, Oldfield 
cheerfully ignored the training manu-
al’s counsel that “an inspector should go 
quietly about his business...” In his first 
decade, Inspector Oldfield rounded up 
train robbers, safe-crackers and embez-
zlers in four states, making a name for 
himself.

But his greatest triumph against 
crime lay ahead, delivered when a pair 
of letters signed “the Black Hand” con-
vinced Ohio police to invite Oldfield to 
investigate the brutal murder of a fruit 
seller in 1907. (As the book notes, “…
the police hoped that the letters might 
lead to a break in the case. It also meant 
that the investigation was out of their 
hands. Anything having to do with the 
U.S. mails went straight to the Post Of-
fice Inspection Service.”)

Most of the book’s 74 black and 
white images including 32 plates de-
pict outlaws and lawmen, but a few 
show Black Hand letters, translations, a 
marked stamp and other items of postal 
history interest, including an “under-
cover letter:” “The addressee is meant 
to open the first letter, finding an [en-
velope containing an] extortion letter 
within with instructions to forward this 
extortion letter to a victim (hence the 
term, ‘undercover’).”

The co-authors of this book — in-
cluding the great-great grandson of the 
protagonist in a family with a lot of long 
memories — have done a fine job of 
turning a gritty saga of organized crime 
nearly a century old into a gripping 
read, where the stakes and the charac-
ters are real, and so are the risks and 
rewards.

Published by Touchstone in August 
2018. Hardbound, 6¼ inches by 9¼ 
inches, 326 pages; $26 plus shipping on 
Amazon; $13.99 for Kindle.

2019 Scott Standard Postage Stamp 
Catalogue, Volume 5 in two books; 
countries N to PHIL in Vol. 5A; PIT to 
SAM countries in Volume 5B

Volumes 5A and 5B of the 2019 
Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue 
are now available. Like all volumes of 
the catalog this year, Vol. 5 is bisected to 
make it easier to carry and handle. Had 
the two halves been published together 
in a single binding, the weight would 
have been nearly 7 pounds.

Aside from stamps showing trains 
on the covers like the other Scott Stan-
dards this year, each of the two parts 
have in common the invaluable 56 
page Introduction, with explanations 
to answer the vast majority of collector 
questions. You’ll find contact info for 
societies, study groups and expertizing 
services, plus an illustrated guide to 
grading, catalog listing policy, a guide 
to the listings and color and general 
abbreviations. A section covers basic 
stamp information, from paper and wa-
termarks to printing processing, inks, 
luminescence, gum, fakes and forgeries, 
common design types (illustrated) and 
currency conversion. Commonwealth 
collectors will appreciate a listing of 
Commonwealth nations and guides to 
dies and watermarks of British colonial 
stamps.
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Vol. 5A of the 2019 Scott Standard 
Postage Stamp Catalogue has 920 pages 
of listings for stamps of 23 stamp-is-
suing entities from Namibia to Philip-
pines. All catalog number additions,  
deletions and changes are listed on page 
3A in both parts of Vol. 5.

“Select Editorial Enhancements” 
highlighted by Scott include the ad-
dition to Nepal of the 1898 1/2-anna 
black Siva’s Bow and Kukris stamp with 
blurry impressions, now added as ma-
jor Scott number 12B. Netherlands list-
ings footnotes have been expanded and 
updated, including noteworthy newly 
added footnotes for coil stamps that 
were made from sheet stamps

For many years, Scott reserved 
numbers for a set of six Nicaraguan 
stamps overprinted in red or silver for 
the Year of Liberation and the 1980 
Olympic Games. Stamps with the red 
overprint are now listed as Scott 1102 
and 1102A-1102E. The stamps with sil-
ver overprints are assigned minor num-
bers 1102f-1102k, and these latter were 
not issued without the overprints.

Philippines listings feature 188 edi-
torial changes, including minor num-
ber listings for a watermark variety that 
has been added to the catalog.

The second-greatest number of 
changes in 5A are the 158 new num-
bers for New Zealand affecting some 
of the islands’ most popular stamps, 
from an imperforate pair of the 1864 
1-shilling yellow green Victoria to the 
avidly collected 1935-42 Pictorials. Cu-
riously, neither new numbers nor value 
changes nor editorial enhancements for 

New Zealand are  mentioned in Donna 
Houseman’s Letter from the Editor, al-
though that may be because they are 
simply too complicated to summarize 
meaningfully.

Reviewing value changes elsewhere 
in 5A, Houseman notes “A thorough 
review of the Netherlands resulted in 
more than 2,750 value changes,” most 
of which “resulted in increases in val-
ue.” Also of interest were 3,100 value 
changes in Netherlands Antilles, 1,060 
for Netherlands Indies, and a complete 
review of Netherlands New Guinea “re-
sulting in more than 100 value changes; 
most are increases, with scattered de-
creases throughout.”

“Values for Nepal increase signifi-
cantly,” Houseman observes, and “a 
review of early Palestine resulted in al-
most 90 value changes.”

Vol. 5B of the 2019 Scott Standard 
Postage Stamp Catalogue has 896 pages 
of listings for stamps of 19 stamp-issu-
ing entities from Pitcairn Island to Sa-
moa. “Select Editorial Enhancements” 
commented on by Scott include renum-
bering several recent issues of Poland. 

Relatively few changes are listed 
for 5B, other than the 40 new num-
bers added to listings for Portugal. New 
overprint varieties have been added 
to the listings for surcharged Vasco da 
Gama stamps of 1911 (Scott 185-192 
and 199-206). Minor numbers have 
been assigned for year dates among the 
Buildings definitive stamps of 1972-73 
and 1974. Five inverted overprint er-
rors of the 1910 postage due set enter 
the 2019 catalog as Scott J14a, J15a, and 

J17a-J19a.
Vol. 5 published in two parts in Au-

gust 2018 Amos Media, Sidney, Ohio. 
Softcover, 8 ¼ inches by 10 ¾ inches. Re-
tail price $134.99, discounted to $99.99 
via Amos Advantage (Linn’s Stamp News 
subscribers); Online version, $75. To or-
der, visit your favorite dealer, call 1-800-
488-5349 or visit online at www.amo-
sadvantage.com.

PO Box 1006, Alton, NH 03809
 603.875.5550      email: const@tds.net

Review our recently updated
listings for

1920-25 Revalued Issues 
www.postalstationery.com

Cut Square 

• U.S. & Worldwide Stamps
• U.S. EFOs & FDCs • U.S. Fancy Cancels

• U.S. & Worldwide Postal History 
incl. stampless covers & 
illustrated advertising
• Philatelic Literature 
• Autographs & More

Lots from $10 to $2,000 or more.
Our diverse offerings include many XF to 
Superb stamps as well as lesser grades.

A great source for all 
but the most advanced.

Only 12% buyer’s commission. 

AUCTIONS
Something for Everyone

DOWNEAST STAMPS
52 Fern Street • Bangor, ME 04401-5599

207-942-3825 • Fax 207-942-0808
E-mail: bids@destamps.com

www.destamps.com

Our next 
auction

December 12, 2018
Sale 317
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This column frequently mentions members who have 
been recognized for their service to our great hobby. 
Many of us have benefitted tremendously directly 

from mentors or indirectly by others who have provided long 
time service. Now is your opportunity to help say thanks by 
nominating one or more individuals for APS awards. The 
Luff Award is the most prestigious annual award presented 
by the American Philatelic Society to a living philatelist for 
his or her distinguished contributions − to Philately, to Re-
search, and to the Society. 

The Carter Volunteer Awards recognize outstanding 
efforts of our volunteers at national and local levels, and 
recognizes our younger members as well, whose outstand-
ing leadership and creativity are crucial to our future. Up to 
ten awards are given annually for local efforts, and five are 
available at the national level. The Kehr Award is bestowed 
annually upon an individual for making philately attractive 
to newcomers and other enduring contributions that help to 
guarantee the future of the hobby. And the Charles Peter-
son Award recognizes those who have furthered philatelic 
knowledge through philatelic literature. 

If you read the preceding award descriptions, and the 
name or the face of a collector you know came readily to 
mind, the time to act is now. Nominations for all of these 
awards are due by December 15. Instructions and forms are 
easy to find at the APS website. 

Congratulations to the Collectors Club of Akron, which 
celebrated its 1,000th meeting on Tuesday, September 18, 
with a dinner attended by 44 members and guests. The club 
was founded by Walter T. Poppenger, along with 14 fellow 
philatelists, in April 1935 with their first meeting on April 

23. Poppenger founded the club “…to further philately and 
make possible that round-the-table good fellowship among 
its members that is only possible in a small group.”

At the event, past American Philatelist and current Linn’s 
Stamp News editor Jay Bigalke spoke about some of his many 
experiences attending first day ceremonies. Congratulations 
also to Jay himself, who five days later completed his bucket-
list goal of attending a U.S. first day ceremony in each of the 
50 states.

A new literature competition will be inaugurated at the 
February Sarasota, Florida National Stamp Exhibition. The 
competition will be different from the literature events cur-
rently held at CHICAGOPEX and StampShow. The Sarasota 
exhibit will be open only to articles of less than 8,000 words. 
This “articles-only” show is intended to recognize the hun-
dreds of authors of philatelic journal articles who each year 
contribute to the hobby with new information for collectors, 
exhibitors and researchers.

Journal editors and authors are encouraged to submit en-
tries for the show no later than December 1, 2018. A com-
plete prospectus and entry form are available on the show’s 
web site, http://www.sarasotastampclub.com/show.html 

K. Joe Youssefi of Phoenix, Arizona passed away in late 
August while working on his stamp collection. Joe focused 
on the philately of his home country, Iran, with at least nine 
exhibits, two of which had won national Grand Awards and 
participated in the multi-frame Champion of Champions 
competitions, and another two of which had qualified to par-
ticipate in the Single Frame Championship.

The last APS winter show, AmeriStamp Expo will be held 
in conjunction with ARIPEX, next February in Joe’s “back-
yard.” A popular winter destination, attendees can ride the 

Gregory Shoults (left) and Ray Beer (center) enjoy a beverage with 
former American Philatelist and current Linn’s Stamp News Editor Jay 
Bigalke, the engaging guest speaker for the 1,000th Meeting of the 
Collectors Club of Akron.

The Collectors Club of Akron, which held its 1,000th meeting 
September 18, was founded in 1935 “…to further philately and make 
possible that round-the-table good fellowship among its members 
that is only possible in a small group.” That fine tradition continues.
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Thirty Years Later,  
‘A Promise Kept’

ESPER is an international stamp 
society promoting stamp collecting and 
philatelic material depicting people and 
events related to the African diaspora. 
The latter term refers to 
the forced removal from 
their native homelands of 
as many as 10 million Af-
ricans kidnapped, enslaved 
and transported to Europe 
and the Americas between 
the 15th and 19th centuries 
through the transatlantic 
slave trade.

The Ebony Society of Philatelic 
Events and Reflections (ESPER) was 
founded by Esper G. Hayes of Char-
lotte, North Carolina. She started the 
society based on a promise she made to 
Olympic track star Jesse Owens, whom 
she met at a stamp show in the 1970s.

Hayes patiently waited in line for 
hours to get Owens’ autograph, but 
when she got to the table, it was Owens 
who stood up to shake her hand. She 
and Jesse were the only African Ameri-
cans at the stamp show that day. Dur-
ing their conversation, Jesse mentioned 
that maybe Esper could do something 
to help black people recognize the 

many stamps depicting them and 
honoring their achievements. Col-
lecting and studying these stamps 
and covers could help more people 
to take pride in themselves and 
their history.

Esper enthusiastically agreed. 
After Owens died in 1980, Esper 
turned her promise to Owens into 
an enduring commitment to her 
community. 

The Ebony Society of Philatelic 
Events and Reflections, whose ini-

tials spell out its founder’s 
name, was organized in 1988 
as a 501 (c)(3) non-profit in-
ternational organization to 
encourage and support the 
interest and participation of 
black people in all aspects 
of the stamp hobby. ESPER 
currently has almost 300 

members throughout the United States 
and in other countries.

Reflections, the society’s award-
winning quarterly newsletter, contains 
information and commentary about 
people of the African Diaspora on phil-
atelic material from around the world. 
Many members spend time visiting 
schools to share their knowledge with 
children. Others give presentations at 
stamp shows, local libraries, and civic 
centers to spread the hobby of philately 
and the history of African Americans.

To mark its 30th anniversary. 
ESPER is offering a nice selection of at-
tractive and practical merchandise em-
blazoned with their 30th anniversary 

logo, including long-sleeve T-shirts, 
short-sleeve polo shirts, tote bags and 
back packs. Ordering details are avail-
able at the ESPER website at www.es-
perstamps.org . The ESPER website it-
self achieved a landmark this year, with 
a “three-peat” — its third straight year 
as a Gold Award recipient in the annual 
APS Web Awards to recognize website 
excellence,

Congratulations to ESPER, to its 
members old and new, and our hearti-
est wishes that the next 30 years will 
bring more fresh adherents to enjoy 
the cordial camaraderie of the stamp 
hobby. 

ESPER’s logo marks its 30th an-
niversary and recalls the promise its 
founder made to Jesse Owens.

Pictured on several U.S. stamps, 
Jesse Owens overcame Hitler’s bigotry 
to win four Gold Medals in the 1936 
Berlin Olympics. Four decades later, 
Owens challenged a college professor to 
use stamps to help African Americans 
take pride in themselves.  

ESPER members (left to right) Felix Perez-Folch, 
Ricky Johnson and Reflections editor Don Neal.

Home of the best philatelic auctions in the mid-west between Chicago and 
Philadelphia for over 40 years. The focus of our philatelic auctions is to serve the 

beginner to well advance collector. With the average lot price in the $50-500 range, 
collectors are sure to find stamps, covers and large lots to their liking. We average 

4–6 philatelic auctions each year. We also are always looking for collections to either 
purchase outright or to take on consignment for these auctions. We broadcast the 
auctions live on five websites and can also be found on Stamp Auction Network. 

Please contact us at 440-975-8938 to sign up for free catalogs and/or email 
notifications. You can also visit our website at www.fuscoauctions.com.

Fusco Auctions
4740 Beidler Rd. Rear • Willoughby, Ohio 44094

(20 miles east of Cleveland)

Fusco AuctionsShare the Hobby
When you finish with this 
copy of The American Phi-
latelist, why not leave it in 
a waiting room? Doctor’s 
offices, auto service waiting 
areas and any place where 
people have to sit and wait 
offer an audience who might 
discover an interested in col-
lecting. You can also print an 
APS application to include 
at https://aps.buzz/apjoin.
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light rail from the Phoenix Airport to a couple blocks from 
the Mesa Convention Center and Marriott hotel. The show 
will include about 60 dealers along with the annual Single 
Frame and Most Popular Exhibit Championships. Early hotel 
bookings are highly recommended if you want to take advan-
tage of the APS show rate for the headquarters hotel.

Congratulations to the major award winners at the four 
World Series of Philately shows held since I wrote last month’s 
column: 

BALPEX 2018 — Aug. 31- Sept. 2 — Baltimore , Maryland
Multiframe Grand: Establishing the United States’ Trans-

continental Air Mail Service: May15, 1918 –June 30, 1924, A.D. 
Jones

Multiframe Reserve Grand: The Columbian Envelopes of 
1893, Marvin and Judith R. Platt,

Single Frame Grand: Boston’s Use of the 1847 Issue, Mark 
Schwartz

Youth Grand: A Dialogue with the Flying Jewels, Ramprasad 
Mahurkar

OMAHA STAMP SHOW — Sept. 8-9 — Omaha, Nebras-
ka

Multiframe Grand: The Essays and Proofs of the 1898 Trans-
Mississippi Issue, Bill Dugan 

Multiframe Reserve Grand: The Prexie Coils, Bill DiPaolo 
Single Frame Grand: Uses of the 1908 U.S. Coils, Mick Had-

ley 
Most Popular: The Essays and Proofs of the 1898 Trans-Mis-

sissippi Issue, Bill Dugan 
MILCOPEX 2018 — Sept. 14-16 — Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Multiframe Grand: The 1903 Two Cent Washington Shield 

Issue, Nicholas A. Lombardi
Multiframe Reserve Grand: The Magical World of Harry 

Potter, Van Siegling

Single Frame Grand: The Special Booklet Paper Printings of 
1928, Robert G. Rufe

Most Popular: The Magical World of Harry Potter, Van 
Siegling

SEAPEX 2018 — Sept. 14-16 —Tukwila, Washington
Multiframe Grand: Postal History of the Thirteen Colonies, 

1675–1782, Timothy P. O’Connor
Multiframe Reserve Grand: SCADTA Mail to and from 

Switzerland, George Struble
Single Frame Grand: The Stones of a Swiss Classic – The 

Light Blue Rayon I, Michael Peter
Youth Grand: Black Heritage, Jasminne Batista
People’s Choice Award: Women of the Black Heritage Se-

ries: From the Fields of Slavery to the Halls of Congress, Mark 
Thompson

About the same time you receive this issue of The Ameri-
can Philatelist, you should also be receiving your annual dues 
notices from the APS. As the mailing includes our latest pub-
lication brochure it is sent to all APS members, including Life 
Members who do not owe any dues payment. The APS cur-
rently offers 84 different publications for sale, some of these are 
being sold on behalf of APS affiliates and not all could be listed 
on the brochure, but most represent the lifetime work of one 
or more collectors.

APS members receive a discount on nearly all items, and 
several are being offered for the first time. Many collectors may 
prefer to spend their limited funds on the usual stamps and 
covers, but the knowledge that can be learned from these pub-
lications could pay back the modest investment of purchasing 
them many times over.

A book might also make an excellent club door prize or 
holiday gift for a fellow collector.

Cachet with cancellation commemorating the 1000th meeting of the Collectors Club of Akron.
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Walking a fine line?
Protect your collection today.

One Exchange Plaza | 55 Broadway, 24th Floor New York, NY 10006 | 212.509.3777 | insurance@hughwood.com 
Visit our website at www.hughwood.com
Licensed in all states| California License #0658420

Insuring the things that matter most

Call for a quote today!
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SHOW TIME
stampshow@stamps.org
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The “Show Time” Calendar features a list of 
upcoming shows and APS events (shown in 
green). To obtain a listing, please submit a “Show 
Time” form, available online at www.stamps.org/
Show-Calendar or by mail from APS headquarters. 
Information must be received 60 days before 
desired publication time.

The listings are free to World Series of Philately 
and other shows that are sponsored by an APS 
chapter or affiliate. Other shows/bourses may 
purchase listings for the month of the show/
bourse and the month prior only. The listing fee 
is $25 per show per issue. Shows designated *B* 
are bourse only.

Grand award winners from *WSP* shows are 
eligible for the annual APS World Series of Philately 
Champion of Champions competition. Visit www.
stamps.org/Show-Calendar for a complete listing 
of shows and APS events.

New Jersey	 November 3
MSC Monthly Bourse  Merchantville Stamp 

Club, Martin Luther Chapel School gym, 4100 
Terrace Ave., Pennsauken. *B*

Contact: Carol Anne Visalli, 856-562-1389
Email: cavisalli@gmail.com
Website: www.merchantvillestampclub.org

Pennsylvania	 November 3
Annual Reading Stamp Club Show  Reading 

Stamp Club, Leesport Auction Pavilion, 312 
Gernant’s Church Rd, Leesport. *B*

Contact: Kent Weaver, 610-779-0175
Email: kewsr78@yahoo.com

California	 November 3-4
SACAPEX 2018  Sacramento Philatelic Society, 

Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H Street, Sacramento. 
Contact: Joanne Berkowitz, 916-455-3659
Email: joannebe@pacbell.net
Website: www.sacramentophilatelicsociety.org

Michigan	 November 3-4
AAPEX 2018  Ann Arbor Stamp Club, Morris J. 

Lawrence Building, Washtenaw Community 
College, 4800 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor. 

Contact: Harry & Dottie Winter, 734-761-5859
Email: harwin@umich.edu
Website: www.annarborstampclub.org

Pennsylvania	 November 3-4
PITTPEX 2018  Philatelic Society of Pittsburgh, 

South Fayette Fire Hall, 661 Millers Run Rd., 
Bridgeville. 

Contact: Bryan Gross, 412 352-1317
Email: maxaugust@aol.com

Website: www.pittsburghstampclub.org

Texas	 November 9-10
31st Annual Mid-Cities Stamp Club EXPO  Mid-

Cities Stamp Club, Grapevine Convention 
Center, 1209 South Main Street, Grapevine. 

Contact: Ralph Poore, 817-235-8472
Email: rspoore@ralph-s-poore.com
Website: www.mid-citiesstampclub.com/

stampshow.htm

Ohio	 November 10
Rubber City Stamp Club 99th Annual Stamp 

Show  Rubber City Stamp Club, Akron General 
Health and Wellness Center, 4125 Medina Rd 
(Rte. 18 at Crystal Lake Road), Akron. 

Contact: Tom Hirschinger, 330-336-8227

Pennsylvania	 November 10
2018 Johnstown Stamp Show  Johnstown 

Stamp Club, St. John Gualbert Activity Center, 
110 Adams St., Johnstown. 

Contact: Charles D. Holtzman, Jr., 814-532-0199
Email: chazhjr@msn.com

Ohio	 November 10-11
MSDA Fall Cincinnati Area Stamp 

Show  Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, 
Four Points by Sheraton Cincinnati North, 7500 

The smart stamp collector’s plan to avoid cabin fever in 2019 is to make their  
escape to AmeriStamp Expo/Aripex – the annual APS Winter Convention – Feb-
ruary 15 to 17 at the Mesa Convention Center in Mesa, Arizona. The host hotel is 
but a short stroll away at the Phoenix Marriott Mesa, 200 North Centennial Way, 
Mesa, AZ 85201, offering a show rate of $159 plus tax.

Dealers are signing up now, and choice booth positions still are available. 
Stamp clubs, philatelic organizations and collectors who plan to schedule a meet-
ing, hold a seminar or make a presentation can likewise make reservations for a 
room for their get-togethers today. And to make the show run smoothly, the APS 
also is looking for volunteers to help at the show. 

Here’s a fun fact for frigid philatelists: daily February high temperatures in 
Mesa average 73°F, rarely falling below 59°F or exceeding 82°F. So leave your par-
ka and shovel at home, and save yourself from the Mid-February Blizzard Blues. 
We look forward to seeing you in Arizona! 

Make Plans Now for Your February Getaway
AmeriStamp Expo Heads to Mesa, Arizona
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Tylers Place Boulevard, West Chester. *B*
Contact: Jim Bardo, 847-634-2676
Email: jfb7437@aol.com
Website: www.msdastamp.com

Illinois	 November 15
Postal History of World War II in the Pacific 

Ocean  On the Road Course, Prior to 
CHICAGOPEX- Westin Chicago Northwest, 400 
Park Blvd, Itasca. *APS*

Contact: Ross Jones
Email: education@stamps.org
Website: www.stamps.org/On-the-Road-Courses

Illinois	 November 16-18
CHICAGOPEX  Chicago Philatelic Society, Westin 

Chicago Northwest, 400 Park Blvd., Itasca. 
*WSP*

Contact: Charles Berg, 773-775-2100
Email: stampkingchicago@hotmail.com
Website: www.chicagopex.org

New York	 November 17
Autumn Stamp Festival  Buffalo Stamp Club, 

VFW Post, 2450 Walden Avenue, Cheektowaga. 
*B*

Contact: George H. Gates, 716-633-8358
Email: gghg53@aol.com

Ohio	 November 17
Black River Stamp Club Annual Show  Black 

River Stamp Club, St. Judes School, 590 Poplar 
St., Elyria. 

Contact: Dennis Sadowski, 440-937-0069
Email: blackriver.stampclub@gmail.com

Illinois	 November 24
SUPEX 2018  Suburban Collector’s Club of 

Chicago, Union of Operating Engineers Hall, 
6200 Joliet Road, Countryside. *B*

Contact: Scott Mitchell, 630-929-5761
Email: scott.mitchell@advocatehealth.com

Connecticut	 November 25
Fourth Sunday Collectibles Show  New Haven 

Philatelic Society, Annex YMA, 554 Woodward 
Ave., New Haven. *B*

Contact: Brian McGrath, 203-627-6874
Email: hukeda@comcast.net
Website: www.nhps1914.org

Bangkok, Thailand 
	 November 28-December 3
Thailand World Stamp Exhibition	FIP World Stamp 

Exhibition and Congress, Bangkok.
Exhibit Contact: Contact: Commissioner Mr. 

Sandeep Jaiswal sj722@aol.com
Address: PO Box 8689, Cranston, RI 02920, 

Florida	 November 30 to December 2
FLOREX--The Florida State Stamp Show  FSDA 

& Central Florida Stamp Club, Osceola Heritage 
Park, Events Center, Hall B, 1901 Chief Osceola 
Trail, Kissimmee. *WSP*

Contact: Francis Ferguson, 407-493-0956-Cell
Email: show@florexstampshow.com
Website: www.florexstampshow.com

Michigan	 December 1
Fernpex 18  Birmingham/Ferndale Stamp Club, 

Sokol Cultural Hall, 23600 W. Warren, Dearborn. 
*B*

Contact: Fred Como, 586-863-7934
Email: karate1dad@netscape.net

New Jersey	 December 1
MSC Monthly Bourse  Merchantville Stamp 

Club, Martin Luther Chapel School gym, 4100 
Terrace Ave., Pennsauken. *B*

Contact: Carol Anne Visalli, 856-562-1389
Email: cavisalli@gmail.com
Website: www.merchantvillestampclub.org

California	 December 1-2
PENPEX  Sequoia Stamp Club, Community 

Activities Bldg., 1400 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood 
City. 

Contact: Kristin Patterson, 408-267-6643
Email: penpexredwoodcity@yahoo.com
Website: www.penpex.org

Wisconsin	 December 1-2
MSDA Holiday Milwaukee Stamp 

Show  Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, 
Crown Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 South 
13th Street, Milwaukee. *B*

Contact: Jim Bardo, 847-634-2676
Email: jfb7437@aol.com
Website: www.msdastamp.com

Illinois	 December 8-9
MSDA Fall Show West  Midwest Stamp Dealers 

Association, Holiday Inn Chicago Oak Brook, 17 
W 350 22nd Street, Oak Brook Terrace. *B*

Contact: Jim Bardo, 847-634-2676
Email: jfb7437@aol.com
Website: www.msdastamp.com

Connecticut	 December 23
Fourth Sunday Collectibles Show  New Haven 

Philatelic Society, Annex YMA, 554 Woodward 
Ave., New Haven. *B*

Contact: Brian McGrath, 203-627-6874
Email: hukeda@comcast.net
Website: www.nhps1914.org

2019

New Jersey	 January 3-5
Garden State Stamp and Cover Show  New 

Jersey Stamp Dealers Association, The 
Bethwood, 38 Lackawanna Ave., Totowa. *B*

Contact: Tom Jacks, 908-419-9751
Email: tjacks@verizon.net
Website: www.mountainsidestamps.com

Michigan	 January 5-6
BIRPEX 2019  Birmingham Stamp Club /

Ferndale Stamp Club, Birmingham Masonic 
Temple, 37357 Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills. 
*B*

Contact: Fred Como, 586-863-7934
Email: karate1dad@netscape.net

Louisiana	 January 18-19
NOLAPEX Stamp & Postcard Show  Crescent City 

Stamp Club, Doubletree New Orleans Airport, 
2150 Veterans Memorial Blvd, Kenner. 

Contact: Doug Weisz, 773-914-4332
Email: weiszcovers@yahoo.com
Website: www.ccscno.org

Georgia	 January 25-27
Southeastern Stamp Expo  Southeastern 

Federation of Stamp Clubs, Hilton Hotel Atlanta 
Northeast, 5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., 
Norcross. *WSP*

Contact: Scott Mark
Email: sestampexpo@gmail.com
Website: www.sefsc.org

South Carolina	 February 9-10
Myrtle Beach Stamp & Postcard Show  Myrtle 

Beach Stamp Club, Waccamaw Shoppes At 
Fantasy Harbor, 2999 Waccamaw Blvd., Myrtle 
Beach. *B*

Contact: Donn M. Ebert, 843-347-0087
Email: lilfort@sccoast.net
Website: sites.google.com/site/

myrtlebeachstampclub/

Arizona	 February 15-17
AmeriStamp Expo/ARIPEX  Arizona Fed. of 

Stamp Clubs, Mesa Convention Center, 263 N. 
Center St., Building “C”, Mesa. *WSP*

Contact: Kathleen Edwards, 814-933-3803 ext 217
Email: stampshow@stamps.org
Website: www.stamps.org/AmeriStampExpo-ASE

Florida	 February 16
Annual Stamp Show  West Volusia Stamp Club, 

Sons of Italy, 1270 Doyle Rd., Deltona. *B*
Contact: Mike Daley, 407-417-7818
Email: miked129e@gmail.com
Website: floridacsp.com/wvstamp/

Ohio	 February 22-23
Toledo Stamp Expo 2019  Stamp Collectors Club 

of Toledo, Holland Gardens, 6530 Angola Rd., 
Holland. 

Contact: Charles Habilitzel, 419-297-7604
Email: president@toledostampclub.org
Website: www.toledostampclub.org

Nebraska	 February 23-24
LINPEX 2019  Lincoln Stamp Club, Country Inn & 

Suites, 5353 N. 27th St., Lincoln. 
Contact: Dale Niebuhr, 402-423-7108
Email: dale.niebuhr@gmail.com
Website: www.lincolnstampclub.org

Stamps, stationery, postal history, 
die proofs from around the World.

Send a note of your interests and we’ll 
advise you of suitable items we have.

If in London, please visit our 
offices and browse our stock.

Have you visited our e-bay store?

1, Wardour Street
London W1D 6PA Great Britain
Phone: 011-44-20-7930-6100 

Fax: 011-44-20-7494-2881
E-mail: philatelists@argyll-etkin.com

Website: www.argyll-etkin.com
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Florida	 March 2
15th Annual Stamp and Coin Show  Flagler 

County Stamp and Coin Club, Elk’s Lodge, 47 
Old Kings Road North, Palm Coast. *B*

Contact: David Rosenthal, 386-437-0368
Email: stampandcoin@hotmail.com
Website: www.stampandcoinclub.com

New Jersey	 March 2
Westfield StampShow  Westfield Stamp Club, 

Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad 
Street, Westfield. 

Contact: Ed Grabowski, 908-233-9318
Email: info@westfieldstampclub.org
Website: www.westfieldstampclub.org

Ohio	 March 2-3
McKinley Stamp Club Show  McKinley Stamp 

Club, St. George Serbian Orthodox Social Hall, 
4667 Applegrove St., NW, North Canton. 

Contact: Dave Pool, 330-832-5992
Email: lincolnway@sssnet.com
Website: mksc.webs.com

California	 March 9-10
Frespex 2019  Fresno Philatelic Society, Veterans 

Memorial Building, 435 Hughes Ave., Clovis. *B*
Contact: Dick Richardson, 559-472-8445
Email: starstamps@thegrid.net

Illinois	 March 9-10
Rockford 2-3-4 Stamp Expo  Rockford Stamp 

Club, Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 West Lane Rd., 
Loves Park. 

Contact: Tim Wait, 815-670-5869
Email: t.wait@comcast.net
Website: www.rockfordstampclub.org

Michigan	 March 9-10
Michipex 2019  Michigan Stamp Club, Sokol 

Cultural Center, 23600 West Warren, Dearborn 
Heights. *B*

Contact: John Bendzick, 313-277-2298

New York	 March 9-10
BUFPEX 2019  The Buffalo Stamp Club, VFW Hall, 

2450 Walden Avenue, Cheektowaga. 
Contact: George Gates, 716-633-8358
Email: gghg53@aol.com

Ohio	 March 15-17
Garfield-Perry March Party  Garfield-Perry 

Stamp Club, Holiday Inn Strongsville, 15471 
Royalton Road, Strongsville. *WSP*

Contact: Roger Rhoads
Email: rrrhoads@aol.com
Website: www.garfieldperry.org

Oregon	 March 16
STAMPFEST  Greater Eugene Stamp Society, 

Willamette Valley Stamp Exhibition, a two-day 
show in cooperation with Salem Stamp Society 
on March 17; see website for more information; 

contact George Struble, 503-364-3929 or 
gstruble@willamette.edu, St. Jude’s Catholic 
Church, 43rd and Willamette, Eugene. 

Contact: Clarin Lewis/ George Struble, 541-461-
3574/503-364-3929

Email: clarin44@comcast.net / gstruble@
willamette.edu

Website: www.greatereugenestampclub.weebly.
com

Oregon	 March 17
STAMPEX  Salem Stamp Society, Willamette 

Valley Stamp Exhibition, a two-day show in 
cooperation with Greater Eugene Stamp Society 
on March 16; see website for more information., 
Red Lion Hotel, 3301 Market St. NE, Salem. 

Contact: George Struble, 503-364-3929
Email: gstruble@willamette.edu
Website: www.salemstampsociety.org

Illinois	 March 22-24
ASDA Stamp Show  American Stamp Dealers 

Association, Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 17 
W 350 22nd Street, Oakbrook Terrace. *B*

Contact: Dana Guyer, 800-369-8207
Email: dana@americanstampdealer.com
Website: www.americanstampdealer.com

Virginia	 March 23-24
SPRINGPEX 2019  Springfield Stamp Club, 

Robert E. Lee High School (Cafeteria), 6540 
Franconia Rd. (VA Rte. 644E), Springfield. 

Contact: Gerry Frazier
Email: frazierg@cox.net
Website: www.springfieldstampclub.org

Missouri	 March 29-31
St. Louis Stamp Expo  Area Clubs, St. Louis 

Renaissance Airport Hotel, 9801 Natural Bridge 
Road, St. Louis. *WSP*

Contact: Mike Peter
Website: www.stlstampexpo.org

Florida	 March 30-31
TALPEX 2019  Tallahassee Stamp and Cover 

Club, Tallahassee Senior Center, 1400 North 
Monroe Street, Tallahassee. *B*

Contact: Gerard York, 850-284-4712
Email: gerard_york@msn.com
Website: www.tsandcc.info

Delaware	 April 13
DELPEX 2019  Brandywine Valley Stamp Club, 

Nur Shrine CenterTemple, 198 S. Du Pont Hwy 
(US Routes 13 & 40), New Castle. 

Contact: John Howker, 302-635-7016
Email: johnhowker@aol.com
Website: www.brandywinevalleystampclub.com

Michigan	 April 13-14
Plymouth Show  West Suburban Stamp Club, 

Hellenic Cultural Center, 36375 Joy Road, 

Westland. *WSP*
Contact: Tim Strzalkowski, 313-533-7737
Email: showchair@plymouthshow.com
Website: www.plymouthshow.com

Washington	 April 20-21
Evergreen Stamp Club Spring Stamps 

Show  Evergreen Stamp Club, Kent Commons 
Recreation Center, 525 4th Ave., N., Kent. 

Contact: William Geijsbeek, 425-883-9390
Email: billgphil@gmail.com
Website: www.stamps.org/Evergreen-Stamp-Club

California	 April 26-28
WESTPEX  WESTPEX, Inc., San Francisco Airport 

Marriott Waterfront Hotel, 1800 Old Bayshore 
Highway, Burlingame. *WSP*

Contact: Edward Jarvis, 415-387-1016
Email: ejarvis@westpex.com
Website: www.westpex.com

Ohio	 April 27
TUSCOPEX 2019  Tuscora Stamp Club, 

Tuscora Park, 161 Tuscora Avenue, NW, New 
Philadelphia. *B*

Contact: Jim Shamel, 740-922-4610
Email: jimhelenshamel@hotmail.com

Massachusetts	 May 3-5
Philatelic Show  Northeastern Fed. Of Stamp 

Clubs, Boxboro Regency Hotel & Conference 
Center, 242 Adams Place, Boxborough. *WSP*

Contact: Jeff Shapiro
Email: coverlover@gmail.com
Website: www.nefed.org

Wisconsin	 May 4-5
WISCOPEX 2019  Badger Stamp Club, Radisson 

Hotel Madison, 200 Viking Dr., Madison. 
Contact: Karen Weigt, 608-609-6173
Email: klweigt@gmail.com
Website: www.wfscstamps.org

Pennsylvania	 May 10-11
BUTLERPEX 2019  Butler County Philatelic 

Society, Tanglewood Senior Center, 10 Austin 
Ave., Lyndora. 

Contact: Tom Sivak, 724-287-1931
Email: tomsstamps@zoominternet.net
Website: www.butlercountyphilatelicsociety.com

Oregon	 May 10-12
PIPEX  Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs, 

Red Lion Hotel on the River - Jantzen Beach, 909 
N. Hayden Island Drive, Portland. *WSP*

Contact: Mark Loomis, 503-709-6591
Email: mmloomis1@gmail.com
Website: www.pipexstampshow.org

New York	 May 17-18
ROPEX  Rochester Phil. Assoc., The Greater 

Canandaigua Civic Center, 250 North Bloomfield 
Rd, Canandaigua. *WSP*

U.S. Possessions
CZ, Cuba, Guam, Hawaii, PR, Philippines, Spanish Era

Whether you want that elusive issue to complete 
a set or sell your collections. Free price list.

6547 Midnight Pass Rd., #89, Sarasota, FL 34242 • Ph: 941-349-0222
www.astampdealer4u.com • frankb@astampdealer4u.com

FRANK BACHENHEIMERFSDA
ASDA

U.S. Revenues
R1 to RZ18, Telegraphs, Savings

Whether you want that elusive issue to complete
a set or sell your collections. Free price list.

6547 Midnight Pass Rd., #89, Sarasota, FL 34242 • Ph: 941-349-0222
www.astampdealer4u.com • frankb@astampdealer4u.com

FRANK BACHENHEIMERFSDA
ASDA

www.greggnelsonstamps.com

Mexico
707-894-5273

New and Lower Prices
in Southern California go to:  

Stampshowsteve.com 
for Dates, Times & Locations 

FREE Parking Too!

Visit a FREE Stampshow
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Contact: Tom Fortunato, 585-752-6178
Email: stamptmf@frontiernet.net
Website: www.rpastamps.org/ropex.html

Stockholm, Sweden	 May 29-June 2
STOCKHOLMIA2019  Royal Philatelic Society 

Invitational, Stockholm. 
Contact: Royal Philatelic Society, London

New York	 May 31-June 2
ASDA Stamp Show  American Stamp Dealers 

Association, NEW LOCATION: The Watson Hotel, 
West 57th Street, New York. *B*

Contact: Dana Guyer, 800-369-8207
Email: dana@americanstampdealer.com
Website: www.americanstampdealer.com

Virginia	 June 7-9
NAPEX  National Phil. Exhibitions of Washington 

D.C., McLean Hilton at Tyson’s Corner, 7920 
Jones Branch Dr., McLean. *WSP*

Contact: Darrell Ertzberger, 703-548-3366
Email: mteton@aol.com
Website: www.napex.org

Oklahoma	 June 28-29
OKPEX  Oklahoma City Stamp Club, Reed 

Conference Center, 5800 Will Rogers Road, 
Midwest City. *WSP*

Contact: Joe Crosby, 405-749-0939
Email: joecrosby@cox.net
Website: www.okcsc.org

Minnesota	 July 19-21
Minnesota Stamp Expo  Twin City Philatelic 

Society and Various Local Clubs, Crystal 
Community Ctr., 4800 Douglas Dr., N., 
Minneapolis. *WSP*

Contact: Randy A. Smith, 952-431-3273
Email: rasmary4@frontiernet.net
Website: www.stampsminnesota.com/MN%20

Stamp%20Expo.htm

Washington	 July 20-21
Evergreen Stamp Club Summer Exhibition   

Evergreen Stamp Club, Kent Commons 
Recreation Center, 525 4th Ave., N., Kent. 

Contact: William Geijsbeek, 425-883-9390
Email: billgphil@gmail.com
Website: www.stamps.org/Evergreen-Stamp-

Club

Missouri	 July 26-28
AMERICOVER 2019  American First Day Cover 

Society, Renaissance St. Louis Airport, 9801 

Natural Bridge Rd, St. Louis. *WSP*
Contact: Chris Lazaroff
Email: showinfo@afdcs.org
Website: www.afdcs.org/show

Nevada	 July 27-28
Greater Reno Stamp & Cover Show  Nevada 

Stamp Study Society, National Bowling Stadium 
Museum, 300 N. Center St., Reno. 

Contact: Erik Fields, 775-232-4760
Email: show@renostamp.org
Website: www.renostamp.org

North Carolina	 July 27-28
CHARPEX 2019  Charlotte Philatelic Society, 

Worrell Bldg, Central Piedmont Community 
College, 1228 Elizabeth Avenue, Charlotte. 

Contact: Gene Zhiss, 704-553-8110
Email: signup@charpex.info
Website: www.charpex.info/

Nebraska	 August 1-4
APS STAMPSHOW  American Philatelic Society, 

CenturyLink Center, 1001 Farnam Street, 
Omaha. *WSP*

Contact: Kathleen Edwards, 814-933-3803 ext 217
Email: stampshow@stamps.org
Website: www.stamps.org/STAMPSHOW-SS

Sarpsborg, Norway	 August 23-25
NORDIA2019  Sarpsborg. 

Maryland	 August 30-September 1
BALPEX  Baltimore Phil. Soc., Baltimore Hunt 

Valley Inn, 245 Shawan Rd., I-83 Exit 20 E., Hunt 
Valley. *WSP*

Contact: Michael Carski, 410-465-5712
Email: vgnrr@hotmail.com
Website: www.balpex.org

Washington	 September 13-15
SEAPEX  Seattle Philatelic Exhibition, Tukwila 

Convention Center, 12424 42nd Ave., S., Tukwila. 
*WSP*

Contact: Jack Congrove
Email: seapex@comcast.net
Website: seapexshow.org

Wisconsin	 September 19-22
MILCOPEX  Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc., 

Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 South 
13th St., Milwaukee. *WSP*

Contact: Dona Fagan, 262-251-0617
Email: maryann15b@mac.com
Website: www.milcopex.org

Indiana	 October 4-6
INDYPEX  Indiana Stamp Club, Hamilton 

County Fairgrounds and Exhibition Center, 2003 
Pleasant Street, Noblesville. *WSP*

Contact: Bob Zeigler, 317-844-5200
Email: indianastampclub.org
Website: www.indianastampclub.org

Washington DC	 October 18-19
Royal Philatelic Society London  National 

Postal Museum and Philaterians, Smithsonian’s 
National Postal Museum, 2 Massachusetts Ave 
NE, Washington DC. Exhibit Only;

Contact: Cheryl Ganz
Email: cherylganz@yahoo.com

Michigan	 November 2-3
AAPEX 2019  Ann Arbor Stamp Club, Morris J. 

Lawrence Building, Washtenaw Community 
College, 4800 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor. 

Contact: Harry & Dottie Winter, 734-761-5859
Email: harwin@umich.edu
Website: www.annarborstampclub.org

California	 November 9-10
Filatelic Fiesta 2019  San Jose Stamp Club, Elks 

Lodge, 444 W. Alma Ave, San Jose. *WSP*
Contact: Jessica Rodriguex, 408-656-0623
Email: filatelicfiesta@gmail.com
Website: www.filatelicfiesta.com

Illinois	 November 22-24
CHICAGOPEX  Chicago Philatelic Society, Westin 

Chicago Northwest, 400 Park Blvd., Itasca. 
*WSP*

Contact: Charles Berg, 773-775-2100
Email: stampkingchicago@hotmail.com
Website: www.chicagopex.org

Florida	 December 6-8
FLOREX--The Florida State Stamp Show  FSDA 

& Central Florida Stamp Club, Osceola Heritage 
Park, Events Center, Hall B, 1901 Chief Osceola 
Trail, Kissimmee. *WSP*

Contact: Francis Ferguson, 407-493-0956-Cell
Email: show@florexstampshow.com
Website: www.florexstampshow.com

BERLIN 
YEAR SETS

Don S. Cal
PO Box 1732 • Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Tel: 250-383-6211 • E-mail: dcal@victoriastamp.com
Dealer member APS since 1985

www.DonSCal.com

                   Mint NH
1960–1969 $60.00
1970–1979 $175.00
1980–1989 $260.00
1990 $32.00

               Used
1960–1969 $85.00
1970–1979 $150.00
1980–1989 $325.00
1990 $42.50

VATICAN CITY YEAR SETS

Entire Vatican catalog is stock; 1929 to today
Please add 3% postage & shipping, 

minimum $0.75 maximum $7.40. FREE price list.

P.O. Box 78, Dexter MI 48130-0078 
Phone: (734) 424-3043

www.pennyblackstamp.com

PENNY BLACK STAMP COMPANY

Year         Mint
2017 $91.00
2016 $97.00
2015 $87.60
2014 $100.00
2013 $115.00

Year         Mint 
2012 $82.52
2011 $95.00
2010 $81.35
2009 $92.72
2008 $81.19

                        

                        
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 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


6350 N. Oracle Road • Tucson, AZ 85704 
(520) 393-9887 • Email: sanpedrosc@gmail.com 

Established 1950

San Pedro Stamp & Coin, LLC

COLLECT AIR MAILS?
Contact us for our latest price list.

WORLD
AIR MAILS

Contact us for our latest price list.

San Pedro Stamp & Coin
BUY - SELL - WANT LISTS

455 E Grand River, 
Suite 103

Brighton, MI 48116
(810) 220-6000

Fine United States, British and  
Worldwide Stamps & Postal History

Covers, Collections, Lots and Accumulations

SterlingKingbrookAuctions.com

buyers and  
builders of great 
stamp collections 

visit  
www.columbianstamp.com

R87a, Margins all around, 
Sound, 2017 PF Cert.  $2,250.

Suburban Stamp Inc.
P.O. Box 425 • East Longmeadow, MA 01028 
413-785-5348 • suburbanstamp@verizon.net

Are you on our 
mailing List?
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..............................................................................................................................CLASSIFIEDS

UNITED STATES

U.S. CLASSIC PRICE LIST FREE. 
Seconds to superb, 4,500 lots, 
60 pages, colored photos. No. 1 
through B.O.B., Illustrated grading, 
special discounts, 48-hour service. 
Specify mint & or used. Layaways 
and credit cards accepted. IOWA 
STAMPS, Box 77-A, Ankeny, IA 
50021. Phone: 515-964-1202 
E-mail: iowasc@netins.net (1425)

www.philbansner.com (1432)

USED and MINT PNCs. Google 
“Himes PNCs” or send SASE to J. 
Himes, POB 453, Cypress, CA 90630 
(1416)

FREE 35-page U.S. U.N. Pricelist or 
view online at www.fortpittstamps.
com Fort Pitt Philatelics PO Box 
6009 Pittsburgh PA 15211 (1417)

UNITED STATES Classic + www.
hipstamp.com/store/ralphsroom 
(1415)

FREE Buy It Now MAILBID 
catalog. US, Foreign stamps; 
coins & currency Reeves Box 407 
Huntingdon PA 16652 (1422)

USED PNC COLLECTORS our FREE 
8-page list has PNCs on and off 
cover. V. Collinino, POB 300A, 
Stratham, NH 03885 (1417)

www.wiltonstamp.com (1416)

US MINT/USED 1840-1940 singles 
and plate blocks send on approval. 
See it before you buy it. Philatelic 
Friends, Box 802, Bear, DE 19701 
(1424)

EARLY TO THE LATEST PLATE 
BLOCKS on approval. Positions 
filled. Send me your want list today 
John Robie, PO Box 2-A, Linden, CA 
95236 (1421)

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
738268 (1416)

www.pedersonstamps.com (1414)

www.USatFACE.com (1415)

www.mozianstamps.com (1420)

U.S. BOOKLET PANES www.
stampstore.org Seller ID 738268 
(1415)

stampsforcollectors.net (1416)

US APPROVALS Beginners welcome. 
Lowest prices. Lists welcome. John 
Barkdoll POB 751024 Petaluma CA 
94975 (1422)

FREE LIST OF MNH US plate blocks. 
10% discount on first order. Allys, 5 
Cliff Pond Rd, Brewster, MA 02631 
or email allysstamps@gmail.com 
(1419)

50% Of FACE U.S. MNH POSTAGE 
$25 face for $12.50, free shipping. 
Barry Rickert, 26 Schoolhouse Rd, 
Danbury CT 06811 (1419)

U.S. POSSESSIONS

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
738268 (1414)

stampstore.org Seller ID 502981 
(1414)

www.mozianstamps.com (1420)

CANADA

CLASSIC CANADA ON APPROVAL. 
See it before you buy it. Philatelic 
Friends, Box 802, Bear, DE 19701 
(1424)

www.nfldstamps.com 
Walsh Specialized eCatalogues 
2018 Newfoundland and 
2018 BNA Canada (1415)

SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRS APS 
Stampstore.org Seller ID 502981 
(1414)

DEVENEY STAMPS Canadian Stamp 
Dealers Specializing in: Canadian 

Revenues, Precancels, Varieties 
& Provinces Most Pricing 50% of 
Catalog WWW.DEVENEYSTAMPS.
COM (1417)

CANADA singles & year sets. Free: 
30 pg cat. Lehigh Valley Stamps, 
P.O. Box C, Coplay, PA, 18037. 
Phone 610-231-1855. Email: 
LehighVlystamps@aol.com (1420)

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

BRITISH EMPIRE – Extensive stock 
with emphasis on pre-1960. 
Advise us of your wants. TOGA 
ASSOCIATES, Box 396, Fairfield, 
CT 06824 203-255-8885 e-mail: 
tbansak@aol.com (1419)

GREAT! www.WorldStamps.com 
(1414)

www.mozianstamps.com (1420)

www.commonwealth-stamps.com 
(1423)

BRITISH COLONIES & WW 
stampstore.org Seller ID 502981 
(1414) 

FREE PRICE LISTS for British 
Commonwealth. Mint and Used. 
Good prices. Quick, friendly service. 
Holbrook, Box 3184, Henrico, VA 
23228, Jimjih@verizon.net, web: 
www.Jimjih.com (1425)

 ARMENIA

www.ArmenianStamps.com (1415)

ASIA

Visit - www.dharaastamps.co.in 
(1417)

AUSTRALIA

www.stampstore.org    Seller ID 
738268 (1419)

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

AUSTRIA

AUSTRIA AND RELATED AREAS 
— Ask for our free price lists. 
RSchneiderStamps@att.net. 
1000s of stamps online at www.
RSchneiderStamps.com (1415)

BALKANS

WANT LISTS FILLED, Year 
Sets, Extensive stock www.
buyhungarianstamps.com, HSE, 
POB 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 
02568, 888/868-8293 (1414)

BALTICS

WANT LISTS FILLED, Year 
Sets, Extensive stock www.
buyhungarianstamps.com, HSE, 
POB 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 
02568, 888/868-8293 (1414)

BELGIUM

www.StampsBelgium.com (1416)

BRAZIL

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

CANAL ZONE

www.canalzonestamps.com (1415)

JOIN: www.CanalZoneStudyGroup.
com (1420)

CHINA

BUY STAMPS at www.
ChinaStampSociety.org (1417)

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

NEW: British ‘Dutch’ Auction 
Instant-Buy, 

Price Drop System

www.top-uptwenty.co.uk
NO Buyer’s Premium, ALL Guaranteed

MILLER'S STAMP CO.
— A name you can trust since 1969 —

12 Douglas Lane, Suite 11 • Waterford, CT 06385
Phone: 860-908-6200 • E-mail: stamps@millerstamps.com

DARN! I should have bought my stamps from

For One of the World's Most Complete 
U.S. Inventories, visit — 

www.millerstamps.com

2018 Miller 1-inch ad.indd   1 8/14/2018   11:08:07 PM
New Zealand’s Leading Auction House

o� ers you free monthly postal auctions with 3000+ lots!
Join our mailing list NOW!

www.mowbraycollectables.co.nz
Private Bag 63000, Wellington,

New Zealand 6140
Ph: + 64 6 364 8270 • mowbray.stamps@xtra.co.nz

CKstamps
Stamps Auctions

from $0.01 on eBay
We Sell & 

Buy Stamps
U.S. & Worldwide

www.CKstamps.com

ck stamps LLC
42-14 Union St. #2A 
Flushing, NY 11355 

ckstampsLLC@yahoo.com

APS #216955

Remember the APS and 
APRL in your Will

Call (814) 933-3803 for info 
on estate planning

We want to be Your Favorite 
14-Day Stamps on Approval Service 

Sign up today at 
wiltonstamp.com

Free Gift, Free Domestic Returns. 
Over 30 Years Family Owned 

and Operated, Since 1987.

2017 Canadian Revenue 
Stamp Catalogue
E.S.J. van Dam Ltd

P.O. Box 300-P, Bridgenorth, ON, Canada K0L 1H0
toll free phone 1-866-382-6326

Postpaid U.S. $32 for Air Mail to USA or order online at
www.canadarevenuestamps.com

ALL 

HAWAII
Vogt Stamps 

1301 Broadway • Burlingame, CA 94010 
650-344-3401

Full website www.vogtstamps.com
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..............................................................................................................................

GET NOTICED WITH CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified advertising in 
The American Philatelist 
is a cost-effective way to 
get the attention of nearly 
30,000 American Philatelic 
Society members around 
the world. Call or email 
Helen  today to place your 
ad or for more details.

1 month 6 months 12 months
1 line $ 3.94 $ 21.28 $ 37.82
2 lines $ 7.88 $ 42.55 $ 75.65
3 lines $ 11.82 $ 63.83 $ 113.47
4 lines $ 15.76 $ 85.10 $ 151.30
5 lines $ 19.70 $ 106.38 $ 189.12
6 lines $ 23.64 $ 127.66 $ 226.94
7 lines $ 27.58 $ 148.93 $ 264.77
8 lines $ 31.52 $ 170.21 $ 302.59
9 lines $ 35.46 $ 191.48 $ 340.42
10 lines $ 39.40 $ 212.76 $ 378.24
11 lines $ 43.34 $ 234.04 $ 416.06Payment in advance. No change of copy. 

No refunds.

To calculate the number of lines for 
your ad, count all letters, numerals, 
punctuation and blank spaces 
between words. Divide the total 
by 34 and round up to the next 
whole number. Advertising is 
restricted to current APS members; 
please include your APS number. 
All classified ads must be prepaid. 
Send your ad text and payment to 
AP Advertising, 100 Match Factory 
Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

Classified ads may be submitted 
online, by fax or via email if 
charged to your VISA, MasterCard 
or Discover. When submitting 
your ad, please include your card 
number and expiration date. 
Renewals only are accepted by 
telephone.
Renewal Notice: If (1414) appears 
after your ad, it expires after this 
issue. Deadline for the January 
2019 issue is November 25, 2018.

CHINA BUYER PAYS TOP $ 
Email images to: 
jon@chinesestampbuyer.com 
www.chinesestampbuyer.com 
(1418)

www.Stamps-China.com (1416)

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

COLOMBIA

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

CUBA

www.CubaPostal.com (1423)

www.ilastamps.com (1416)

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
738268 (1415)

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

WANT LISTS FILLED, Year 
Sets, Extensive stock www.
buyhungarianstamps.com, HSE, 
POB 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 
02568, 888/868-8293 (1414)

EASTERN EUROPE

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

FRANCE

10% OFF YOUR 1st ONLINE 
PURCHASE. Singles, year sets, 
special offers. Want list service. Free 
shipping. Prices in $CAD. www.
anicetrethier.com (1414)

www.StampsFrance.com (1416)

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

FRANCE AND COLONIES

FABULOUS!  www.WorldStamps.
com (1414)

FRENCH COLONIES

www.disler.com (1417)

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
738268 (1419)

GERMANY

GERMANY AND RELATED AREAS 
- Ask for our free price lists. 
RSchneiderStamps@att.net. 
1000s of stamps online at www.
RSchneiderStamps.com (1420)

GERMAN AREA ON APPROVAL. 
See it before you buy it. Philatelic 

Friends, Box 802, Bear, DE 19701 
(1424)

GERMAN-ALL AREAS Altreich to 
Bundespost-Berlin-DDR Mint/Used 
priced by Michael Cat. Send want 
list for prices to miller-roth@ 
t-online.de (1415)

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

GREAT BRITAIN

www.british-stamps.com (1423)

HUNGARY

Want lists filled, New Issues, 
Extensive stock of all Eastern 
European countries. www.
hungarianstamps.com, POB 
4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568, 
888/868-8293 (1421)

EXTENSIVE! www.WorldStamps.
com (1414)

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

ICELAND

stampsforcollectors.net (1423)

INDIAN STATES

BUYING & SELLING 888-262-5355 
info@stampsinc.com (1420)

IRAN/IRAQ

www.stampsofIRAN.com (1415)

ITALY

www.StampsItaly.com (1416)

ITALY AND COLONIES

stampstore.org Seller ID 502981 
(1414)

LATIN AMERICA

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

ALL LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 
Sets, singles, mint, used. Guy Shaw,  
P.O. Box 27138, San Diego, CA 
92198 www.guyshaw.com (1416)

MEXICO

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

NEW ZEALAND

www.stampsale.com (1423)

NORTH WEST PACIFIC 
ISLANDS

stampstore.org Seller ID 502981 
(1414)

PANAMA

JOIN: www.COPAPHIL.org (1420)

PERU

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

PHILIPPINES

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
738268 (1416)

POLAND

POLAND SPECIALIZED: Classics 
to New Issues, Year Sets, Back of 
Book. Lubelski Philatelic LLC 111 
Helen Drive, Rossford, Ohio 43460 
Ph: 419-410-9115, Web: www.
Lubelskistamps.com Email: Dan@
Lubelskistamps.com (1416)

WANT LISTS FILLED, Year 
Sets, Extensive stock www.
buyhungarianstamps.com, HSE, 
POB 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 
02568, 888/868-8293 (1414)

EXCELLENT! www.WorldStamps.
com (1414)

PORTUGAL

www.StampsPortugal.com (1416)

ROMANIA

WANT LISTS FILLED, Year 
Sets, Extensive stock www.
buyhungarianstamps.com, HSE, 
POB 4028, Vineyard Haven, MA 
02568, 888/868-8293 (1414)

SOUTH AMERICA

VERY NICE! www.WorldStamps.com 
(1414)

SPAIN

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
760991 (1414)

UNITED NATIONS

U.N. PRICE LIST, Wm. Henry Stamps, 
POB 150010, Kew Gardens, NY 
11415 www.allunstamps.com 
(1421)

WORLDWIDE

www.philbansner.com (1432)

www.dickkeiser.com (1415)

www.wiltonstamp.com (1416)

www.stampconnections.com 
(1417)

EXCEPTIONAL! www.WorldStamps.
com (1414)

www.ArmenStamp.com (1415)

SELLER ID 534232: US, Polynesia 
(1416)

25,000 DIFFERENT ITEMS 
AVAILABLE ON zillionsofstamps.
com/RINDSHOJ (1414)

www.mozianstamps.com (1420)

stampsforcollectors.net (1417)

www.stampstore.org Seller ID 
764768 (1414)

-- AFFORDABLE QUALITY STAMPS 
-- www.sunsetstamps.com (1421)

COLLECTOR CLEANING 50 YRS 
DUPS OUT. Tins and tins to empty. 
500 mostly diff. World regardless 
of cat. Bonus with order. $15 
postpaid. Stiedemann, E2511 - 944 
Av, Boyceville, WI 54725 (1414)

www.stampsale.com (1423)

WOW! Better WW @8% CV. No Min 
CVs. Details from: peterkff@gmail.
com (1415)

ALBUMS

EDITABLE STAMP ALBUMS FOR 
SERIOUS COLLECTORS Album 
Builder (CD) or Specialty Albums 
(CD only or complete albums w/
CD) FREE catalogue download 
via joel_wells@msn.com or send 
$3.00 for color catalogue to Joel 
Wells, Delta-Q Publishing 15711 
Brandywine Rd. Dumfries, VA 
22025 (1415)

APPROVALS

WORLDWIDE APPROVALS 
DISCOUNT 66 2/3% from Current 
Scott. Send APS# to Robert 
Ducharme, C.P. 592, St. Jerome, QC 
J7Z 5V3, Canada (1423)

www.wiltonstamp.com (1416)

US AND WORLDWIDE. See it before 
you buy it. Philatelic Friends, Box 
802, Bear, DE 19701 (1424)

INTERNATIONAL APPROVALS 
servicing new and intermediate 
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instagram.com/artstamped
instagram.com/stamps_n_starwars

Two popular practictioners of the 
modern trend of “stampart” - the 
use of stamps to create larger works 
of art. Themes include patriotic 
topics, Marvel comics, dinosaurs 
and even enlargements of iconic 
stamps from history.

collectors, if interested, send 
inquiries to Doyen Trading Co. PO 
Box 432 Basking Ridge NJ 07920 
(1418)

CUSTOMIZED WW APPROVALS  
Strong collections, Pick @ 50% 
All countries & levels to advanced 
AKM PO Box 30010, Mesa, AZ 
85275 kenstampneb@cox.net 
www.akmstamps.com (1417) 

GREAT STAMPS FAIR PRICES  
Personal Service, Worldwide sets & 
singles. Emporium, 10 Wilmington 
Ave., Apt. 109W, Dayton, Oh 45420 
(1417)

50 YEARS+ APPROVAL DEALER! 
Many customers with me 20+ 
years. Try me. Great discounts. First 
$10 purchase on me Jerry Bourque, 
Box 1688, Garden City, SC 29576.  
bbjerrybb@peoplepc.com (1418)

WORLDWIDE BOOKS OF MOUNTED 
SINGLES by country. Pre 1941 to 
2000’s. Some sets available. Many 
books with issues of last 10 years. 
State interests. Howard Mundt, 415 
N Lenfesty, Marion IN 46952 (1424)

AUCTIONS

www.sterlingkingbrookauctions.
com (1420)

CENSORED

www.dickkeiser.com (1415)

COVERS

www.philbansner.com (1432)

http://www.postalhistory.com/ 
(1425)

www.dickkeiser.com (1415)

DONATIONS

BOYS TOWN invites donations of 
U.S. and foreign stamp collections, 

coins, currency, and mint U.S. 
postage. Help us help kids! Leon 
Myers Stamp Center, 13628 
Flanagan Blvd., Boys Town, NE 
68010. Email stampcenter@
boystown.org Phone 402-498-1143 
(1417)

INTERNET

BLUE MOON PHILATELIC 
bmastamps2.com – 10K WW 
Stamps + No File Photos. Ship to 
US only (1418)

LITERATURE

www.philbansner.com (1432)

www.pbbooks.com Leonard H. 
Hartmann (1424)

MAIL SALES

FREE CATALOG. US, British, Europe, 
W/W. Many Starter Collections. 
Various Sized Lots. No Buyers Fee. 
Jarema PO Box 359100, Gainesville, 
FL 32635 (1414)

FREE CATALOG. Ashford Stamps, 
Box 9845, Newmarket, Auckland, 
New Zealand. www.stampsale.com 
(1423)

MILITARY

www.dickkeiser.com (1415)

NEW ISSUES

NEW ISSUE SERVICE. All countries. 
No minimum requirement. Becker, 
Box 3461, Portland, OR 97208 
(1414)

PACKETS

200 DIFF. STAMPS 70% large WW 
only $4.00 per PK +98¢ SASE. 
Towlson, 60 Ivanhoe Rd., Buffalo, 
NY 14215 (1421)

POSTAL HISTORY

www.philbansner.com (1432)

http://www.postalhistory.com/ 
(1425)

www.dickkeiser.com (1415)

www.mgjpostalhistory.com 
+ephemera (1422)

www.pedersonstamps.com (1414)

www.stamplessletters.com (1414)

www.vintagepaperandpostcards.
com (1416)

www.castlerockstamps.com (1424)

POSTCARDS

www.oldfloridapostcards.com 
(1416)

REVENUES

www.dickkeiser.com (1415)

WORLD REVENUES LIQUIDATION: 
collections, sets, singles of 
everywhere from A-Z. Also 
documents and Cinderellas. 
Gordon Brooks, Box 100, Station 
N.D.G., Montreal, QC, Canada H4A 
3P4 bizzia@sympatico.ca (1422)

STAMP SHOPS

VISITING LAS VEGAS? Stamps, 
Covers, and More. 8919 W. Sahara 
Suite 140 Mon. to Sat. 10 AM-4 PM 
702-222-0355 (1417)

 SUPPLIES

COMPLETE PHILATELIC SUPPLIES 
$30+ order gets free U.S. shipping. 
B and G Sales ebay: http://stores.
ebay.com/bandgsales or call 317-
627-5242 (1424)

TOPICALS

EJstamps@gmail.com (1418)

www.CollectibleStampsGallery.
com (1425)

WANTED

FOREIGN POSTAL STATIONERY. I 
can use almost anything in foreign 
postal stationery. Steve Schumann, 
2417 Cabrillo Drive, Hayward, CA 
94545 stephen.schumann@att.
net (1415)

WISCONSIN BUYER - EVERYTHING 
www.stampbuyer-wisconsin.com 
(1424)

INDIA & STATES POSTAL 
STATIONERY. Record-setting 
prices paid. Sandeep 401-688-9473 
sj722@aol.com (1420)

CHINA STAMPS COVERS ALL Pay 
HIGHEST! GU Box 4485 Santa Clara 
CA 95056 (1415)

WORLD AIR MAILS WANTED 
Contact us with what you have to 
offer SPSC 520-393-9887 fax 520-
900-7426 sanpedrosc@gmail.com 
(1420)

Sheets, Errors and Collections 
WANTED! Forever stamps 
especially needed! Call Stuart at 
603-929-0057 with what you have 
to offer. (1423)

EL SALVADOR AIRMAILS: APS 
member seeking Salvador Scott 
#C8d, C10b, C15a, C17b, C20a, 
C22a & C131a. Will pay top prices. 
Finn Ahlberg, finnahlberg@
bellsouth.net (1424)

Online Outposts
The internet and its abundance of information can be overwhelming. We waste time and effort 

online not due to lack of options, but rather, too many! You want to find the cream of the crop with-
out sifting through the plethora of information.

We’re here to help! (Just with the philatelic side of things. We can’t do much about your outra-
geous Hulu recommendations or out-of-control Netflix queue.)

Every month we’ll identify some examples of Online Outposts that can help you connect and 
collect with the rapidly growing online philatelic community. If you have a suggestion for a future 
featured Online Outpost please email (mhartzell@stamps.org) or call extension 207.

The online philatelic community has something great for everyone. We find that Instagram is a 
great place to start and we’ve been paying particular attention to these accounts:

instagram.com/enfieldpost
Charlotte, NC-based seller of 
“vintage” stamps for special 
occasion mailings.

instagram.com/tonia_jillings
An artist expanding the art of 
stamps through collage, paint-
ing and mixed media designs.
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Index of Advertisers

This index is included to help readers find advertisers in-
cluded in this edition of The American Philatelist. The support 
of these dealers and services is very important to the APS and 
to The AP. Advertising is a privilege of membership and each 
business represented here is a member in good standing of 
the Society. Some postal organizations, like the U.S. Postal 
Service, are not directly members, but are afforded the op-
portunity to advertise because of their standing, reputation 
and impact on the hobby. Advertising is open to any member 
of the American Philatelic Society. 

For any advertiser that maintains a website, that web ad-
dress is listed with their information above. Additionally, the 
online version of the journal includes clickable links for each 
of these companies and individuals. These links make visit-
ing the advertisers’ websites easy and avoids the possibility of 
mistyping the web address from these listings.

As you interact with these advertisers, please tell them 
you saw their ad in The American Philatelist and let them 
know that you appreciate their support of the journal and the 
hobby in general.

About the Index of Advertisers

Amos Media  www.linns.com   
www.amosadvantage.com	 1073

Antonio M. Torres   
www.antoniotorres.com	 1080

APS Circuit Sales	 C3

APS Estate Advice  stamps.org/ 
Estate-Advice	 1084

APS Publications  Bellefonte and the Early 
Airmail   stamps.org/Publications	 1099

Argyll Etkin Limited  www.argyll-etkin.com	 1081

C.G.Auktionshaus Christoph Gärtner GmbH  
& Co. KG  www.auktionen-gaertner.de	 1039

Century Stamps  www.century-stamps.com	 1040

Champion Stamp Co., Inc.  	 1032-1033

CK Stamps c/o Kang Chen   
www.ckstamps.com	 1084

Colonial Stamp Company   
www.colonialstampcompany.com	 1080

Columbian Stamp Co.   
www.columbianstamp.com	 1083

Corinphila Auctions AG   
www.corinphila.ch	 1042-1043

Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, LLC  www.
kelleherauctions.com	 1048-1049

David Feldman, S.A.  	 1027

Davidson’s Stamp Service   
www.newstampissues.com	 1084

Denali Stamp Co.  www.denalistamps.com	 1081

Deveney Stamps  www.deveneystamps.com	1081

Don S. Cal  www.DonSCal.com	 1083

Downeast Stamps  www.destamps.com	 1075

Dr. Robert Friedman and Sons   
www.drbobfriedmanstamps.com	 1019, 1041

Dutch Country Auctions   
www.thestampcenter.com	 1070

E.S.J. van Dam, Ltd.   
www.canadarevenuestamps.com	 1084

Edward D. Younger Co.   
www.edwardyounger.com	 1022-1025

Eric Jackson  www.ericjackson.com	 1018

Florida Stamp Dealers’ Association   
www.florexstampshow.com	 1082

Frank Bachenheimer   
www.astampdealer4u.com	 1082

Fusco Auctions  www.fuscoauctions.com	 1077

Gary J. Lyon (Philatelist), Ltd.   
www.garylyon.com	 1067

Gary Posner, Inc.  www.garyposnerinc.com	 1053

Gregg Nelson Stamps   
www.greggnelsonstamps.com	 1082

H.R. Harmer GPN, Inc.  www.hrharmer.com 
www.hrharmer.com/en/
GlobalPhilatelicNetwork/#	 1009

HB Philatelics  www.hbphilatelics.com	 1090

Hip eCommerce  www.hipstamps.com	 1011

Hugh Wood Insurance   
www.hughwood.com	 1079

Hungaria Stamp Exchange   
www.hungarianstamps.com	 1089

interasia auctions ltd   
www.interasia-auctions.com	 1031

Intl. Society of Guatemala Collectors   
www.guatemalastamps.com	 1026

J.R. Mowbray, Ltd.  www.mowbrays.co.nz	 1084

James E. Lee  www.jameslee.com	 1030

Kay & Co.  www.kaystamps.com	 1088

Lawrence Mozian  www.mozianstamps.com	1090

Markest Stamp Co.  www.markest.com	 1059

Martin Winter  	 1089

Michael Eastick and Associates Pty Ltd   
www.michaeleastick.com	 1082

Miller’s Stamp Co.  www.millerstamps.com	 1084

Mountainside Stamps   
www.mountainsidestamps.com	 1088

Mystic Stamp Company   
www.mysticstamp.com	 C2, 1071

New England Stamp   
www.NewEnglandStamp.com	 1097

Nieser Stamps & Coins  www.kennieser.com	1100

Northland International Trading, LCC   
www.northstamp.com	 1026

Palo Albums Inc.  www.paloalbums.com	 1037

Paradise Valley Stamp Co.   
www.stamp-one.com	 1013

Patricia A. Kaufmann   
www.trishkaufmann.com	 1068

Penny Black Stamp Co.   
www.pennyblackstamp.com	 1083

Philasearch.com  www.Philasearch.com	 1021

PostalStationery.com   
www.postalstationery.com	 1075

Randy Scholl Stamp Co.   
www.randyschollstampcompany. 
com/have-tongs-will-travel.asp	 C4

Rasdale Stamp Company   
www.rasdalestamps.com	 1029

Richard A. Friedberg   
www.friedbergstamps.com	 1018

Rising Sun Stamps  	 1026

Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.   
www.siegelauctions.com	 1069

RUBBER STAMPS  shop.wcp-nm.com	 1089

San Pedro Stamp & Coin, LLC   
www.sanpedrosc.com	 1083

Scott A. Shaulis  www.shaulisstamps.com	 1072

Space Cover Store   
www.spacecoverstore.com	 1089

Spink and Son  www.spink.com	 1061

stampsinc  	 1089

Stephen Pattillo - Quality Stampshows   
www.stampshowsteve.com	 1082

Stephen T. Taylor  www.stephentaylor.co.uk	 1091

Sterling Kingbrook Auctions   
www.sterlingkingbrookauctions.com 
www.stampauctionnetwork.com	 1083

Steve Malack Stamps  www.malack.com	 1030

Suburban Stamp, Inc.  	 1083

Subway Stamp Shop, Inc.   
www.subwaystamp.com	 1017

The Classic Collector   
www.sismondostamps.com	 1091

Tropical Stamps, Inc.   
www.tropicalstamps.com	 1080

United States Postal Service   
www.USPS.com	 1015

Universal Philatelic Auctions   
www.UPAstampauctions.co.uk	 1084

Vance Auctions Ltd.   
www.vanceauctions.com	 1020

Vogt Stamps  www.vogtstamps.com	 1084

Washington Press  www.washpress.com	 1100

Wilton Stamp Company   
www.wiltonstamp.com	 1084
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..........................................................................................................MEMBERSHIP REPORT

No. 9, September 30, 2018

NEW APPLICANTS
The following applications were 

received during September 2018. 
If no objections are received 
by the Executive Director (814-
933-3803) prior to November 
30, 2018 these applicants will be 
admitted to membership and 
notice to this effect will appear in 
the December 31, 2018 issue.

Aiken, Warwick (229422) Gastonia, 
NC US-ISRAEL; 67; Physician

Andersen-Richey, Kirsten R. 
(229415) Riverside, CA; 59 

Arnold, Walter (229398) Dallas, TX 
US-WORLDWIDE; 81; Retired

Arnoult, Phillip (229367) Baltimore, 
MD US AIRMAILS-BRITISH 
AFRICA-GERMANY-GERMAN 
3RD REICH/OCCUPATIONS; 77; 
Theatre Producer

Asaro, James M. (229391) Gore, VA 
US; 65; Truck Driver

Ayotte, Randy (229420) Fraser, MI 
US DUCK/HUNTING/FISHING; 59 

Ball, Daniel (229423) San Marcos, 
TX WORLDWIDE; Retired

Barnes, Don (229366) Oakland, TN 
US, CONFEDERATE STATES, PLATE 
BLOCKS, CIVIL WAR COVERS, 
IMPERFORATES-GERMANY; 63 

Barnes, Philip A. (229369) 
Whitesboro, NY US 20TH 
CENTURY-SLANIA ENGRAVED; 
Retired

Barrow, Henry C. (229437) Oak 
Grove, KY US, CANCELS, 
CLASSICS, AIRMAILS, USED-
WORLDWIDE USED; 20; Student

Belinsky, Heidi (229413) Seattle, 
WA; Deltiologist

Blair, Jeff (229443) Washington, IL
Brown, Jesse (229421) Sperry, OK 

US; 78; Retired
Burns, Owen J. (229361) Stratford, 

CT 1840-1965 WORLDWIDE 
USED; 67; Retired

Challagulla, Suman (229375) 
Phoenix, AZ 

Champion, Dorisann A. 
(229387) Talladega, AL 
US COMMEMORATIVES, 
CONFEDERATE STATES, ERRORS/
FREAKS/ODDITIES, AL POSTAL 
HISTORY, CLASSICS-BIRDS; 51 

Chapco, Jane (229448) 
Saskatchewan, SK; 39 

Christophersen, Karen (229411) 
Puyallup, WA HORSES; 32; 
Insurance

Crane, Robert L. (229392) 
Bellefonte, PA; 54; Chief 
Financial Officer

Curry, Walter (229381) Watseka, 
IL PRE-1960 BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH; 68; Podiatrist

Desselle, Rene (229355) 
Mansura, LA VATICAN-US-
TRANSPORTATION COILS-GREAT 
AMERICAN SERIES; 59; Dentist

Dickinson, Lucille (229431) 
Wagoner, OK US; 69; Retired

Dillworth, Keith (229360) 
Pfafftown, NC US CIVIL WAR 
COVERS, 19TH & 20TH CENTURY, 
DUCK/HUNTING/FISHING, 
ENCASED POSTAGE/POSTAGE 
CURRENCY, COVERS; Retired

Dunn, Michael R. (229401) 
Greensboro, NC US COVERS, 
FDC, COMMEMORATIVES, 
NC & SC POSTAL HISTORY, 
WASHINGTON FRANKLINS; 64; 
Semi Retired

Elamir, Adil A. (229404) Vienna, 
VA US 19TH & 20TH CENTURY, 
BLOCKS/GUIDELINE BLOCKS, 
AIRMAILS, FDC, PLATE SINGLES 

Emerson, Phillip W. (229447) Grand 
Junction, CO US 19TH CENTURY, 
CLASSICS, OFFICIALS/OFFICIAL 
MAIL, CO POSTAL HISTORY-
OLYMPICS-STAMPS ON STAMPS; 
69; Food Service Owner

Felts, Stephen (229418) Denville, 
NJ US 19TH & 20TH CENTURY; 62 

Ferguson, Don (229382) 
Birmingham, AL US; 73; Retired

Fischer, Jude (229383) 
Okeechobee, FL US MINT, PLATE 
BLOCKS-COLOMBIA MINT; 58; 
Nurse

Fox, Laurelei M. (J-229393) Maple 
Shade, NJ PLANTS-ANIMALS; 8; 
Student

Frye, Timothy M. (229450) 
Lewisville, NC USED US & 
WORLDWIDE; 58 

Galpin, Ronald (229356) West 
Richland, WA US-UN-CANADA-
UK; 56; Electrician

Gierula, Denise (229417) Reading, 
PA US 20TH CENTURY, 
BOOKLETS/PANES; 52 

Grim, William E. (229377) 
Columbus, OH US-HUNGARY-
GERMANY-BRAZIL-AUSTRIA-
MUSIC/MUSICIANS/
INSTRUMENTS; 63 

Handt, William E. (229424) 
Richfield, MN US-BRITISH 
COLONIES; 59 

Hayden, Mike (229408) Renton, 
WA POSTAL HISTORY; 68 

Hayes, Steven (229425) 
Washington, IL US; 68; Retired

Hetherington, G. Riley (229357) 
Houston, TX; 69; Attorney

Kiernan, Gerard (229451) Gulf 
Breeze, FL

Kowalik, Andrew J. (229394) 
Cheektowaga, NY US; 71; 
Retired

Lamana, Peter (229414) 
Hellertown, PA US, ERRORS/
FREAKS/ODDITIES, FDC, OFFICIAL 
POST OFFICE SEALS, BUREAU 
ISSUES, USED; 51; Consultant

Lamorey, Daniel H. (229426) 
Williston, VT BRITISH EMPIRE-
WESTERN EUROPE; 70; Retired

Larson, James L. (229410) Sedro 
Woolley, WA; 61 

Lassila, Jim (229358) Virginia, MN 
US-FINLAND-WORLDWIDE; 68; 
Retired

Li, Yingshuang (229449) Calgary, 
AB CHINA-JAPAN-ANIMALS-
WORLDWIDE USED

Light, Nicole E. (229412) Gresham, 
OR PHILIPPINES-JAPAN-TOPICAL; 
24; Graphic Designer

Lingenfelter, Waneta E. (229427) 
Philipsburg, PA FDI; 76; Retired

Matsunaga, Valerie (229364) 
Kahului, HI US, FDC, BOOKLETS/
PANES, COMMEMORATIVES, 
SHEETS/SMALL PANES, COILS; 
Retired

Maxwell, James P. (229441) 
Norwood, MA US 
COMMEMORATIVE PANELS, 
COMMEMORATIVES, PLATE 
BLOCKS; 81; Retired

May, Sarah K. (229399) West 
Hartford, CT US POSTAL 
HISTORY-PA POSTAL HISTORY; 
72; Retired

McConihe, William (229419) 
Walnut Creek, CA US 20TH 
CENTURY-UN FORERUNNERS-
GERMANY; 59 

McKoy, Rondell S. (229368) 
Pittsboro, NC US CLASSICS, 
CHRISTMAS SEALS, BUREAU 
ISSUES, ADVERTISING COVERS, 
AIRMAILS, BLOCKS/GUIDELINE 
BLOCKS; 42 

McNeese, John (229409) Lake 
Oswego, OR

Mead, Edward (229432) Omaha, 
NE US; 78; Retired

NEW MEMBERS
Applications 229086 through 

229092 and 229094 through 
229200 as previously published 
have been accepted for 
membership by the Board of 
Vice Presidents.

SUMMARY
Total Membership,  

August 31, 2018...............28,340
New Members	 114
Reinstated	 59..............173
Deceased	 18
Resignations	 3................ 21
Total Membership,  

September 30, 2018.......28,492
(Total Membership, September 

30, 2017 was 29,267 a 
difference of -775)	
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.......................................................................................................... Meissner, Frank (229452) 
Camarillo, CA GERMANY-GREAT 
BRITAIN-NORTH & SOUTH 
AMERICA; 54; Retired

Miranda, Mark J. (229428) 
Newport, OR FDC-NEW ISSUES; 
Retired

Moyer, Matthew (229416) 
Riverside, IL US, 19TH & 20TH 
CENTURY, AIRMAILS, REVENUES/
TAX PAIDS (FEDERAL), POSTAGE 
DUE; 55 

Munro, Robert (229433) Clemson, 
SC US-BRITAIN-BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH-CHINA; 70; 
Law Professor

Murphy, Tom (229370) Mount 
Juliet, TN US 19TH & 20TH 
CENTURY, BLOCKS/GUIDELINE 
BLOCKS, COVERS-CANADA-
CANADIAN AIRMAILS; 64 

Nagel, Dennis M. (229373) Flat 
Rock, NC US 19TH CENTURY; 78; 
Retired

Ng, Jim (229406) Portland, OR 
MINT-POSTCARDS; 41; Clerk

Orazi, Anthony (229386) 
Spring Valley, CA US 
COMMEMORATIVES; 48 

Owens, Kenneth G. (229407) Loon 
Lake, WA GERMANY, REVENUES; 
66; Retired

Paff, Marc (229444) Santa Fe, NM 
GERMANY-US-NEW ZEALAND; 
29; Engineer

Patterson, Lance K. (229400) 
Boston, MA US, PLATE BLOCKS, 
STATIONERY; 74; Shop Instructor

Peters, Jean F. (229440) Hollywood, 
FL US 19TH CENTURY, AIRMAILS, 
BLOCKS/GUIDELINE BLOCKS; 74 

Pettesch, Adam (229362) Saint 
Petersburg, FL; 39; Sales

Pochan, Paul D. (229372) Maricopa, 
AZ

Pompei, John A. (229378) Bristol, 
CT PRE-1980 US; 79; Retired

Poole, Roger (229359) 
Spartanburg, SC 1840-1950 
WORLDWIDE & US; 66; Lawyer

Powell, Paul L. (229388) 
Burlington, WA US, 19TH & 20TH 
CENTURY, COMMEMORATIVES, 
BUREAU ISSUES, AIR MAIL, DUCK/
HUNTING/FISHING; 69; Retired

Purdy, Chad (229436) Webster, MA 
US, CIVIL WAR COVERS, BLOCKS/
GUIDELINE BLOCKS, MA POSTAL 
HISTORY, BULLS EYE/SON 
CANCELS; 40 

Richardson, Jeanette B. (229445) 
Bedford, VA US-WORLDWIDE; 
75; Retired

Rodriguez, Maria C. (229379) Fort 
Worth, TX PRESIDENTS-EUA-
FLAGS; 50 

Romano, Russell (229371) New 
York, NY US SHEETS/SMALL 
PANES; 58 

Ross, Christopher J. (229396) 
Sanford, ME; 55 

Sauby, Kristen (229403) 
Gainesville, FL AUSTRALASIA-
GREAT BRITAIN-BRITISH EMPIRE-
SCANDINAVIA; 38 

Serriere, Emmanuel G.P. (229385) 
Inverness, CA US USED-FRANCE-
FRENCH COLONIES-ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL; Retired

Smith, Thomas D. (229434) Little 
Egg Harbor, NJ US NEW ISSUES; 
71; Retired

Sontha, Praveen K. (229402) 
Simi Valley, CA US-INDIA, 
ERROR POSTAL STATIONERY-
WORLDWIDE USED-FDC 
(FOREIGN)-MINIATURE SHEETS; 
59; Retired

Spikes, Adam L. (229376) 
Kingwood, TX US 
COMMEMORATIVES, TX POSTAL 
HISTORY, LIBERTY SERIES, 
PHILATELIC/NUMISMATIC 
COVERS, BUREAU ISSUES-ISRAEL; 
39 

Stamp Show Here Today, The 
Podcast (1606-229430) Las 
Vegas, NV

Starr, Theodore (229435) Saint 
Petersburg, FL EARLY US 
SINGLES; 65; Retired

Stimmel, Eric (229374) Yardley, PA
Strusinski, Bill (229442) Saint Paul, 

MN; 71 
Stumbo, Benny J. (229363) 

Brooklyn, NY US 
COMMEMORATIVES, AIRMAILS, 
YEAR SETS; 66; Retired

Susai, Michel (229397) San Jose, 
CA INDIA-INDIAN STATES-
BRITISH COLONIES-GREAT 
BRITAIN-ITALY-BRITISH EMPIRE; 
CEO

Tighe, James H. (229395) Missoula, 
MT BAHAMAS-BARBADOS-
ANTARCTIC TERRITORIES-
IRELAND-SAUDI ARABIA-
VATICAN CITY

Timbrell, Jay (229438) Tuolumne, 
CA; 72 

Torti, David (229439) Windsor, ON
Varga, Geneva (J-229446) North 

Bend, OR BIRDS-ANIMALS-
LUNAR NEW YEAR-INSECTS-
CHINA-FUNGI-GEOLOGY; 16; 
Student

Vosburg, N. E. (229380) Reno, NV 
PRE-1975 US; Retired

Welty, Richard P. (229390) Averill 
Park, NY US COMMEMORATIVES, 
DEFINITIVES, POSTAL 
STATIONERY-AUSTRIA-GERMANY-
SWITZERLAND; 59; Software 
Engineer

West, Cynthia (229405) Westwood, 
MA US DUCK/HUNTING/FISHING, 
ERRORS/FREAKS/ODDITIES, 
FDC, 19TH CENTURY-CANADA, 
POSTAL HISTORY

Woodard, Orland (229389) Denton, 
TX US DUCK/HUNTING/FISHING, 
AIRMAILS, ERRORS/FREAKS/
ODDITIES-GOLF-SHIPS/BOATS; 51 

Woods, Margaret M. (229429) 
Matthews, NC

Yoder, Paul E. (229453) 
Spartanburg, SC STAMP 
ANNIVERSARIES-SOS; 86; Retired

Zerby, Jack G. (229365) Hanover, 
PA PRE-1939 US; Retired

DECEASED
Blizzard, C. Robert (199259), 

Clearwater, FL
Cade, Charles (218174), Sparta, WI
Campbell, Robert M. (076311), 

Sunnyvale, CA
Clark, David (154292), Simpsonville, 

SC
Emrick, Michael, E. (136411), 

Nashville, TN
Greco, Alfred (106461), Macedon, 

NY
Healy, Victor (207560), Arlington 

Heights, IL
Kimber, Lucia, B. (167604), Fairfield, 

CT
Larson, John, L. (104998), 

Champaign, IL
Litle, William, A. (8462-056566), 

Garden Grove, CA
Moss, Robert, A. (129501), 

Metuchen, NJ
Philips, John, R. (11479-039183), 

Springfield, IL
Rodgers, Gary L. (10768-061671), 

Parker, CO
Suneson, Richard, E. (5068-152803), 

Belleview, FL
Wahr, Dwight, A. (125831), 

Hingham, MA
Watkins, James, C. (8225-058492), 

Stockton, CA
Woods, C. Wayne (086713), 

Matthews, NC
Woodhouse, Charles (218462), 

Grassy Creek, KY

DEALER LISTING
The following has been approved 

for classification as part-time 
(P) stamp dealer according to 
qualifications established by the 
Board of Vice Presidents.

Ray Dittenhoefer (227153-P), 
3330 Kurtz St., San Diego, 
CA 92110, (619) 692-9663, 
rharriscompany@gmail.com.

We have the stamps you need at the prices you like. 

Martin Winter
800 W. Willis Rd., Box 1045 • Chandler, AZ 85286

Phone: (480) 773-2325 • E-mail: winter310@aol.com
Established in 1960                   APS Life Member

PRICE LIST of Mint 
Hinged or Used  

Worldwide Stamps  
at 50% off Scotts.FREE

(888) 868-8293 Online Store!

Hungary - Baltics
Czech. - Greece

Poland - Romania
Russia & more...

www.hungarianstamps.com

Eastern Europe Dealer
Hungaria Stamp Exchange

RUBBER STAMPS

1-877-373-1212

TRADITIONAL & SELF-INKING
CUSTOMER SERVICE & ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE

Visit us online: SHOP.WCP-NM.COM
MOST ORDERS SHIP WITHIN 24 HOURS

215rubber01.indd   1 11/25/2014   9:10:16 AM
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A Cornucopia of New Fall Issues  
Blooming Poinsettias, Music Legends and Iconic Toys Are Just Part of the Story.

The U.S. Postal Service kicks off the latter part of the 
year with a host of new stamp issues. This month we 
cover a late August arrival and a full schedule of Sep-

tember releases.

Blooming 
Poinsettias Now 
Blossoming 
Nationwide

On August 26, a 
new Global Bloom-
ing Poinsettia Forever 
stamp, Scott 5311, was 
released nationwide to 
brighten the last quar-
ter of 2018 for seasonal 
international mailers 
and businesses. Issued 
in self-adhesive panes 
of 10, the stamps are 
available now at post 
offices, the USPS Postal 
Store at usps.com/shop 

and by calling 800-STAMP-24 (800-782-6724).
As with all Global Forever stamps, this one has postal 

value at the time of use equivalent to the price of the First-
Class Mail International 1-ounce machineable letter (cur-
rently $1.15). Although most commonly used to mail letters 
abroad, these colorful stamps also can be used on domestic 
mail.

Unveiled by the Postal Service on July 24, the stamp art 
features a photo of a poinsettia taken from above to capture 
the beauty of the green leaves, red bracts, and yellow flowers 
in the center of the plant. Poinsettias are as much a part of the 
holidays as evergreens and mistletoe, with tens of millions 

sold during the season.
The art director for this stamp was William J. Gicker. Greg 

Breeding designed the stamp with an existing photograph by 
Betsy Pettet.

Poinsettias first blossomed on U.S. postage 54 years ago, 
with a 5-cent green, carmine and black Christmas stamp in 
1964 (Scott 1256). Since then, they have been showcased on 
a horizontally formatted Sea-
son’s Greetings stamp in 1985 
(Scott 2166), and on a host of 
Forever-rate (46-cent) book-
let stamps released October 
10-11, 2013 (Scott 4815-16, 
4821). 

A domestic Forever 
rate (49c) Poinsettia No. 10 
stamped envelope was issued 
in 2014, Scott U684, with a 
stylized poinsettia seal on the 
backflap.

The 2018 Global Forever 
stamp is the third distinctive 
circular stamp with a holiday 
theme. The first was the 2013 
Global Rate ($1.10) Holiday 
Wreath stamp, Scott 4814, and 
the 2014 Global Rate ($1.15) 
Silver Bells Wreath stamp 
shown nearby, Scott 4936. 
Customers have 120 days to 
obtain first-day-of-issue post-
marks by mail. They must af-
fix the stamps to envelopes of 
their choice, address the enve-
lopes to themselves or others 

Many Graded Stamps from 80–100

QUALITY U.S. STAMPS

Proofs & Essays • Federal & State Hunting Permits

HB Philatelics
Guy Gasser

P.O. Box 2320 • Florissant, MO 63032
Phone 314-330-8684 

E-mail: guy@hbphilatelics.com

www.hbphilatelics.com
Official APS Web Sponsor

WWW.MOZIANSTAMPS.COM
Or contact us at  

Lawrence J Mozian 
PO Box 5774 

Williamsburg, VA 23188
E-mail  lmozian@cox.net    Phone  (757) 220-2007 

Serving philatelists since 1901

If you collect stamps, 
you owe it to yourself to check us out at

215moz website.indd   1 2/23/2015   3:59:23 PM

First seen on Christmas 
stamps in 1964, Poinsettias 
brightened this 22c “Season’s 
Greetings” stamp issued 
in 1985, Scott 2166. Image 
courtesy of StampStore.org

Earlier holiday-themed Global 
Forever rate stamps include 
the 2013 Global Rate ($1.10) 
Holiday Wreath stamp, Scott 
4814, and the 2014 Global 
Rate ($1.15) Silver Bells 
Wreath stamp shown above, 
Scott 4936. Image courtesy of 
StampStore.org

Betsy Pettet took the photo from 
above of the Blooming Poinsettia on 
this year’s circular Global rate stamp. 
Greg Breeding designed the stamp, 
and William J. Gicker was the art 
designer.
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and place them in larger envelopes with sufficient postage 
addressed to:

FDOI – Global Poinsettia Stamp 
USPS Stamp Fulfillment Services 
8300 NE Underground Drive, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO 64144-9900

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal 
Service will return the envelopes through the 
mail. There is no charge for postmarks up to 
a quantity of 50. For more than 50, customers 
are charged 5 cents each. All orders must be 
postmarked by December 26, 2018.

John Lennon Honored with Eighth 
Music Icon Stamp 

On September 7, singer, songwriter and ac-
tivist John Lennon was honored with the first 
new USPS Music Icons stamp since 2016, fea-
tured during a first-day ceremony in New York 
City presided over by Postmaster General and 
Postal Service CEO Megan J. Brennan. Yoko 
Ono and their son Sean took part in the event 
along with NYC music and media personalities. 
No autographing of ceremony programs took 
place at the ceremony, according to the USPS.

The John Lennon Music Icon Forever stamp 
features a photo of Lennon taken by noted rock 
’n’ roll photographer Bob Gruen in August 1974 
on the rooftop of Lennon’s Manhattan apart-
ment, part of a series taken during a photo ses-
sion for Lennon’s 1974 album Walls and Bridges. 
On the new stamps, the original black-and-
white image “has been treated in gradations of 
color to create the artwork for this stamp.” 

An inscription in block caps at the top of the 
pane of 16 self-adhesive Forever stamps reads: 
“JOHN LENNON / The creative genius behind 
songs like All You Need Is Love, Strawberry 
Fields Forever, Imagine and Jealous Guy, John 
Lennon (1940-1980) was one of the first rock 
musicians to sing about not only humanitarian 
causes but also his own deeply felt experiences 

and insecurities. Still an anchor of Pop radio, Lennon’s music 
remains beloved around the world, continuing to speak for 
truth, peace and tolerance.” 

Designed to resemble a vintage 45-rpm record sleeve, the 
back of the stamp pane features a black-and-white photo-
graph of Lennon seated at his white piano, along with Len-
non’s signature and the Music Icons series logo. Taken by 

photographer Peter Fordham, the original pho-
tograph was used to promote Lennon’s landmark 
1971 solo album, Imagine. Art director Antonio 
Alcalá designed the stamp sheet with designer/
typographer Neal Ashby. 

In its first-day-of-issue press release, the 
Postal Service stated that Lennon was “…a rock 
and pop music icon … world renowned as a 
founding member of the Beatles and a success-
ful solo artist. The Beatles still hold records for 
a string of hits released from 1962-1970… Len-
non’s last studio album was released in 1980. 
Lennon was posthumously inducted into the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1987 and twice in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame: as 
a member of the Beatles in 1988 and as a solo 
artist in 1994.” 

Postmaster General and CEO Megan J. 
Brennan welcomed Lennon family members, 
photographer Bob Gruen and other guests at the 
stamp dedication at the Naumberg Bandshell in 
Central Park. “It’s a privilege to commemorate 
the life of John Lennon – one of the most cel-
ebrated musicians and iconic personalities of 
the 20th century,” said Brennan. “The world was 
influenced by John Lennon’s music and his com-
mitment to the ideals of peace and unity. We 
continue to be inspired by his memory.”

A very brief Associated Press video of first-
day ceremony highlights is available for view-
ing on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ypa3zhTFjKg

Previous square-shaped “Forever” stamps 
in the Postal Service’s six-year-old Music Icons 
series celebrated Lydia Mendoza (Scott 4786), 
Johnny Cash (4789) and Ray Charles 4807) in 

FLOREX STAMP SHOW
Kissimmee, FL• Nov. 30–Dec. 2

US Postal History  Colonial to Prexies:  
Transatlantics, Destinations, Expos, Inland Waterways, 

Railroads, Confederates, Express, Possessions & Military

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 6BS England

Phone: 011-4420-83909357
 info@stephentaylor.co.uk www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American Dealer in Britain

This vertical strip of four 
digitally cropped from 
the 16-stamp pane shows 
the four color varieties of 
the John Lennon Forever 
stamps.
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2013; Jimi Hendrix (4880) and Janis 
Joplin (4916) in 2014; Elvis Presley 
(5009) in 2015; and Sarah Vaughn 
(5059) in 2016.

Capitalizing on the current in-
terest in Lennon’s life and music, the 
National Postal Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C., has placed John Len-
non’s childhood stamp album with 

handwritten notes on display until 
February 3, 2019. As a child, Len-
non was encouraged by his cousin 
to collect stamps. The young Len-
non also displayed a precocious tal-
ent for cartoons and drawings. His 
art and childhood stamp collection 
have since been exhibited around the 
world, and can be viewed on online at 
postalmuseum.si.edu/lennon. 

Customers have 
until January 7, 2019, 
to obtain the John 
Lennon first-day-of-
issue postmark by 
mail. After they pur-
chase the stamps, they 
must affix them to en-
velopes of their choice, 
address the envelopes 
(to themselves or oth-
ers), and place them in a 
larger envelope stamped with sufficient postage to mail them 
to the following sddress:

FDOI – John Lennon Stamps 
USPS Stamp Fulfillment Services 
8300 NE Underground Drive, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO 64144-9900

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal 
Service will return the envelopes through the mail. There is 
no charge for the postmark up to a quantity of 50. There is a 
5-cent charge for each additional postmark over 50. Custom-
ers may register to receive a free USA Philatelic publication 
online at usps.com/philatelic.

First Responders Forever Stamps Answer the Call
Firefighters, law enforcement officers, and emergency 

medical service professionals were recognized September 13 
by the U.S. Postal Service at a special first-day-of issue cer-
emony for the Honoring First Responders Forever stamp. 

“Our nation’s first responders rush into life-threatening 
situations for the benefit of others,” said Guy Cottrell, the 
Postal Inspection Service’s Chief Postal Inspector and dedi-
cating official. “The Postal Service is pleased to honor their 
skill, dedication and unfailing bravery with this stamp.”

The ceremony was held at the Aerial Fire Depot and 
Smokejumper Center in Missoula, Montana, home to the na-
tion’s largest training center for firefighters who parachute into 
remote areas of national forests to combat wildfires. A video 
of the first-day ceremony is available on the USPS Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/USPS/videos/264641171048711/

Artist Brian Stauffer worked with art director and de-
signer Antonio Alcalá and designer Ricky Altizer to create 
this stamp. According to the USPS, “As a contributing artist 
to … publications worldwide, Stauffer’s illustrations are best 
known for bridging traditional and digital realms to create a 
conceptual take on social issues.”

The digital illustration on this stamp is a symbolic scene 
that shows three first responders in profile, facing right, as 
they race into action. From left to right, the first figure is a fire-
fighter carrying an axe. The second figure is an EMS worker, 
with the EMS Star of Life visible on her cap, upper arm and 
emergency bag. The third figure is a law-enforcement officer 
shining a flashlight toward unknown danger ahead.

The dark background and signs of smoke in and around 
the figures suggest the wide range of perilous situations that 
demand the attention of first responders. That darkness, not 
unlike that of the situations in which first responders often 
find themselves, emphasizes the courage it takes to enter a 
burning house, an overturned vehicle, 

or an obscure crime scene to 
help those in need.

These are not the first 
U.S. stamps to salute those 
who serve when tragedy 
strikes. One of at least seven 
U.S. commemoratives to hail 
American nurses and the Red 
Cross, a 1931 2-cent stamp, 
Scott 702, may have been the 
first, with its allegorical nurse 
popularly known as “the 

John Lennon is 
the first individual 
member of the 
Beatles to be honored 
on a U.S. stamp, 
although the group 
was saluted in 1999 
with this 33c Yellow 
Submarine-themed 
stamp in the 1960s 
Celebrate the Century 
sheet, Scott 3188o. 
Image courtesy APS 
StampStore.

The approved Postal Service art for 
the John Lennon first-day pictorial 
postmark includes a 1960s-era 
Peace Sign and a 45 rpm single 
phonographic record.

A fireman with his flashlight, 
a paramedic with her bag, a 
fireman with his axe, bravely 
head forward into the 
unknown on this Forever 
(50c) stamp Honoring 
First Responders issued 
September 13.

At least seven U.S. 
commemoratives have 
celebrated nursing 
and the Red Cross, 
beginning with this 
1931 2-cent stamp 
dubbed “The Greatest 
Mother,” Scott 702. 
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Greatest Mother” (and aren’t mothers true first responders, 
who most children call to for help?) But the term “first re-
sponder” entered the national vocabulary as never before 
following the 2001 World Trade Center attacks in New 
York City, which took the lives of 412 firemen, police and 
emergency medical technicians (EMTs). Their sacrifice 
was memorialized the following year with Heroes of 2001 
semipostal stamps, Scott B2. From the sale price of 45-cents 
each, 11 cents went to the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration. 

Other stamps celebrate firemen, policemen and EMTs, 
but it can be easy to forget the stamps that portray the dis-
tinctive vehicles they use, including the red “Fire Engine 
1900s” on the 20.5-cent Transportation coil stamp of 1988, 
Scott 2264. Other apt Transportation coils include the 1981 
20c Fire Pumper 1860s (Scott 1908), 1985 8.3c Ambulance 
1860s (Scott 2128) and the 1988 13c black Patrol Wagon 
1880s (Scott 2258).

Customers have until January 13, 2019, to obtain the 
Honoring First Responders first-day-of-issue postmark 
by mail. They may purchase the new stamps and affix the 
stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the envelopes 
(to themselves or others), and place them in a larger enve-
lope with adequate mint U.S. postage addressed to:

FDOI – Honoring First Responders Stamp 
USPS Stamp Fulfillment Services 
8300 NE Underground Drive, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO 64144-9900

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Post-
al Service will return the envelopes through the mail. There 
is no charge for the postmark up to a quantity of 50, but 
there is a 5-cent charge for each additional postmark there-
after.

Social media enthusiasts are encouraged to use #Hon-
oringFirstResponders and #FirstRespondersStamps when 
sharing news about the new stamp.

No event focused public attention on 
the valor and sacrifice of first responders 
than the New York World Trade Center 
attacks that took the lives of 412 
firemen, police and EMTs. They were 
honored in 2002 with this 2001 Heroes 
semipostal stamp, Scott B2.

Firemen, police and medical specialists appear 
on a number of U.S. stamps, as do their 
distinctive vehicles, including the red “Fire 
Engine 1900s” on this precanceled 20.5-cent 
Transportation coil stamp of 1988, Scott 2264.

Separate Issues 
Honor Heroes 

Together
Hometown Heroes Front & Center on 

Emergency Responder Issues
BY FRED BAUMANN

Let’s start with a fact: the U.S. Postal Service’s Honoring 
First Responders Forever stamp issued September 13 and 
the set of five Canada Post Emergency Responders stamp 
released across that country September 10-14 are not and 
never were intended as a joint issue. Their release during 
the same week was coincidental. 

 With that out of the way, simultaneous stamps on sim-
ilar subjects inevitably invite comparison. This is especially 
true when they were released on both sides of the world’s 
longest undefended border, by peoples who mostly speak 
the same language and share similar attitudes on many 
subjects. Among those subjects is the high esteem Ameri-
cans and Canadians have for fellow citizens who get up and 
go in harm’s way to help neighbors and communities in 
times of trouble.

The U.S. stamp is covered on this page. Its northern 
counterparts − five stamps in all − were issued one per 
day Monday through Friday at different locations across 
Canada, from Nova Scotia to Ottawa to western Alberta.

The advantage in this promotional plan wasn’t merely 
to sell more stamps. 

When there was a ceremony September 11 at Canadian 
Forces Base Valcartier in Quebec, it saluted troops for their 
vital work the previous year in flood control when rising 
waters threatened the Gatineau region of Quebec on the 
Ottawa River. That’s why the stamp issued there shows a 
black-and-white image of a female trooper with beret and 
binoculars in the foreground, while Army personnel in the 
background pile sandbags, rescue sodden survivors using 

A fireman, a paramedic and a 
fireman bravely head into the 
unknown on this U.S. Forever (50c) 
stamp Honoring First Responders 

issued September 13.
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a rubber raft, and truck in needed supplies in a large mili-
tary vehicle.

Each of the five Canadian stamps honored a different 
emergency responder: paramedics on Monday at Ambu-
lance New Brunswick headquarters in the provincial capi-
tal of Fredericton; Canadian Forces on Tuesday; search & 
rescue experts Wednesday at beautiful Banff in the heart of 
the Alberta Rockies, a center for Parks Canada’s Mountain 
Safety Program; firefighters Thursday in Halifax at “Can-
ada’s oldest firefighting department, established in 1754;” 
and police on Friday “at the Ottawa Police Association in 
the nation’s capital, home to the Canadian Police and Peace 

Officers Memorial.”
Because they were relevant, and unveiled a new stamp 

each day, these events were well-covered by the media. The 
10-stamp bookets and five-stamp sheetlet with all five de-
signs were not unveiled and placed on sale until the final 
day of the event – to sustain public interest. Why, it even 
may have encouraged a few fresh stamp collectors to come 
out.

As Canada Post put it, “The stamps express the respect 
and gratitude Canadians have for professional and volun-
teer emergency responders. As a group, with their skills, 
and by their sacrifices, they find and rescue the lost; treat 

Canadian Armed Forces pictured on 
one of five Emergency Responders 
stamps can deploy members and 
assets from the Canadian Army, the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and the 
Royal Canadian Navy to meet fire, 
flood or blizzard.

Canada’s final Emergency Responders 
stamp honors police as highly skilled 
responders who assist when a crime 
takes place, but also help during 
accidents and disasters.

In addition to self-adhesive stamps in booklets 
of 10, Canada’s Emergency Responders stamps 

are available in perforated five-stamp sheets 
with moisture-activated gum.

This Canadian Emergency 
Responders stamp for paramedics 
shows a detailed image of a female 
paramedic in the foreground 
while another pair assists a victim 
of a medical emergency with an 
ambulance and a helicopter nearby.

To save lives, search and rescue 
experts as seen on this Emergency 
Responders stamp often face 
many unusually dangerous 
conditions such as avalanches, steep 
mountains, foul weather or high 
seas.

As Emergency Responders, 
firefighters do much more than 
douse blazes and save folks from 
burning buildings, providing 
medical services, performing 
difficult rescues and more.
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and save the seriously ill and injured; and protect us, 
our homes, businesses, and communities.”

The entire week-long odyssey was designed to say 
“thank you,” and Canada Post had done its homework, 
too. Thus the text at the foot of the five-stamp sheet 
offers “Special thanks to the Department of National 
Defence, the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs, the 
Paramedic Association of Canada, the Canadian Police 
Association and Parks Canada for their expertise.”

“You’re welcome,” say Canada’s 170,000 volunteer 
and professional firefighters, 88,000 regular and re-
serve Canadian Armed Forces personnel, 60,000 police, 
20,000 paramedics, and the uncounted search-and-
rescue experts and volunteers who respond whenever 
someone is in peril.

The U.S. stamp shows a stylized threesome of first 
responders – a red fireman with his axe, white para-
medic with her medical kit, blue policeman with his 
flashlight. Their faces have no detail, although you can 
tell their role of each by the uniforms and symbols. They 
have little if any human identity, but I suppose the stamp 
does suggest the undeniable importance of teamwork to 
the difficult jobs they do. No single man or woman can 
do these jobs alone.

The Canadian stamps share the same reality, but 
take a different approach. Each stamp shows a situation 
of urgent emergency, with lives on the line. On the five 
stamps, a total of 25 responders are represented (assum-
ing that fire trucks and helicopters have a minimum of 
one responder each). But each of the five stamps focuses 
on the details of one individual in the foreground, ren-
dered in black and white. 

I like that touch, reminding us that these are not 
automatons serving the state, but flesh-and-blood men 
and women with mortgages to pay, dentists to visit, 
children to rear and hopes of  coming home safe at the 
end of a day whose challenges they can’t even guess at in 
advance. I respect that more that the Mod Squad-style 

portrait on the U.S. stamp..
It’s not fair to compare a 

self-adhesive domestic letter-
rate issue with one stamp to 
an issue with five of them, 
and a pane of five moisture-
activated stamps to boot. 
On the other hand, the 60 
million U.S. stamps will be 
far more numerous than the 
80,000 of each self-adhe-
sive and moisture-activated 
stamps that Canada Post has 
produced.

But what do you think 
about these issues?

Birds of Winter Bring Color to a Chilly Season
They are here all year long, but as veteran birdwatchers 

know, it is mid-winter, when the boughs are bare, the leaves 
have left and silent snow makes color stand out, that the song 
and the sight of birds is a particular delight. With that in mind, 
the U.S. Postal Service celebrates these charming creatures on 
its new Birds in Winter Forever stamps. A block of four and the 
front of a double-sided booklet of 20 stamps are shown nearby.

Stylized yet touching, the stamps feature four welcome win-
ter visitors: the black-capped chickadee (Poecile atricapillus); 
the northern cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis); the blue jay (Cy-
anocitta cristata);  and the red-bellied woodpecker  (Melaner-
pes carolinus).

According to a USPS Press Release, “The somber feeling of 
winter, evoked by the stark white backgrounds, is enlivened by 
the bold colors of the birds’ plumage in the simplified shapes of 
the digital rendering.” An earlier release July 26 stated “A limit-
ed palette and simplified shapes give the art a bold, fresh look.”

Art director Antonio Alcalá designed the stamps with orig-
inal artwork by Nadia Taylor.

The 2018 Birds in Winter 
stamps are being issued as For-
ever stamps in self-adhesive 
double-sided booklets of 20. 
Forever stamps pay the basic 
one-ounce first class mail rate, 
currently 50 cents.

It’s also possible the USPS 
is hoping to please postal pa-
trons as it did two years ago 
with its Songbirds in Snow 
Forever (47c) stamps, Scott 
5126-29, another self-adhesive 
double-sided 20-stamp book-
let. The front of the booklet is 

The clean, stylized, look of 
the Birds of Winter has some 
similarities to the stamps in this 
Coastal Birds postcard-rate (35c) 
block of four, Scott 4994a, issued 
in 2015.
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shown below, with repre-
sentational stamps designed 
by Derry Noyes depicting 
golden-crowned kinglets, a 
male cedar waxwing, a male 
northern cardinal and red-
breasted nuthatches.

The first-day-of-issue 
dedication ceremony for 
the stamps took place Sep-
tember 22 at the Vermont 
Institute of Natural Sci-
ence in Quechee, Vermont, 
where the colorful quartet 
was dedicated by U.S. Postal 

Service Pricing and Costing Vice President Sharon D. Owens, as reported 
September 24 on the American Philatelic Society blog (blog.stamps.org).

“It’s easy to see why Birds in Winter will be enjoyed by the American 
public,” said Owens. “These stamps are a beautiful representation of the 
resourceful and resilient birds we see flying about woodland areas all win-
ter long.”

These 2018 stamps seem to draw a great deal from other recent 
U.S.stamps picturing birds. The Birds of Winter are more muted in color 
but perhaps slightly less cartoonish than the Coastal Birds postcard-rate 

(35c) sheet and coil stamps, Scott 4991-4998, 
issued June 1, 2015, a block of four of which is 
shown on the previous page.  

Customers have until January 22, 2019, to ob-
tain Birds of Winter first-day-of-issue postmarks 
by mail. They may purchase and affix the new 
stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the en-
velopes (to themselves or others), and place them 
in a larger envelope with the required postage ad-
dressed to:

FDOI – Birds in Winter Stamps 
USPS Stamp Fulfillment Services 
8300 NE Underground Drive, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO 64144-9900

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, 
the Postal Service will return the FDCs through the 
mail. There is no charge for the postmark up to 50, 
and a 5-cent charge for each additional postmark.

Make V-ROOOOM! for New Hot Wheels Stamps   
A half-century ago in 1968, a Mattel toy innovator, a General Motors 

car designer and a rocket scientist combined to custom-create fast and fu-
rious fantasy cars that became famous as Hot Wheels. Their purpose: “To 
create a toy car that was cooler and performed better than anything on the 
market.” To mark the 50th anniversary of their creations, the U.S. Postal 
Service has unleashed 20 Forever stamps showcasing some of the most 
outrageous Hot Wheels cars for fans and racers of all ages.

Mattel soon introduced the iconic orange tracks seen in miniature on 
the stamps, which gave kids endless new ways to test stunts and racing 
skills, and exhaust the patience of babysitters and adults everywhere. Since 
their inception a half-century ago, Mattel has produced thousands of dif-

The 2016 Songbirds in Snow Forever stamps,  
Scott 5126-29, another self-adhesive double-
sided 20-stamp booklet issue, proved popular 
with collectors and users, with representational 
images of golden-crowned kinglets, a male cedar 
waxwing and northern cardinal and red-breasted 
nuthatches.

How long have 
Americans enjoyed 
feathered fixtures on 
U.S. stamps? The most 
frequently depicted 
bird, the bald eagle, 
first spread its wings 
on this 10-cent yellow 
Eagle & Shield design, 
one of the 1869 
Pictorials issued 149 
years ago.

The front of a double-sided self-adhesive Birds of Winter Forever booklet of 20
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A full pane of 20 of the new Hot Wheels 50th Anniversary stamps, with two copies each of the 10 different designs.

ferent varieties of Hot Wheels, which 
were inducted into the National Toy 
Hall of Fame in 2011. Today, children 
and their parents still love racing these 
speedy, snazzy miniature cars.

Shown above is a self-adhesive pane 
of the 20 stamps in staggered diagonal 
rows showcasing photographer Len 
Rizzi’s images of 10 Hot Wheels cars — 
two of each design — speeding along 
their familiar bright orange track. Each 
shows the name of the vehicle, “USA” 
and “Forever,” with the Hot Wheels 
logo in the top-right corner of the pane, 
and the 50th anniversary logo on the 
back of the pane.

The Hot Wheels depicted are de-
scribed as follows:

“The aptly named Purple Passion 
(1990), a super sleek metallic purple 
and green model. The car remains a fa-
vorite of collectors.

“Equipped with a roof-mounted 

rocket, the Rocket-Bye-Baby (1971) is 
one of the most aggressive racers in Hot 
Wheels history.

“Perfect for Halloween, the spooky 
Rigor Motor (1994) is a coffin-shaped 
hot rod that is powered by a huge en-
gine adorned with two skulls.

“A spectacularly powerful version of 
a classic muscle car, the Rodger Dodger 
(1974) has a giant engine bursting out 
of its hood.

“With a twin turbo V6 hybrid en-
gine and wide front air intakes built 
to look like a predatory fish, the Mach 
Speeder (2018) is a true 21st-century 
racer.

“The Twin Mill (1969) is one of the 
most iconic Hot Wheels cars of all-
time. The speed machine features dual 
big-block engines.

“The distinctive Bone Shaker (2006) 
is a hot rod with a fierce-looking skull 
for a grille. The car has a massive short-

block engine made to rattle your bones.
“The HW40 (2008), a car intro-

duced to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of Hot Wheels, features a jet turbine 
engine. The space-age vehicle features a 
futuristic glass hood.

“The original surfboard-toting De-
ora (1968) was included in the first Hot 
Wheels line. The souped up Deora II, 
showcased on the stamp, came out in 
2000.

“The Sharkruiser (1987) is a carni-
vore on wheels. The completely unique 
design features fins, a tail, a sharp-
toothed grille, and a roaring V8 engine.”

Greg Breeding designed the stamps 
and was the typographer, and Wil-

When in Naples (Florida)

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
stop in and examine our large stock of U.S. and 

Foreign Stamps, Covers, Collections, Wholesale Lots

4987 Tamiami Trail East  
Village Falls Professional Ctr., Naples, FL 34113 

Ph: 239-732-8000 Fax: 239-732-7701
E-bay I.D.    Gary.NESEstablished 1893
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liam J. Gicker was the project’s art 
director. The Hot Wheels stamps 
were released at a first-day-of-issue 
dedication ceremony Saturday, Sep-
tember 29, at the Goodguys 26th 
Summit Racing Lone Star Nationals 
at the Texas Motor Speedway in Fort 
Worth, Texas. To watch the first day 
ceremony, visit the U.S. Postal Service 
Facebook page.

Although images of 10-stamp mul-
tiples containing one of each of the Hot 
Wheels stamps have been widely circu-
lated, the USPS has announced that “the  
Hot Wheels pane of 20 stamps may not 
be split and the stamps may not be sold 
individually.”

Customers have until January 29, 
2019, to obtain the first-day-of-issue post-
mark by mail. To do so, purchase and affix 
the stamps to envelopes of your choice, ad-
dress the envelopes (to themselves or oth-
ers), and place them in a larger envelope ad-
dressed with adequate postage to:

FDOI – Hot Wheels Stamps 
USPS Stamp Fulfillment Services 
8300 NE Underground Drive, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO 64144-9900

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal 
Service will return the envelopes through the mail. There is 
no charge for the up to 50 postmarked covers, but there is a 
5-cent charge for each additional postmark over 50.

Hot Wheels are colorful, entertaining and affordable, al 

though – as with stamps – the most elusive early models in 
impeccable condition can sell for prices up to six figures. 
However, wheeled toys are among the oldest known to man. 
The earliest four-wheeled miniature vehicle, recently exca-
vated in the southeastern province of Mardin, Turkey, dates 
back about 7,500 years.

Wheeled toys are nothing new on U.S. stamps, either. 
Shown at the top of this page are a number of these, includ-
ing a plate block of four of the 1992 29c Victorian Wheeled 
Christmas Toys (Sc 2714a, photo courtesy of APS StampStore.
org), and a 2002 “First-Class” (37c) Toy Taxicab booklet 
stamp, one of four Wheeled Toys (Scott 3626-29).

Earlier U.S. stamps with earlier not-quite-so-Hot Wheels: a block of four 1970 
6-cent Wheeled Christmas Toys (Scott 1814b), a plate block of four of 1992 
29c Victorian Wheeled Christmas Toys (Scott 2714a, photo courtesy of APS 
StampStore.org) and a “First-Class” (37c) Toy Taxicab booklet stamp, one of four 
Wheeled Toy stamps released in 2002 (Scott 3626-29).
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Available Now from APS Publications

Bellefonte and the Early 
Air Mail 1918-1927

Kathleen Wunderly revisits the role of Bellefonte, Pennsylvania in the 
second edition of her popular air mail retrospective. Explore the story 

of a small town’s contributions during the period when the government 
operated the air mail, 1918-1927. Experience history through the tales of 

daredevil pilots and accounts from contemporary newspapers.

Available exclusively at: www.stamps.org/publications.
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GLOBAL FOREVER ($1.15) 
BLOOMING POINSETTIA STAMP

USPS Item Number: 565900
Format: Pane of 10 
Issue Date & City: August 26, 2018, 

Kansas City, MO 64108
Art Director: William J. Gicker
Designer & Typographer: Greg 

Breeding 
Existing Photo: Betsy Pettet 
Modeler: Sandra Lane/Michelle Finn
Manufacturing Process: Offset
Microprinter: Banknote Corporation of 

America, Browns Summit, NC
Press Type: Alprinta 74
Print Quantity: 100,000,000 stamps
Paper Type: Phosphor, Block Tag
Adhesive Type: Pressure-sensitive
Processed at: Banknote Corporation of 

America, Browns Summit, NC
Colors: 186 Red, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, 

Black
Stamp Orientation: Circular
Stamp Sizes: Image Area: 1.2 inches 

by 1.2 inches / 30.48 millimeters by 
30.48 mm; Overall Size: 1.414 inches 
by 1.414 inches / 35.916mm by 
35.916mm; Full Pane Size (w x h): 8.4 
inches by 4.041 inches / 213.36mm by  
102.641mm

Plate Numbers: “B” followed by five (5) 
single digits

Marginal Markings: Front: Header 
Plate number in four corners of pane. 
Back: ©2018 USPS • USPS logo • 
Barcode on each stamp (565900) • 
Plate Position Diagram • Promotional 
text

JOHN LENNON  
FOREVER MUSIC ICON STAMP

USPS Item Number: 565400
Format: pane of 16 (four designs); 96 

stamps per revolution
Issue Date & City: September 7, 2018, 

New York City, NY 10199
Art Director: Antonio Alcala, 

Alexandria, Virginia
Designer & Typographer: Neal Ashby, 

Alexandria, Virginia
Existing Photos: Bob Gruen (Forever 

[50-cent] stamp); Peter Fordham 
(back of stamp pane)

Modeler: Sandra Lane / Michelle Finn 
Manufacturing Process: Offset
Printer & Processor: Banknote 

Corporation of America, Brown’s 
Summit, North Carolina

Press Type: Alprinta 74
Print Quantity: 40 million
Paper Type: Phosphor, Block Tagged
Adhesive Type: Pressure sensitive
Colors: Cool Gray 7, Cyan, Magenta, 

Yellow, Black
Stamp Sizes: 1.085 inches by 1.085 

inches / 27.559 millimeters by 
27.559mm (image area); 1.225 inches 
by 1.225 inches / 31.115mm by 
31.115mm (overall size); 7 inches by 
7 inches / 177.8mm by 177.8mm (full 
pane size)

Plate Numbers: None
Marginal Markings Front - © 2017 

USPS / USPS logo /proprietary text 
/ Barcode (565400) in lower right 
corner of pane / promotional text / 
brief biography. Back – photograph / 
“John Lennon” / Music Icons logo

HONORING FIRST RESPONDERS 
FOREVER STAMP

USPS Item Number: 478100
Format: pane of 20; 240 stamps per 

revolution
Issue Date & City: September 13, 2018, 

Missoula, MT 59801 
Art Director, Designer & 

Typographer: Antonio Alcala, 
Alexandria, Virginia

Designer: Ricky Altizer
Artist: Brian Stauffer, Novato, California
Modeler: Joseph Sheeran 
Manufacturing Process: Offset with 

Microprint
Printer & Processor: Ashton Potter 

(USA) Ltd. (APU), Williamsville, New 
York

Press Type: Muller A76
Print Quantity: 60 million
Paper Type: Nonphosphored Typr III, 

Block Tagged
Adhesive Type: Pressure sensitive
Colors: Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black
Stamp Sizes: 1.42 inches by 0.84 inches 

/ 36.068 millimeters by 21.336mm 
(image area); 1.56 inches by 0.98 
inches / 39.624mm by 24.892mm 
(overall size); 7.24 inches by 5.92 
inches / 183.896mm by 150.368mm 
(full pane size)

Plate Numbers: “P” followed by four 
digits

Marginal Markings: Front – Plate 
numbers in four corners of pane. 
Back - © 2018 USPS / USPS logo / 
2 barcodes (478100) / plate position 
diagram / promotional text
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BIRDS OF WINTER FOREVER  
STAMPS BOOKLET

USPS Item Number: 681900
Format: booklet of 20 (four designs); 800 

stamps per revolution
Issue Date & City: September 22, 2018, 

Quechee, VT 05059 
Art Director, Designer & Typographer: 

Antonio Alcala, Alexandria, Virginia
Designer: Ricky Altizer
Artist: Nadia Taylor, London
Modeler: Sandra Lane / Michelle Finn

Manufacturing Process: Offset
Printer & Processor: Banknote 

Corporation of America, Browns 
Summit, NC

Press Type: Alprinta 74
Print Quantity: 400 million
Paper Type: Phosphor-Tagged Paper, 

Block Tag
Adhesive Type: Pressure sensitive
Colors: Cool Gray 7, Cyan, Magenta, 

Yellow, Black
Stamp Sizes: 0.77 inches by 1.05 inches 

/ 19.558 millimeters by 26.67mm 

(image area) 0.91 inches by 1.19 inches 
/ 23.114mm by 30.226 mm (stamp 
size) 7 5.743 inches by 2.375 inches / 
145.872mm by 60.325 mm (full booklet 
size)

Plate Numbers: “B” followed by five digits
Marginal Markings: Header: “Birds in 

Winter Chickadee, Cardinal, Blue Jay, 
& Woodpecker” 20 First-Class Forever 
Stamps • USPS logo • Barcode • Plate 
number in peel strip area • ©2017 USPS 
in peel strip area • Promotional text in 
peel strip area

HOT WHEELS 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY FOREVER 

STAMPS

USPS Item Number: 569000
Format: booklet of 20 (10 designs); 160 

stamps per revolution
Issue Date & City: September 29, 2018, 

Fort Worth, TX 76161
Art Director: William J. Gicker, 

Washington, DC
Designer & Typographer: Greg 

Breeding, Charlottesville, VA
Photographer: Len Rizzi, Bethesda, MD

Modeler: Sandra Lane / Michelle Finn
Manufacturing Process: Offset
Printer & Processor: Banknote 

Corporation of America, Browns 
Summit, NC

Press Type: Alprinta 74
Print Quantity: 100 million
Paper Type: Phosphor, Block Tag
Adhesive Type: Pressure sensitive
Colors: Pantone Orange 021, Cyan, 

Magenta, Yellow, Black
Stamp Sizes: 1.42 inches by 0.84 inches 

/ 36.068 millimeters by 21.336 mm 
(image area) 1.56 inches by 0.98 inches 

/ 39.624 mm by 24.892 mm (overall 
size) 9.125 inches by 6.435 inches / 
231.775 mm by 163.449 mm (full pane 
size)

Plate Numbers: “B” followed by five digits
Marginal Markings: Front: Header: Hot 

Wheels logo • Plate number in bottom 
two corners of pane. Back: ©2018 
USPS • USPS logo • Hot Wheels 50 
year logo • 2 barcodes (569000) • Plate 
position diagram • Promotional text 
area • ©2017 USPS in peel strip area • 
Promotional text in peel strip area
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NEW
WORLDWIDE

STAMPS
A quick peek at new stamps 
issued in different countries 

around the world.

FRANCE
ABOUT MICKEY MOUSE –
90 YEARS OF ENTHUSIASM
Combining elements of Piet Mondrian and those little 
plastic keychain puzzles where you can only move one 
square at a time to complete the picture comes a portrait 
of Mickey Mouse as you have never seen him before. 
Issued September 6, France’s 2018 Youth Series stamp 
was designed by Felix Sikora, an ECV school student 
and participant in the “Mickey Is Art” contest, organized 
by Disney for the 90th anniversary of the world-famous 
cartoon rodent, with the theme of “Mickey, 90 Years of 
Enthusiasm.” 

CANADA
ANIMALS IN THE CLOUDS

On September 24 Canada Post issued its an-
nual Community Foundation fundraising 
semipostal, a special 10-stamp booklet that 
sells for an extra dollar that “goes directly 
to support Canadian children and youth...” 
Designer Matthew Warburton says “This 
design recreates that feeling of freedom, 
wonderment and joy [of] a child sitting on 
a grassy, flower-speckled hilltop, looking up 
at the sky and seeing animal shapes in the 
fluffy clouds.” The stamp was illustrated by 
Julie Morstad, one of Canada’s top children’s 

books illustrators.

NEW ZEALAND
THE ICONIC ART OF “MAUI AND THE FISH”

Released unknown to us back on June 6, these stamps from New Zealand 
Post are older than we generally prefer to feature here, but their imagery and 
artwork are so striking that we’re making an exception, one we hope you may 
enjoy. “Maui and the Fish” is a thrilling tale known throughout Polynesia of 
how the mischievous and curious demigod Maui fished up the North Island 
of Aotearoa (New Zealand). Told in six stamps, (in Polynesian and English at 
a New Zealand Post webpage), it tells how Maui sneaked onto his big brothers’ 
boat in the teeth of an impending storm and eventually did battle with a colos-
sal fish, subduing it in the end. As he pulled in his catch at last, it hardened 
into the islands of New Zealand. Several of the stamps are shown here; the set 

of six and a souvenir sheet are available from New Zealand Post.

HUNGARY
DINOSAURS ALONG THE DANUBE

On September 3, Magyar Posta issued a six-
stamp miniature sheet that takes us back to 
the Late Cretaceous epoch in northwestern 

Hungary. The sheet brings to life the habitat 
and a few of the dinosaurs and ancient reptiles 

of that era, including Ajkaceratops kozmai, 
a four-legged plant eater and three birdlike 

turkey-sized Pneumatoraptor fodori that prob-
ably hunted in packs. Soaring overhead are a 

pair of Bakonydraco galaczi, “the dragon of the 
Bakony” — omnivorous flying reptiles with a 
13-foot wingspan. A few more of their toothy 

Cretaceous chums lurk in the Blue Danube 
undergrowth below, equally eager to take you 

back in time, and hoping you’ll stay! 
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New worldwide stamps are presented for information and are not necessarily shown at the correct scale. The quality of images 
available at the time of release varies widely and we resize to achieve the best possible reproduction.

NETHERLANDS
“NEW BUILDING” IN CONCRETE, 

STEEL & GLASS (1916-35)
PostNL’s latest architectural stamps 

issued on September 17 showcase that 
nation’s Nieuwe Bouwen (“New Build-

ing”) Movement that had its heyday 
in Europe’s interwar years of the 20th 
century. Its philosophy stressed func-
tionality, lack of decoration, applica-

tion of modern techniques and use of 
modern materials such as concrete, 

steel and glass. The 10 black-and-
white stamps of the sheetlet depict five 

striking buildings: the Hague offices 
of the De Volharding Co-operative 

(1928); the Zonnestraal sanatorium in 
Hilversum (1928); the Van Nelle Fac-

tory in Rotterdam (1931)l the Rietveld 
houses of Utrecht (1931); and the 

Glaspaleis Schunck in Heerlen (1933). 
Graphic designer Ariënne Boelens 
from Rotterdam chose this format 

to highlight the role played by white 
plaster, and paid homage to 1920s 
typography on the stamps as well.

UNITED KINGDOM
HARRY POTTER & PALS ARE BACK FOR A SPELL
In late September Royal Mail announced a set of 15 
“Special Stamps…to celebrate the series of eight Harry 
Potter films” released 2001-11 would be issued Octo-
ber 16. Shown here are stamps from a se-tenant strip 
of five, including wand-wielding portraits of key char-
acters Harry Potter, Hermione Granger and Ron Weas-
ley.  Ginny Weasley and Neville Longbottom and their 
wands appear on two other stamps, and other stamps 
show the Triwizard Cup and “iconic modes of transport 
from the films: the Hogwarts Express; Hagrid’s enchant-
ed motorbike; the flying Ford Anglia and the Knight 
Bus.” Five more stamps in a separate sheet portray 
Hogwarts professors Pomona Sprout, Remus Lupin, 
Horace Slughorn, Sybill Trelawney and Severus Snape 
set against a background of the Marauder’s Map from 
J.K. Rowling’s epic series. The stamps also “include hid-
den details that are only visible under ultraviolet light.” 
Stamps can be pre-ordered now from www.royalmail.

com/harrypotter

AUSTRIA
CIVIL AIRMAIL CENTENNIAL
Austria’s first daily commercial aircraft flights between Vienna and Ukraine took off March 
31, 1918, followed by twice-daily flights in July between Vienna and Budapest. (Austria Post 
notes that the service ended in October “…due to numerous complications and accidents.”) On 
October 6, Austria Post issued the single-stamp semipostal souvenir sheet marking 2018 as the 
centennial of Austrian airmail service. The stamp has a postal value of €0.95 and a  surcharge 
of €0.45 to support the Verband Oesterreichischer Philatelistenvereine (Association of Austri-
an Philatelic Clubs), and this the first of four issues counting down to their centennial in 2021. 
The stamp shows a photographic image of  an Austro-Hungarian-built Hansa-Brandenburg C1 
biplane, the first type of aircraft to carry Austrian airmail a century ago. The C1 also appeared 
on a 6-schilling+3s Austrian Stamp Day issue in 1989, Scott B355. 
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Ingermanland is the Swedish name for the territory arc-
ing around the eastern coast of the Gulf of Finland from 
Estonia to Finland. According to legend, the Swedes 

named the area after Princess Ingegerd.  In English, it’s Ingria; 
in Finnish, Inkeri. The Swedes controlled Ingria until 1703 
when it was taken by Peter the Great in the Great Northern 
War.

Finnish tribes had lived in Ingria since prehistory, but it 
was not until the 17th century that they became the ethnic 
majority due to large-scale immigration from Swedish-ruled 
Finland. Peter the Great changed this dramatically in the 
early 18th century when he built St. Petersburg, his new capi-
tal, in the heart of Ingria.  But the Finnish presence remained 
strong. In 1918, an estimated 150,000 Finns lived in the St. 
Petersburg area. 

The Russian Revolution brought independence to Finland 
and Estonia. The success of their ethnic kinsmen encouraged 
the Ingrians to pursue greater freedom. Some simply sought 
more autonomy within Russia. Others wanted complete in-
dependence.   Ingrian military units fought for the Estonians 
and with Gen Yudenich’s Army of the Northwest in Karelia.

On June 27, 1919, a 580-man North Ingrian Regiment un-
der Lt. Col. George Elfrengren seized about a dozen villages 
in the northern part of Russia’s Vsevolozhsky District near 
the Finnish border and proclaimed the independent Republic 
of North Ingermanland. The Bolsheviks forced the rebels to 
retreat. After the Ingrians lost the village of Kolvosi on Oct 

24, they withdrew to the 
Kirjasalo salient on the 
Finnish border. The Bol-
sheviks were not able to 
dislodge them and for the 
next year and the small village of Kirjasalo became the “Re-
public of North Ingermanland.”

In January 1920, Ingrian officials sought approval of the 
Finnish Council of State to issue stamps so they could com-
municate with relatives in Finland.  Communicating with 
relatives may not have been their only motive − one author-
ity says stamp sales accounted for 65 percent of North In-
germanland’s revenue. They intended to open post offices in 
three villages, but only the office in Kirjasalo was opened. In 
March, the military situation forced the Ingrians to move the 
post office to the railroad station in the nearby Finnish village 
of Rautu, although mail still received a Kirjasalo cancel.

Seven denominations were issued on March 21, 1920. 
The stamps, lithographed in Viborg, depicted the Ingrian 
coat of arms in a design similar to the then-current Finnish 
definitives. The issue was popular with Finnish collectors and 
soon sold out.

A second issue was ordered from the same printer in June, 
and seven larger pictorials were placed on sale August 2, 1920. 
As catalogs note, counterfeits of these pictorials are common. 

The Finns, who had won their own independence, con-
cluded the Treaty of Dorpat with Russia on October 14, 1920. 
Under the treaty, Kirjasalo reverted to Russia and the Ingrian 
regiment was withdrawn and disbanded. On Dec 5, 1920, 
the flag of North Ingermanland was lowered and its popula-
tion packed up and moved en masse to the Finnish village of 
Kekisalmi where they were welcomed with a triumphal arch 
erected in the town square.

In December 1920, remainders of the pictorial stamp is-
sue were overprinted “Inkerin Hyväksi” (For Ingria) and sold 
without postal validity to aid Ingrian refugees.

Status: Interim government in the village of Kirjasalo on the Russo-Finnish Border
Population: several hundred (1920)
Area: about 25 sq. miles 
Currency: Finnish Markka (100 pennia = 1 markka)

NORTH INGERMANLAND

FINLAND
RUSSIA

ESTONIA

LATVIA

North Ingermanland is represented 
above by the red patch at the eastern 
tip of the Gulf of Finland. The map 
shows modern national boundaries for 
surrounding territories.

In March 1920, seven stamps were issued by the short-lived Republic 
of North Ingermanland (Scott 1 - 4).

The August 
1920 pictorial 
issue from 
the Republic 
of North 
Ingermanland 
(Scott 8 - 12).
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American Philatelic Society
 Circuit Sales
100 Match Factory Place
Bellefonte, PA 16823 • Phone: 814-933-3803
E-mail: circuitsales@stamps.org

Circuit Mail Sales is a members’ only service o� ering 
buyers a hands-on shopping experience through the 
mail — this allows you to examine the stamps BEFORE 
you purchase. All material being sold is owned by APS 
members who have consigned their material to sell to 
fellow members. Sign up to become one of our satis� ed 
shop at home customers. 

First time participants can select up to three 
categories from the list. Once signed up, you will be 
placed on a circuit based on geographical location. 
Names will be added in order of receipt, with up to ten 
names per circuit. Circuits containing approximately 
twelve books will be mailed three to � ve times annually 
for each requested category. No minimum purchase 
is required and circuits may be retained up to seven 
days before forwarding on to the next member. Full 
instructions are printed with each mailing. Please note 
that mailing expenses to forward circuits is incurred by 
each participant — approximately $7.20 per mailing

U.S. General 
(Mint & Used)

U.S. Mint Only
U.S. Used Only
U.S. 1900–1940 

(Mint & Used)
U.S. 19th Century
U.S. Back of the Book
U.S. Air Mails
U.S. O�  cials
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Revenues
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Ryukyu Islands
U.S. Blocks
U.S. Plate Blocks
U.S. Coils
U.S. Plate No. Singles
U.S. Fancy Cancels
U.S. Precancels
U.S. Covers
U.S. Covers (19th C.)
U.S. Covers 

1900–1945
U.S. Picture 

Postcards
U.S. Postal 

Stationery
U.S. First Day Covers
British Empire
British Empire-

Victorian Era
British Empire 

Mint only
British Empire 

Used only
British Pre-Elizabeth
British Atlantic 

Islands
British Africa
Southern Africa
British America
British West Indies
British West Indies 

Mint
Bahamas
Bermuda
Br. Caribbean Saints
Jamaica
British North 

America
Canada General
Canada pre-

Elizabeth
Canada Mint Only
Canada Used Only
British Asia
Hong Kong
India & States
Malaysia-Singapore

British Europe
Channel Islands
Great Britain
Great Britain 19th 

Century
Ireland
British Middle East
British Oceania
British Oceania Mint
Australia
Australia States
New Zealand
Topicals (General)
Animals & Flora
Art and Painting
Europa
Space
Sports
Transportation
Africa
Air Mails Worldwide
Argentina
Asia
Austria
Balkans
Baltic States
Belgium
Benelux
Bolivia
Brazil
Central America
Central Europe
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Danzig
Denmark
East Germany
Eastern Europe
Ecuador
Egypt
Ethiopia
Europe
Europe(1840–1940)
Far East
Finland
France
France & Colonies
France 19th Century
French Africa
French Colonies
German Colonies
German Covers
German States
Germany
Germany Pre-1945
Global (1840–1940)

Global Covers
Global General 

(Mint & Used)
Global Used Only
Greece
Guatemala
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland-Greenland
Iran (Persia)
Israel
Italian Colonies
Italy
Japan
Korea
Latin America
Latin West Indies
Lebanon
Liberia
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
Mexico
Middle East
Miniature Sheets
Monaco
Netherlands
Netherlands 

Colonies
Nicaragua
Norway
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Portuguese Colonies
Romania
Russia (USSR)
Saar
Salvador
San Marino
Scandinavia
Siam (Thailand)
South America
Southeast Asia
Southern Europe
Spain
Spanish Colonies
Sweden
Switzerland
Trieste
Turkey
United Nations
Uruguay
Vatican
Venezuela
West Germany
Yugoslavia

Circuit Selections

APS No. _______________________  Date _______________

Name _________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City __________________________________________________

State  ________________  ZIP __________________________

Daytime Telephone No. ________________________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________

Speci� c Circuit Selection Request Form

SIGN UP TO STAMP
SHOP FROM HOME

Your Circuit Selections
1. _____________________ 2. ____________________
3. _____________________

Enter up to three (3) categories. You may request more
after receiving your � rst mailings.

Send this form to:
APS Circuit Sales, 100 Match Factory Place,

Bellefonte, PA 16823

NOV Back Covers.indd   1 10/9/2018   7:45:21 AM



“SELLING A STAMP COLLECTION SHOULD BE A 
REWARDING EXPERIENCE.” The “BEST SALE” is 
when the buyer will personally visit your city and 
view your collection. The dealers listed will travel 
to “any city” to view appropriate holdings.

UNFORTUNATELY many collections in the $2,000 
to $20,000 range do not economically justify the 
time and expense for a professional buyer to  
travel long distances to personally view your 
collection.

WE OFFER A SOLUTION: Each dealer listed has 
designated a state, and region, he will make every 
effort to personally visit. Contact that dealer 
direct and discuss your collection and options. If 
your state is not listed, contact the closest dealer, 
or a dealer of your choice.

YOUR GUARANTEE: While each dealer listed 
is an independently owned business, all are 
members of either the ASDA or the APS (most 
are both), insuring fairness and integrity in 
purchasing your collection.

HAVE TONGS, WILL TRAVEL!!

We Want 
To Visit!!

We Want  
To Buy!!

• By Car • By Plane • By Bus • • By Train • By Boat •

IF YOU LIVE IN: WRITE OR CALL:
Ohio, Michigan, Randy Scholl Stamp Co. 
Kentucky, Indiana, 7460 Jager Court 
Tennessee, West Virginia, Cincinnati, OH 45230 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Phone: 513-624-6800 
New York, or Ontario randyscholl@fuse.net 
 randyschollstampcompany.com

Wisconsin, Dr. Robert Friedman & Sons 
Northern Florida, Phone: 800-588-8100 
Southern Florida, Fax: 630-985-1588 
or Texas:  drbobstamps@comcast.net 
 www.drbobfriedmanstamps.com 
 Coins also wanted.

California, Nevada, Newport Harbor Stamp Co. 
Arizona, Oregon, P.O. Box 3364 
or Washington: Newport Beach, CA 92659 
 Phone: 800-722-1022 (Dave) 
 newportharborstamps@gmail.com

IF YOU LIVE IN: WRITE OR CALL:
North Carolina,   PRM Enterprises, Inc. 
South Carolina,  Randall T. Scribner 
Georgia, or Virginia: 4110 French Fields Ln. 
 Harrisburg, NC 28075 
 Phone: (704) 575-2795 
 scrib1@ctc.net 
 Coins also wanted

Illinois, Iowa,  Coins, Stamps ’N Stuff LLC 
Minnesota, Kansas, Jerry & Barb Koepp 
Nebraska, South/ 8190 Hickman Road 
North Dakota, Des Moines, IA 50325-4405 
Missouri, New Mexico, Phone: 515-331-4307 
Arkansas, or Colorado: Orders: 847-778-5519 
 Fax: 515-331-2527

— Paid Advertisement —
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