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[Patriarchal blessing of John C. Bennett given by Hyrum Smith  

on September 21, 1840] 

 

John Greenhow wrote about the blessing of John C. Bennett, “I was given to understand that he 

received the first patriarchal blessing ever given by Hyrum” Voree Herald 1 (October 1846):2, 

Voree, Wisconsin Territory. 

 

  A Blessing pronounced on the Head of J. C. Bennett, son of J. and N. Bennett born in the 

Town of Fair Haven, Bristol County, Massachusetts, August 3, A. D. 1804, by Hyrum Smith, 

Patriarch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, September 21, 1840. 

 John C. Bennett — I lay my hands upon your head in the name of Jesus Christ, and 

inasmuch as thou art a son of Abraham, I bless you with the holy priesthood, with all its graces, 

and gifts, and with wisdom in all the mysteries of God. Thou shalt have knowledge given thee, 

and shalt understand the keys by which all mysteries shall be unlocked. Thou shalt have great 

power among the children of men, and shalt have influence among the great and the noble, even 

to prevail on many, and bring them to the knowledge of the truth. Thou shalt prevail over thy 

enemies; and shalt know when thou hast gained power over them, and in this thine heart shall 

rejoice. Many souls shall believe, because of the proclamation which thou shalt make. The Holy 

Spirit shall rest upon thee, insomuch, that thy voice shall make the foundation on which thou 

standest to shake,— so great shall be the power of God. His favor shall rest upon thee in dreams 

and visions, which shall manifest the glory of God.   

Beloved brother, if thou art faithful, thou shalt have power to heal the sick; cause the 

lame to leap like an hart; the deaf to hear; and the dumb to speak, and their voice shall salute 

thine ears; thy soul shall be made glad and thy heart shall rejoice in God. Thou shalt be like unto 

Paul, who, according to his own words, was like “one born out of due time,” and shalt have the 

visions of heaven open, even as they were to him. Thy name shall be known in many nations, 

and thy voice shall be heard among many people.  Yea, unto many of the remnants of Israel shalt 

thou be known, and when they shall hear of thy coming they shall rejoice, and thou shalt 

proclaim the gospel unto many tribes of the house of Israel. If thou shouldst step aside from the 

path of rectitude at any time because of temptation, the Lord shall call after thee, because of the 

integrity of thine heart, and thou shalt return to the path from whence thou hast strayed, for God 

shall illume the path by the light of his everlasting covenant, and with its light thou shalt keep the 

way.  

 God is with thee, and has wrought upon thy heart to come up to this place, that thou 

mayest be satisfied that the servants of God dwell here. God shall reward thee for thy kindness, 

and thou shalt be fully satisfied hereafter. Thy soul shall be enlarged, thy mind shall be clear, and 

thy judgment informed, and the knowledge of all these things shall be made clear to thy 

understanding. Thou wilt have to pass through tribulation, but thou shalt remember the promises 

of the Lord, and shall be comforted, and shalt have the greater manifestations of the power of 

God. Thou must travel and labor for Zion, for this is the mind and will of God.  Let thy voice be 

heard, and thy prayers and supplications and thy rejoicings be known. Turn not aside from the 

truth for the popularity of the world; but be like Paul.  Let God be thy shield and buckler, and he 

shall shield thee forever. Angels shall guide thee, and shall lift thee out of many dangers, and 

difficulties; and after thou art delivered, thou shalt know they have done it, and thy heart shall be 

comforted. 



2 

 

 Thou shalt have power over many of thy friends, and relations, and shalt prevail with 

them, and when thou shalt reason with them, it shall be like Paul reasoning with Felix, and they 

shall tremble when they hear thy words. Thou shalt be blessed with the blessings of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, and if thou art faithful, thou shalt yet be a Patriarch, and the blessings thou shalt 

pronounce shall be sealed in heaven.  Thou shalt have an inheritance among the Saints in time 

and in eternity, for this is the will of God. If thou continue faithful and steadfast in the 

Everlasting Covenant, thou shalt have power over the winds and the waves, and they shall obey 

thy voice when thou shalt speak in the name of Jesus Christ. The power of God shall shield thee 

while thou art laboring for Zion. Thou shalt outride the storm of adversity with patience, and 

shalt be crowned with immortality in the Celestial Kingdom, when Christ shall descend. Even so, 

Amen.  

R. B. Thompson, Scribe. 
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