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Why is our craft called amateur radio , and why are
we licensed operators called amateurs ? In many cir-
cles, the word amateur often carries a negative con-
notation, indicating unskilled, childish, or immature.

It turns out that amateur in the world of radio
means unpaid or not compensated . The term profes-
sional can also present a dual interpretation, in
some ways inferring paid , while meaning expert or
skilled in other contexts. The terms amateur and
professional seem to hold opposite meanings, but is

it possible to use both to describe the same person?
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Cover ' Professional amateur

One of the hallmarks that identifies an amateur in
radio is the fact that the operator must not accept
payment, also known as a pecuniary (money) inter-
est (Part 97.3.a.4 ), to communicate using amateur
radio frequencies. Some exceptions to this rule are

di scussed i n Edidrials i ssueds
Professional trade
Al t hough we amateurs donot

cating by radio, many of us are engaged in technical
vocations that might or might not have much to do

with radio. For example, quite a lot of the amateur
radio exam material surrounds concepts studied in
electronics or electrical engineering, and a few [i-
censed operators make a living in these very fields as

operators, or operating modes, whether on or off the
air. Acknowledging and praising other operators,
being helpful to others, and admitting mistakes are
also dead giveaways for professional mannerism.

professionals. Yet, that presents no conflict of inter- Todayds world is replete with
est or rule violation, in spite of the cross having their say; you dondt ne
connections. In that way, those operators are both .
: : o Professional volunteers
amateurs and professionals, but by different disci-
plines. A volunteer is a person who performs a vocation or
Then again, some amateurs hold jobs that are direct- service without comper?sation ,ﬁ out of the goodness
. . of heart. If a volunteer is not paid, can he or she be
ly related to amateur radio, such as ham radio cours- i ) o
. . . . considered a professional? In fact, performing in a
es, radio repair, radio equipment sales, and much )
mor e. Some of these are di Sv%lulr}tgeg rgl%cani ofrf]er. atp%rsloréfi grie%t ngOét%nléy
Strays column . But what makes their business mod- to demgnstrate professionalism without being a paid
el s |l egal is that they doné)rtofessdogaé. amateur radio fre-
guencies to conduct business, like place an order, People who give their time in the interest of nonprof-
exchange trade or money, or make a sale. In other it clubs, special events, fundraisers, skilled pro bono
words, they might use the institution of amateur ra- service (legal, engineering, educational, tax, etc.),
di o as subjects of their b uasd emea mara supportb aret obligated ty madhtain & t
use RF (radio frequency) as a vehicle to make money. high level of professional interaction due to their hu-
Professional behavior man connections.
. : Conclusion
One way in which an amateur can present a profes-
sional side is through his or her mannerism. This Are you a professional, or an amateur? You might be
includes appropriate language, civil discussion, and a professional if your vocation pays you for your ex-
proper treatment of others. Foul and obscene lan- pertise, as a teacher, a nurse, a politician, or a custo-
guage, insults, gossip, and other unprofessional be- dian for exampl e. You <can be
havior have no place in amateur radio. Those would censed ham and treat others with respect, courtesy,
be amateurish, after all. and civility, regardless of how you make a living.
® Al so, whether or not youbre pa

PROFESSIONALISM

Other forms of professional behavior might not be as
obvious, such as avoiding criticism of specific clubs,
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marks of a professional are deep competence, con-
sistent reliability, and unwavering commitment to
integrity. Along with those, humility, accountability
(ownership), and emotional intelligence (maturity)
play large roles in defining the professional amateur.

Microvolt editorial staff
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Editorial ' Professional exceptions

Because of the unpaid requirement of amateur radio,

we can probably agree that we licensed operators

should not be paid to transmit (  Part 97.113.a.2 ).

Still, there are regulation allowances that permit the

seeming opposite. After all, the chapter and verse

just referenced states  except as otherwise provided

in these rules . Examining the instances 00t
provided®od, it turns out that there a
exceptions that meet with FCC approval.

Preparedness nets at work

In behalf of an employer as part of an emergency for transmitting code practice and bulletins on HF,
preparedness or disaster readiness test or drill for provided he/she does so for 40 hours a week and
the duration of the drill, a licensed operator can that the schedule for the transmissions are pub-
technically be paid for operating an amateur radio lished 30 days in advance ( Part97.113.a.3.iv ).

station during working hours. The same operator is
also permitted to test the equipment immediately
before the start of such adrill (  Part 97.113.a.3.i ). The one exception to the rule that we amateurs love
to quote is the one allowing a person to use amateur
radio equipment to transmit in the event of an emer-

Emergencies

On-air equipment sales

't ds per mi s s indidental selling offhanera- gency (Part 97.403 ) . The Part 97 rul es
di o gear over the air, meaniusegthepworla sneergenoyn t tthe nesckption itot thea

habit. Normally, advertising or announcing for -profit ~ rules, but instead states immediate safety of hu-

activities on amateur frequencies is not permitted man life and immediate protection of property ,

(Part 97.113.a.3.ii ). and even that when normal communication sys-

tems are not available

Classroom instruction

r— - Being in need of a pizza is not normally considered a

threat to life when phone service is unavailable, but
youbdre covered in violating a
justify the threat to your life or that of another.

Oops
As a sal aried empl oyee, you?oi
clocko6 all day. But, pulling o

a friend on a nearby repeater during working hours
does not violate Part 97.113(a)(2) unless you attempt
to conduct business or are communicating in rela-
tion to your job, like asking your friend to close a

business deal youb6ve been work
If a school teacher demonstrates or uses ham radio Conclusion
as part of classroom instruction, he or she is techni- .

So, because of the exceptions,

cally getting paid for the operation. Ham radio trans-
missions made by a licensed amateur as part of his
or her classroom instruction at an educational insti-
tution is yet another exception ( Part 97.113.a.3.iii ).

be oOpaid to communicatedé for
rules that state otherwise. And since we amateurs
are diligent at following rules, it probably goes with-

out saying that itds best to
Code practice and information bulletins tions if possible. Can you think of others?
An operator of a club station can actually get paid Anything to add? Email  editor@utaharc.org
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Letters to the editor
Dear Editor:

Might be a stupid question, but can a Baofeng UV -5R
be programmed to be legally used by my scouts who

have no ham radio licenses?
Luis in Salt Lake City
Dear Luis:

Not a stupid question. On one hand, yes, a Baofeng
UV-5R can be programmed so it can legally be used
by unlicensed individuals, by disabling its transmit
ability. On the other hand, it cannot be programmed

to be legally used by an unlicensed person to trans-
mit, except in a situation a) in which there is a threat

to the immediate safety of human life or property
and b) when normal means of communication are
unavailable ( Part 97.403 ). That includes the ability to
transmit on FRS, GMRS, and MURS frequencies, be-
cause that radio model is not certificated for those
services, regardless of power level and antenna com-
pliance.

Dear Editor:

| just noticed that out of the 733,000 current Ameri-
can licensees, over 26,000 are listed as Advanced
licensees. What are the biggest reasons for them to
choose keeping that license instead of upgrading to
Amateur Extra?

Emilio in West Haven
Dear Emilio:

Recently on Facebook that very question was posted,

and the overwhelming majority of respondents com-
mented that they refused to upgrade because the
Advanced ticket is seen as a public badge of honor.
They said itds an outward i
ments in passing what they considered a much more

di fficult test t han today?d
Morse code proficiency. | suspect the real reason is
because itds probably much

year-old to pass the Extra exam today than for a 30 -
year-old to pass the Advanced exam back then.

Dear Editor:

I'm returning to ham radio after being gone a long
time. As | recall, one had to change his call sign if he
4
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moved outside his original call sign area. Is that still
the case?

Chris in Fruit Heights
Dear Chris:

Welcome back to the world of amateur radio! If you
are licensed by the FCC, then you are only permitted
to use that one call sign if you transmit from within
the US, whether that's an original call sign, vanity call
sign, or call sign of a close relative. That current US
call sign replaces all others you might have held in
the US. And that one call sign follows you every-
where in the US you might move or even casually
travel .

Dear Editor:

| 8ve heard that itds bewWder t
pole wire connected to the coax center, not the

braid, in the direction | want the best signal. What

are your thoughts on that?

Charlie in Rose Park
Dear Chatrlie:

Rdi st obeobhusbeitheachigemwaed- t ha
antenna is AC (alternating current), one element wire
of yotr dipateawill perkoemmexactlyi thecshme das theg
other. Second, for best directional effect, point your
rdipote gerpebriditular te thd targetfdivectionaohtrarg-0

mission and reception; in other words, present the

Obroadsi ded of your di pole to
your antenna is not mounted at least a quarter -

wavelength above the Earth, yo
wono6t matter that much anyway.

Send your questions to  editor@ utaharc.org

T Utah Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
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Club news

Because UARC doesndt hold a regul ar
ing in July, this issue highlights our two big summer

activities, ARRL Field Day and the UARC Steak Fry.

Photos start on page 7.

Fall 2026 UARC Potluck

You and your family are invited to a potluck dinner 6:30 pm Thursday 10 September 2026 at the Salt Lake
County Facilities Management Cafeteria , 2001 S State St, room S1 -100. Details are posted on our website .
We d | | have announcements and door prizes, but no presentat

2026 UARC Homebrew Night

The annual UARC Homebrew Night will take place this year Thursday 08 October 2026 at the Salt Lake
County Facilities Management Cafeteria , 2001 S State St,room S1 -1 0 0 . Iltds a chance for yo
project, your | atest purchase, or something el se youbve be

2026 UARC Christmas Dinner

You and your family are invited to the annual UARC Christmas Dinner 6:30 pm Thursday 10 December
2026 atthe Golden Corral, 665 E 7200 S , in Midvale. More posted on our website .  We & | | hold our ¢
tions that night, plus have announcements and door prizes, but no presentations or long speeches.

2027 Winter Field Day we need your help!

As summer temperatures start to dip below 100°F, we need to start thinking about Winter Field Day. If all

goes as planned, wedl |l h o IGakat Bélt hakeeState Parke frain ndda Satuay 23 Janeary
through noon Sunday 24 January. Wedre asking for three vo
about 8 am Saturday morning. I f youdre willing to contri

KK7AVS (kk7avs@gmail.com) or Noji KN@JI (801 -368 -1865).
5 Microvolt © August 2026 T Utah Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
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For your information

Save that date

Fall Potluck Dinner :6:30 pm 10 September 2026
: 7:30 pm 08 October 2026
: 6:30 pm 10 December 2026

Winter Field Day : noon 23 January through noon
24 January 2027

Spring Potluck Dinner : 6:30 pm 11 March 2027

ARRL Field Day : noon 26 June through noon 27
June 2027

Homebrew Night
Christmas Dinner

License courses
Salt Lake:
Technician : Tuesdays
General : Tuesdays 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
147.160+ MHz (127.3 Hz tone)
Orem:
Extra :5 Tuesdays, 6:00 to 9:30 pm
14 Jul, 21 Jul, 28 Jul, 04 Aug, 11 Aug
Visit psclass.orem.org to register ($10)
Orem City EOC , 56 N State St, 2nd Floor
HamStudy.org account required
This course will not be live -streamed
Email nojiratz@hotmail.com for info
: Saturday 19 Sep, 8:00 to 2:00 pm

to register

Technician
Email nv7vham@gmail.com
Provo Fire Station #2

Eagle Mountain:

Technician :5 Thursdays, 7 to 9 pm
13 Aug, 20 Aug, 27 Aug, 10 Sep, 17 Sep
Email kioss6365@gmail.com  to register ($0)

Eagle Mountain City Hall

Exam sessions
Salt Lake County:
1 Email Garth Wiscombe W7PS w7ps@arrl.net
27 Jul, 31 Aug, 28 Sep, 26 Oct, 30 Nov, 25 Jan
Utah County:
1 Wed 19 Aug 7:00 pm :
9 Sat 19 Sep 10:00 am :
9 Sat 26 Sep 10:00 am :
1 Wed 16 Sep 7:00 pm :
9 Sat 19 Sep 2:30 pm :

Provo : signup
Eagle Mtn : signup
Spanish Fork : signup
Provo : signup

Provo : signup
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Club repeaters
Farnsworth Peak :146.620
Scott Hill : 146.620
Lake Mountain  : 146.760

MHz (no tone)
MHz (no tone)

MHz (no tone)

SDRs and beacons
Northern Utah WebSDR :
KK7AVS SDR : k7xrd.club
N7RIX SDR : sdr.n7rix.com
K7JL beacon 28.2493 MHz

sdrutah.org

HF remote and club transceiver stations

I f youdd I|like to | earn
mote stations, visit the = HF Remotes link on the club
website :

https://user.xmission.com/~uarc/[HFRemote.html

How you can help!

Email uarc@xmission.com
ship. Email editor@utaharc.org

to reach the club leader-
to suggest content.

T Utah Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
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2026 ARRL Field Day
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2026 UARC Steak Fry
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